The alphabet Abétka

1 - 33 letters, read it out loud

The trick: Ukrainian has 33 letters, and each one keeps its sound. Some look and sound like English, some only look familiar, the
rest are new. Under each word: CAPITALS show the stressed syllable, y is the short i in bit, i is ee, kh is the ch in loch, zh is the s in
pleasure, and ' is a soft sound.

Look and sound like English

Letter
1 Aa
2 b6
3 BB
4 rr
5 rr
o A4
7 Ee
8 €e
9 KX
10 33
1 N n
12 |1
13 T
14 i
15 K K
6 Jln
7 M m
18 HH
19 Oo
20 Mmn
21 Pp
22 Cc
23 TT
24 yy
25 ch)
26 X x
7 Uu
28 Yy
29 W w
0 W
o bb
2 Kw
33 Aa
Fandr

I"is soft and breathy, the h of hello with your voice in it: ropa
ho-RA mountain, ro10Ba ho-lo-VA head. I'is a hard g, and

fewer words use it: FAHOK GA-nok porch, ryA3MK GU-dzyk

button.

Name
aa

6e be
Be ve
re he
re ge
ae de
ee

€ ye
xe zhe
3€ ze
ny

i

Tyi
MoT yot
Ka ka
enel
emM em
€H en
0o

ne pe
ep er
ec es
Te te
yu

ed ef
Xa kha
ue tse
ye che
wa sha
wa shcha
M'IKMIM 3HaK mya-KY| znak
10 yu
Avya
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Look familiar, sound different

New shapes

Sounds like
a in father
b in book

v in van; at the end of a syllable, close to w
a soft, breathy h, like h in hello, but voiced

a hard g, asin go

d in day

e in bed

ye in yes

s in pleasure

Zin zoo

i in bit, short

ee in see

yi in yield, always two sounds
y in boy and in yes

k in skip

['in lamp

m in mum

ninno

o in more, short and round
p in spin

r with a quick roll of the tongue
sinsun

tin stop

oo in food, short

fin fun

ch in Scottish loch

ts in cats

chin chat

sh in shop

shch, as in fresh cheese

no sound of its own; it softens the letter before

yu in you
ya in yard

N andlI

The soft sign

shch: 6opL, borshch borshch.

Example

abéTKa a-BET-ka alphabet
6365/CH ba-BU-sya grandma
BéHip VE-chir evening
ropé ho-RA mountain
'YA3UK GU-dzyk button
AiM dim house, home

€XO0 E-kho echo

€EHOT ye-NOT raccoon
»aba ZHA-ba frog

31Ma zy-MA winter

CUH syn son

JC lis forest

>KAK yi-ZHAK hedgehog
|7|c'>rypT YO-hurt yogurt
KIT kit cat

NeB lev lion

MOpe MO-re sea

HEBO NE-bo sky

03epo O-ze-ro lake

nec pes dog

pyKé ru-KA hand, arm
CUP syr cheese

TYT tut here

YCMiLKa US-mish-ka smile
q)éTO FO-to photo

XaTa KHA-ta house, cottage
LL}IIKOp TSU-kor sugar

yali chai tea

WwKdAa SHKO-la school
I.Ll,éCTFl SHCHAS-tya happiness
Ciflb sil' salt

FOLLIKA YUSH-ka clear soup
F'|6ﬂyKO YA-blu-ko apple

W is short, the i in bit. I is long, the ee in see. Mix them up and

the word changes: c lys fox, fic lis forest. LLL is one letter for



Reading rules sk uuramm

2 - say what you see

Good news: once you know the letters, you can read any Ukrainian word out loud. Vowels are clear and full, even without stress,

and that's what makes Ukrainian sound so melodic. Let every vowel ring.

Say every letter

Ukrainian is read as it's written. Every letter is said: no silent
letters, and no swallowed vowels. O is always o, stressed or
not.

MOJOKO mo-lo-kO MAama MA-ma

milk mum

The soft sign softens

b has no sound of its own. It softens the letter before it: lift the
middle of your tongue, as if a tiny y follows.

KIHb kin'  A€Hb den’
horse day

A, 10, € after a consonant

At the start of a word or after a vowel, they are two sounds:
ya, yu, ye. After a consonant, they soften it instead. | is always
yi, everywhere.

MOS mo-YA AAKYH DYA-ku-yu  KWIB KY-yiv
my thank you Kyiv

Voiced stays voiced
B, 4, 3,  and r keep their voice at the end of a word. Don't
turn b into p.

XNi6 khiib  AY6 dub

bread oak

Double letters are long
Hold a doubled letter a little longer, and don't skip it.

XUTTA zhyt-TYA  3HAHHS znan-NYA

life knowledge

Stress moves

Normal texts don't mark stress. This sheet does, with a small
line over the vowel. Stress can move between forms of a word,
and sometimes it changes the meaning.

PYKA / PYKM ru-KA / RU-ky
hand / hands

3aMOK / 3aMOK ZA-mok / za-MOK

castle / lock

The apostrophe keeps letters apart

The letter before it stays hard, and 1, to, €, i after it are said ya,
yu, ye, yi.

n'aTb pyat' CIM'fl sim-yA M'aY myach

five family ball

B at the end sounds like w
At the end of a syllable, B is said close to the w in now.

BOBK vovk  OYB buv

wolf was

Two letters, one sound
[>cis jin jam, and g3 is ds in words. Say each pair as one
sound.

pKepenod dzhe-re-l0 A3BIH dzvin

spring of water bell

Where do | find the stress? Dictionaries mark it, and this sheet does too. In books, signs and subtitles it isn't written, so you learn

it with each word, by ear.
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Pri nt a nd ita I iC KprIJIB 3 - the same letter, two looks

Why it matters: books, signs and subtitles sometimes use italic, and in italic a few Ukrainian letters change shape. Each box shows
a letter in print on top and in italic below.

All 33 letters

Aa |B6  Bs| I'r Ir Jdn Ee €e¢ Xx 33 Hmu
Aa |B6||Be||I'e| It |Ho| Ee €e¢ Xou 33 |Hu

i TIi
Ii  Ir

nm Kk Jim MM Hu Oo |[IIm| Pp Cc
u| Kk Jin Mm Hn Qo |IlIn| Pp Cc

Tt | Vy & Xx Hu Yy Mwm Mm bs Hw A1
Tm| Vy ®&¢ Xx Hu YUy [Hw llw bsv Kw AHa

The eight that change the most
0-6 B-6 T-2 O-0 U-u HU-U T-n T-m

Watch for these: italic u looks like u, 1 like U, n like n, T like m, and g like g. The letter is the same, only the shape changes.

Read them in italic

TyT MU 11 rpudu ISKYTO
mym Mu nio epuou OSIKYI0
tut here my we pid under hry-BY mushrooms DYA-ku-yu thank you

Handwriting: Ukrainians write by hand in shapes very close to the italic ones. Learn to read italic, and handwritten notes and cards
get much easier too.
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Practice MpakTuka

4 - read it before you peek

How: cover the orange lines and the grey meanings with a strip of paper. Read each word out loud, using the stress mark, then

slide the paper down to check. Can you read them all without peeking? You've got it.

16 everyday words

{
[MpuBiT
pry-VIT
hi

Byab nacka
bud' LAS-ka

please; you're welcome

TaTo
TA-to
dad

CcOHUe
SON-tse

sun

Three short sentences

1. lk cnpasn?

yak SPRA-vy?

Aakyro
DYA-ku-yu
thank you

/1o nobaueHHs

do po-BA-chen-nya
goodbye

BOJA
vo-DA

water

ciMm'a
sim-YA

family

How are you? (it means how are things?)

2. MeHé 3BaTH ...

me-NE ZVA-ty ...

My name is ...

3.Cnaea Ykpaini! lepdsam cnasal!
SLA-va u-kra-YI-ni! he-RO-yam SLA-val!

Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the heroes! A greeting you'll hear all over Ukraine, with its reply.

Tak

tak
yes

[66pnin peHb
DOB-ryi den'

good afternoon, hello

XN1i6
khlib
bread

YkpaiHa
u-kra-Yl-na
Ukraine

Hi
ni
no

Mama
MA-ma

mum

KMLUbKa

KYTS'-ka
kitty, cat

Kwvis
KY-yiv
Kyiv

Questions: keep the same words and raise your voice at the end. T CTyAeHT? ty stu-DENT? Are you a student?

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Ukrainian subtitles to see what it means.
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