The Persian letters Lal - vend it out loud

Right to left: Persian is written and read from right to left, and the letters in a word join up, like handwriting. There are no capital
letters. Romanization on this sheet: 3 as in father, a as in cat, e as in bed, o0 as in more, i as in see, u as in moon; kh is the ch in
Scottish loch, gh a soft gargled sound, zh the s in pleasure, ' a little catch.

The 32 letters, in alphabet order

)
alef be pe te se jim che he
a,aeo b P t s j ch h
ol obl )M Y} awl olg> sl olo>
esm, name baran, rain pedar, father takht, bed saniye, second javan, young chay, tea hammam,
bathroom
~— @@

D) D) ) )

khe dal zal re ze zhe i shin
kh d z r z zh sh
4l Cw)d ) 39) 9 o3 i
khane, house dast, hand zorrat, corn ruz, day zan, woman zhapon, Japan shab, night
sad zad ta za eyn gheyn fe ghaf
s z t z ' gh f gh
sobh, morning za'if, weak tala, gold zohr, noon eshgh, love ghaza, food film, film ghand, sugar lump
.
kaf gaf lam mim nun vav he ye
k g | m n v, u, o h y, i
. ¢ . .
ols s - olo ol U9 9o <
ketab, book gorbe, cat lab, lip mah, moon, nan, bread varzesh, sport hava, air, weather yek, one
month
~— @@

Four letters only Persian has: Persian uses the Arabic letters and adds four sounds Arabic doesn't write: «J p, g ch, j zh, 3 g.

They're marked in orange above.

Same sound, learn the spelling with the word

b 4 Suow by z o ta
t s z h gh
These letters came in with Arabic words, and in Persian each group sounds the same. You can't hear which one a word uses, so

learn the spelling together with the word: zuo sobh, morning, but Cuuw sib, apple.

Dots matter: & (U«  share one shape, and only the dots tell them apart. Sodo & z g 2. 5 j ), Ub uv and & S, where one

extra line makes k into g.

Be gentle with yourself: & kh and § § gh take some listening. If they come out as k and g at first, people will still understand

you.
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Lette rS jOin L_OSP 2 - how letters join

One letter, up to four shapes: a letter looks a little different at the start, in the middle and at the end of a word, because it joins
its neighbours. The core shape stays, so you'll soon see it.

Five letters in every position

Letter Alone Start Middle End In a word

be J S kabab kebab

kaf LS
gaf S

he o

nS.?gS kuchek small

u_é,u.u sag dog

b WL W L

0 shahr city

B VNIVNRT

wuw sib apple

¢ eI L

ye LS _j

Seven letters never join forward 9 and s do two jobs

1533 g Jjoin the letter before them, but never the one g is v, or the long vowel u, or o: i}y g varzesh, sport; jgy ruz,

after, so a small gap follows them. In jg) ruz, day, no letter day; ¢J to, you. (s is y, or the long vowel i: Sy yek, one;

touches. In J.\lo madar, mother, there's a gap after | and after sib, apple. After 3, a g is often silent: )—°’|9-'> khahar, sister.

D.

Alef at the start: in the middle, | is a long a: LU bab3, dad. At the start of a word it carries any vowel: ol esm, name; gl u, he or

she. With a little hat, Tis a at the start: -.TJT ab, water.
Short vowels are usually not written

Z
O J J JS

- written without marks, it can be

z Z
ba b.e l?o J3 gol, flower, or J5 gel, mud
zabar zir pish
ashort a ashort e ashort o

You learn words by shape: the long vowels 3, i and u are letters, but a, e and o are small marks above or below, and subtitles,

signs and books leave them out. Context tells you which word it is. Children's books keep the marks.

The half-space: adlg5o mikhaham, | want, is one word, but (w doesn't join the next letter: a half-space keeps them apart, so
you see the parts.
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HOW Words Work UlJ) JSL.U_B 3 - one page of grammar

No he or she: gl u means he and she. Persian has no gender at all: no masculine or feminine words, and describing words never

change.

No word for the: WS ketab is book, or the book. For a, put Sy yek, one, before it, or add s to the end: S &y yek ketab or

wuliS ketabi, a book.

I, you, he and she

ol Lo Lo LT

UR 9
man to u ma shoma anha
| you (one friend) he and she we you (polite, or they

more than one)

Two kinds of you: Leuiy shoma is the polite you, for anyone older, strangers and people in shops. g5 to is for friends, family and

children. When in doubt, say Loy shoma.

The ezafe: a little -e that links words

- Z <. .
O ETJLlS nS_)_'H 4z Jg> Juwgd
khane-ye bozorg dust-e khub

ketadb-e man
a big house a good friend

my book

How it works: when a word is followed by the word that describes it or owns it, you add -e between them. After a vowel it's -ye.

You hear it, but it's usually not written: o WIS ketab-e man, my book. So the describing word comes after, and so does the

owner.

The verb goes last

0 - ofl o z 5
.L)§P Lo LSl>U.o ol 4Jl>_).) _9| (o.J_}.kSU\.o .)l_J_ Uw_)l.o Lo
man chay mikhoram. u dar khane ast. ma farsi yad migirim.
| drink tea. He's at home, or she's at home. We're learning Persian.

Is: ast, or just -e
Ll dyw g 035w g 249> o

man khubam.
I'm fine: -am is | am.

hava sarde.

hava sard ast.
The same, the way people say it.

The weather is cold.

Not, and questions: add ), said ne or na, to the front of a verb for not: p.il.\u\o.i nemidanam, | don't know; w3 natars, don't be

afraid. For a question, raise your voice at the end: § a g3 khubi? Are you OK?
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The first 168 words b «.s

How: learn five a day, then listen for them in shows. (Notes in brackets) say how a word is used.

Greetings and survival

‘oﬂ.u.l salam

hello, hi

Bolslas khodahafer
goodbye

3 &o sobh bekheyr

good morning
13 shab bekheyr
good night

w0 mersi
thanks (everyday, from French)

U mamnun
thank you

motashakkeram
thank you (more formal)

USM u\-lJ-> kheyli mamnun

thanks a lot

(AJSN u.x.l&h|9.> khahesh mikonam

you're welcome; also please

I.é_b.l lotfan

please

Ay bebakhshid

excuse me, sorry
J.ul.o)n.l befarmayid
please, go ahead, help yourself
aly bale

yes (polite)

4 na

no

SOJS_b.z U5 halet chetore?

how are you? (to a friend)

p49> khubam

I'm fine

_)J_Lo| Ul 9> khosh amadid
welcome

0 sod nemifahmam
| don't understand

Question words

w>> chi

what; in writing often az che

Numbers
0 1 2
. | T
Yo Y] 9d
sefr yek do

S ki

who; also key, when: same spelling

=S koja

where

|_).? chera
why

_)9.b.> chetor

how

> chand

how'many

_).LQ? cheghadr
how much

o [3S kodam

which

Little words
va

and (often said o)

L ya
r

(o]
Lol amma

but
) dar

in

L ba
with
J| az
from

U be

to

=il inja
here

=il anja
there

s> kheyli

very, a lot

U\os kami

a little

uM' alan

now

4

F,
2z

chahar

5

A

33}
panj

A ham

also, too

US= chon

because

ol 7 olin/an

this / that
Family

) pedar
father

J.)Lo madar
mother

LU baba

dad

O l.o Lo maman
mum

bR |J.g baradar
brother

)&hlp khahar

sister

JWJ pesar

son; also boy

M) dokhtar
daughter; also girl

Z
-.SJ)JJJJ pedarbozorg

grandfather

3)5.!_).)[.0 madarbozorg

grandmother

_)&bs.u.! shohar

husband

UJ zan
wife; also woman

0) |_9J L5 khanevade

family
42y bachche
child, kid
Clw g dust
friend
6 7 8
shesh haft hasht

noh

4 - say it today

10

o)
dah

Digits: Persian has its own digits, and they run left to right, even inside Persian text: 1+ is 10, TQ is 25. F, ), £ look different from

the Arabic &, 0, |. Watch out: ¢ is zero, and 4j na is no, but i noh is nine.
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Food, places, verbs ..;,

5 - eat, go, do it

Verbs: dictionaries list a verb ending in -an: ()39 khordan, to eat. For | do it, add (o mi- and -am: p)g=>s0 mikhoram, | eat.

Some change more: ;i) raftan, pgyo miravam, | go.

People

_)).o mard

man

(AJ.RAO mo'allem

teacher

_).IS.) doktor

doctor

9.2.uu|_) daneshju
student

Food and drink

ol ab
water

LSL> chay

tea

09.3..5 ghahve

coffee

LU shir

milk; also lion
ULJ nan

bread

aJ_)J berenj
rice

“w & @
gLuJ_gS gusht
meat

E_).o morgh
chicken

wd o mahi
fish

0glo mive
fruit

S sabzi
fresh herbs, greens

lie ghaza
food

dJL?JaD sobhane
breakfast

_)lALJ nahar

lunch

‘oLuJ sham

dinner

oS kabab
kebab

0).0.uJ_9.> khoshmaze

tasty

. Z
CU.uJ)S gorosne
hungry

Ui teshne
thirsty

ul.> UV gJ nush-e jan

enjoy your meal
Places

&5 khane
house, home

duw o madrese
school

Z s
o Buiuil> daneshgah
university

OIJS-I*“J resturan

restaurant

S kafe

café

ylL pazar

market, bazaar

o_)l.mo maghaze

shop

uLJ..uJ_)Lo..U bimarestan
hospital

Jid hotel

hotel

z .
01539_}_0 forudgah
airport
oLl khiyaban
street
_).e_uJ shahr
city
L_J_J.) darya
sea

L gWlw D dastshuyi
toilet

Verbs

U)9> khordan

eat; also drink

U.LLJuu_gJ nushidan
drink

L'J.I.é_) raftan

go

u.Lol amadan
come

O wlgs khabidan
sleep

U didan

see

u.Lu.w shenidan
hear

UJ.Qg goftan

say

U..\Jls.> khandan

read; also sing

u.l.quJ neveshtan
write

u.l.u.U'.) danestan

know

u_uo.e_o fahmidan

understand

O |9.> khastan

want

U.LuJ|.) dashtan

have

UJ.J..UL) w9 dust dashtan
love; also like

O'))S JlS kar kardan

work

U2) L_ép harf zadan
talk, speak

L'J'))S SS komak kardan

help

O )> kharidan
buy

Describing words

S_)_'H / xS?sS bozorg / kuchek

big / small
wg> / y khub / bad
good / bad

9J / QJ.Q.S no / kohne

new / old (things)
Z
‘o)s / _)J-uJ garm / sard

warm / cold

ul.uJ| / Ciow asan / sakht
easy / hard

tSJ)_)J /_)9.\ nazdik / dur

near / far

z
UI_)S / ul_)_)l geran / arzan
expensive / cheap
Gooonm
Sidus ghashang
pretty, lovely
Jui g3 khoshhal
happy
'_Dl_)l.l narahat
upset, sad

> khaste
tired

More than one: add & ha, often after a half-space: & US ketabha, books. Describing words never change: wg> sl ulis

ketabha-ye khub, good books.
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Show words Ju jw g ols

Reactions

!L5|_9 vay!

wow! oh no!

LS|9 L5| ey vay!

oh no! oh dear

b bashe
OK, fine

L,1>' khob

well..., so, OK

O)l are

yeah

LU aj na baba!

no way! come on! (nothing to do with dad)

dJJl.C aliye!

great! that's excellent

§S > jeddi?

really? seriously?

Lodi> hatman

sure, definitely

¢ .
_)5 o) damet garm!
nice one! thanks (casual)

J UG bikhiyal

never mind, forget it

What to call people

P2 )E azizam

my dear (family, partners, close friends)

ol wde alijan

dear Ali: jan after any name makes it warm

ouldl> dadash

bro: a brother, or any friend

ol abj

sis: a sister, or a close friend
o] agha

sir, Mr

pJ l.> khanom

madam, Mrs, Ms

6 - films and series

amu
uncle; children call any older man this

The big scenes

(o_)l.) Cl.l'.,uug.) dustet daram
I love you

. a
ol S p.]_) delam tang
shode

| miss you (it means my heart has grown
tight)

u.UJJ.J natars

don't be afraid

Itﬁ.os komak!

help!

u.ulJ v_,do|9.,o movazeb bash

be careful, take care

§ o w=> chishod?
what happen'ed?

od M berim!

let's go!

Taarof, the art of being polite: o,=J ta'arof is the warm back-and-forth of Persian manners. A host offers more food, you say no

thank you, they offer again, and on the second or third time you accept. A taxi driver or shopkeeper may say 6,laj Jals ghabel

nadare, it's nothing, don't pay: it's kindness, so thank them and pay anyway. At a door, both people say Juwloyay befarmayid, after

you, until one goes first. Friends cut it short with (,SJ 9l ta'arof nakon, no need to be polite, just take it.

Shows speak, books write: on screen people use spoken forms. Cuwl ast, is, becomes -e: dyg> khube, it's good. pg)so miravam

becomes )0 miram, I'm going, and ) an, that, becomes (gl un.

Swear words are strong: Persian has very strong swear words, and you'll hear them in fights on screen. They hit much harder than

the subtitles show: recognise them, but don't say them. slg sl ey vay! and LU i na baba! are the ones you can say in front of

anyone.
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Pra Ctice U‘J _)N 7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the romanization and the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Persian out loud, from right to left, then slide the

paper down to check. Can you read every line without peeking? You've got it.

Find the shapes you know: there are no short vowels, so look for the words you know first: ¢y man, Cuwl ast, and verbs that start

with o mi-. The rest of the line falls into place around them.

Read these sentences

1. . 0luud |)l.uJ o ¢‘ou.w
salam, man sara hastam.
Hello, I'm Sara.

2. S > Loy ol
esm-e shoma chist?
What's your name?

man az kanada hastam.
I'm from Canada.

4. S Cw=S g gutiw)d
dastshuyi kojast?
Where's the toilet?

5. S Cuwl )da> L')._J_|
in cheghadr ast?
How much is this?

yek chay mikhaham, lotfan.
A tea, please. (it means | want a tea)

ghaza kheyli khoshmaze ast!
The food is really tasty!

- ¢ .
8. . Cuwl p_,S |_9£ _)_9).0'
emruz hava garm ast.
It's warm today.

9..09)L0 l._l__)_\ <V |.)_}9
farda be darya miravam.
Tomorrow I'm going to the sea.

kami farsi harf mizanam.
| speak a little Persian.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Persian subtitles to see what it means.
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