Korean particles =

1 - josa - little tags that say what each word is doing

A particle sticks to the end of a word, with no space, and says what that word is doing in the sentence. The verb always
comes last, so the particles are how you tell who did what to whom.

One sentence, four

particles

Ne=

—
jeoneun

topic: as for me

27

chingurang
with a friend

7 FI| Off A

kapeeseo
where it happens: at a café

7 =
O =
keopireul
object: coffee

ool K.
masyeosseoyo.
drank

| drank coffee with a friend at a café. = marks the topic, & with, 0 Al where it happens, € the object.

Most come in two shapes

Look at the last block of the word. If it has a bottom letter (2%, batchim), use the first shape. If it ends in a vowel, use the
second. M (book) ends in 71, At (car, tea) ends in a vowel.

coe::::;;:nt T;ief = what it marks M book At car
@) L ) b =3 I|-h
— _— eun / neun topic: as for... L —
— — chaegeun chaneun
0 x
Ol 7|‘ i/ga subject -1 I |-7|-
chaegi chaga
o = . XH = Xl.E
= — eul / reul object 1= =
= = chaegeul chareul
XH 71
J__I_l' 9" gwa / wa and, with (written) _'J'I' X|-2|-
chaekgwa chawa
XH oI =2F Xl. =2F
= = irang / ran and, with (casual rle <
Ol o o ? J ' ( ) chaegirang charang
Foz A2
o euro / ro by, toward = —
_E E o/ v jibeuro charo

The = rule: words ending in 2 take &, not 22: 22 seoullo, to Seoul. And notice It and 2f run the other way round: 2f

follows the vowel.

The rest have one shape for every word

o Ofl A Ooff A oHH| A L3 il
e eseo ege hante kke do man
L at, to, time L where it happens to a person to a person, spoken to, with respect also only
9] Sld =2 H IN HELC} Sk=
ui hago buteo kkaji boda cheoreom
of, 's and, with from until than like

Say it smoothly: in speech, the bottom letter slides onto the particle. 82 is said chae-geul,

romanisation in this guide shows it the way you hear it.

0|l is said ji-be. The

Glued on: write £17L7}, never £ 7. In subtitles, look at the end of each word for these tags and you'll see the shape of the

sentence.
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TOpiC, SUbjeCt, ObjeCt %/E : OI/7|' : %/% 2 - the three you hear in every line

o —

— L— eun/neun
A spotlight. "As for X..." and the rest
of the sentence talks about X.

Marks the topic: what you're talking
about. It can also set X against something
else.

= stdoloe.
jeoneun haksaengieyo. - I'm a student.
NY0l= HAR KA.
goyangineun gwiyeowoyo. - Cats are cute.
HIl= Eors Q.
keopineun joahaeyo. - Coffee, | like. (Tea,
maybe not.)

Of / 7 /o

A finger pointing. "Who? THIS one!"
Whatever wears O| or 7} is the news.
Marks the subject, usually the new
information. Question words take it: 57}
(who), ®7I (what).

+7H #oiR?

nuga wasseoyo? - Who came?

H| 7} 2t R.

biga wayo. - It's raining. (Rain is coming.)
AlZto] Aole?

sigani isseoyo? - Do you have time?

2/ or 0|/7}? The hardest pair, side by side

Same words, different news

He Baoa.
jeoneun minsuyeyo. - I'm Minsu. (Introducing
yourself)

M7 20 g
jega minsuyeyo. - I'M Minsu. (I'm the one
you're looking for.)

The news comes after 2/, and right
on 0]/7}. With = the point is the name.
With 7} the point is who.

Answering who

£ 7h JHof?
nuga haesseo? - Who did it?

L 7F 2201,

naega haesseo. - | did.

Lt= oF 101

naneun an haesseo. - | didn't. (Maybe
someone else did.)

A who question gets 0|/7} back. Switch
to 2/= and you add a contrast: me, not
the others.

o =

= / = eul / reul
A dartboard. The verb's dart lands on
whatever wears 2 or E.

Marks the thing the verb acts on.
ALDHE Ol R,
sagwareul meogeoyo. - | eat an apple.
d3t=E H Q.
yeonghwareul bwayo. - | watch a movie.
oh=0 = SR a.

hangugeoreul gongbuhaeyo. - | study Korean.

Where English has an object
AlZtol glojg.

sigani eopseoyo. - | don't have time. (Time
doesn't exist.)

dX|7F Fota.

gimchiga joayo. - | like kimchi. (Kimchi is
good.)

X = Forl K.

gimchireul joahaeyo. - | like kimchi.

Qlole, 2102 and £0I2 describe, so
they take 0|/7}. 0t 2 is an action, so
it takes =/Z. Same meaning, different
particle.

Short forms you'll hear in every drama

L= He O|H= L& HE
L L= L} (=]
o J 0|7 = 2
nan neon igeon nal mwol
| (topic) you (topic) this (topic) me (object) what (object)

These ones have to change

Lh+ 7t &+ 7t H + 7t =7+ 7t
LH 7} S 4, | 7t =7t
naega jega nega nuga

| I (polite) you, often said L|7} niga who

Tip: in a subtitle, find & or & and look just before it. That's what the verb acts on. Find O] or 7} and you've found who's doing
it.
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Place, time and people

O}

Off A
ol

ege / hante

o=
=

euro / ro

A pin on the map or the clock.

Where you're going, where something is, and
when.

Zol 7ts.

jibe gayo. - I'm going home.

Stuo AN Q.

hakgyoe isseoyo. - I'm at school.

M Ao 2L R,

se sie mannayo. - Let's meet at three.

No Of after 2=, LH, O{X| or X|=: LH
DHLER, see you tomorrow.

A hand passing something over.

To a person or an animal. 0| A| is for writing and
careful speech, $HH| for everyday talk. of is for
places, not people.

oA HXE Mo,

chinguege pyeonjireul sseosseoyo. - | wrote a letter to a
friend.

FOperE| HetRolg.
eommahante jeonhwahaesseoyo. - | called Mom.

TetE M S0 R,

chinguhanteseo deureosseoyo. - | heard it from a
friend.

Add Al for from a person: SHE{| A, Of| A A].

An arrow, or a tool in your hand.

By what means, or toward where. 2 2 after a
consonant, 2 after a vowel or 2.

HAZ 71Q.

beoseuro gayo. - | go by bus.

XSHEZ 2tR.

jihacheollo wayo. - | come by subway.
Aote = goje,

jeotgarageuro meogeoyo. - | eat with chopsticks.
QEZOF JIM Q.

oreunjjogeuro gaseyo. - Go to the right.

The 2 rule: Al22 (to Seoul), A Z 2 (with a
pencil). Never Aj22 2.

ofl - Ol -
Al

eseo

0f

]
kk

e

?_PE‘" ° E 3 - where, when, to whom, how

A workbench: the place where you do the job.
Where an action happens. After a place it can also
mean from.

7t o] M S 53l K.

kapeeseo gongbuhaeyo. - | study at a café.
oA 2o K.

jibeseo swieoyo. - I'm resting at home.

O L0 A 2tofR?

eodieseo wasseoyo? - Where are you from?

After a vowel, speech shortens it to Af: 0 7| A
(here), O C|A (where).

The same hand, with a bow.

The respectful Of|A|, for people you look up to:
grandparents, teachers, customers.

SO LH ERA L.

halmeonikke deuryeosseoyo. - | gave it to Grandma.
MY ZTEERO K.

seonsaengnimkke malsseumdeuryeosseoyo. - | told my
teacher.

Its partner 7l A is the respectful Ol/7F:
SOt X|TH A 2410]8, Grandpa has come.

Ofl or Of|AM?
ol Ao 8.

jibe isseoyo. - I'm at home.

oM Ho K.

jibeseo meogeoyo. - | eat at home.

stuof 7te.

hakgyoe gayo. - | go to school.
stmof A BLHQ.

hakgyoeseo gongbuhaeyo. - | study at school.

ofl is where something IS, or where you GO. /0|2,
21018 and 7t2 take Ofl. When something HAPPENS at a
place, it takes Of|Al.
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Everyday particles = -at. o . =}

Edo

Also, too. It takes the place of 2/, 0|/
7t or 2/E.

A hand shooting up: "Me too!"

L= 7t8.

nado gayo. - I'm going too.
I 0 Q.

keopido masyeoyo. - | drink coffee too. (Never
HUER)

EH / 7K buteo / kiaji

From and until. For places, from is usually
ofl A,

A starting gun and a finish line.

OtE AIFE CHA A7FX] Eofig.
ahop sibuteo daseot sikkaji ilhaeyo. - | work
from nine to five.

0171 0fi A =t m7kx|

yeogieseo hakgyokkaji - from here to school

And, with: from formal to casual

b © ©
9_|— / J_'_" @7 books, news, songs, speeches. 2t oL T
wa / gwa after a vowel, 1} after a consonant. pplaknggwa uyu - bread and
mi
. k5L 2.9
11 [ e e
Ol'_l_ everyday speech, after any word. ppanghago uyu - bread and
hago milk
O| EOI' / Eol' (ZHTED friends and family. O 2 after a wo|zh 29
irang / rang consonant, & after a vowel. ppangirang uyu - bread and milk

Of

L— man

Only, just.
A velvet rope: only this one gets in.
=T oM.

mulman masyeoyo. - | only drink water.
SHLEEE =M 2.

hanaman juseyo. - Just one, please.

E I:'|- boda

Than. Often with C| (more).
A seesaw: the word wearing 2L} is the one
you measure against.

2S0| N L He K.
oneuri eojeboda deowoyo. - Today is hotter
than yesterday.

ML 298,
saenggakboda swiwoyo. - It's easier than |
thought.

4 - also, only, of, from, than, like

—| ui

Of. Written 2|, but usually said 0f| (e).

A paper clip holding two nouns. Works like
English 's.

25l K

chinguui chaek - a friend's book

oh=ol

hangugui sudo - the capital of Korea

I-I F_|I:-|I cheoreom

Like, as.
A mirror: just like this.

OfO|H & =0 Q.

aicheoreom useoyo. - She laughs like a child.
GebE 42 Ao
yeonghwacheoreom salgo sipeo. - | want to live
like in a movie.

ek g

chinguwa hamkke - together with a
friend

ok 0] 2ol g,
chinguhago gachi gasseoyo. - | went with a
friend.

ERaT

neorang na - you and me

With | and you, 2| merges: L (my, casual), ®| (my, polite), 4| (your). And it's often left out: 22| 0f, my mom.

They stack: =0 A &= (in Korea too), HBHH| Bt (only to you), I#8t1= (with my friend, at least). The extra one goes on the

end.

Casual speech drops them. Friends in K-dramas leave out 2/=, 0l/7t, /& and even Of all the time, and you work it out

from context. Keep them when you're polite. =, Bt and £E carry meaning, so they stay.

4 ofc| 7t
neo eodi ga? - Where are you going? (no =, no

of))

=]

2 HRAO{?

bap meogeosseo? - Have you eaten? (& is
gone)
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na baegopa. - I'm hungry. (no &)



Practice ¢

10

5 - ten lines straight from K-dramas - cover the right side

How: cover the right side with a strip of paper. Read the line out loud, say what it means and what the pink particle is doing,

then slide the strip down to check.

— 7 I
L‘|-: Jlﬂ {'6 O|-
naneun gwaenchana.

7 2H0j?

nuga wasseo?

g= HAN?

babeul meogeosseo?

ol 7R},

jibe gaja.

O 7| M & 3lf?
yeogiseo mwo hae?
{5k 2

neoman mideo.

Lt= =2},

nado molla.

<@ HiFehE| RS

oppahante malhae.

L & 5 E| C}O[O{ EOF,

naeilbuteo daieoteuya.

45 CF L7} O R,

neoboda naega deo jalhae.

Your turn: pick the right shape

XH =) = S

M + =/ & book =
chaegeul
A AH L

tg“al‘Fol/jl'teacher |_-|O|:|O|
seonsaengnimi
Xl O

E +2§/§ home ':'_E
jibeuro
Xl

E—_rl' + J__'I' / 9-" friend I_:I-L9_|-
chinguwa

— 7 ol 2F

AL + 012 / & coree 113

keopirang

10

I'm fine.
+£: topic, after a vowel

Who came?
7F: subject. =7 + 7t = &7t

Have you eaten? (Also just: how are you?)
2: object, after a consonant

Let's go home.
0f: where you're going

What are you doing here?
M: short for 0| A, where it happens

You're the only one | trust.
2t only

| don't know either.
L also, too

Tell oppa.

SHE|: to a person, spoken

The diet starts tomorrow.
£ H: from, starting

I'm better at it than you.
EE|’: than. LH7|‘ = |_|' + 7|‘

9||-I|L + = / = school e
hakgyoneun
A=
AI-J_-II- + % / % apple |-J'|-E
sagwareul
" X| oA
xlol'jéI + o= / = subway B | }EE
jihacheollo
7Hdt0
7t + Of / 7} bag |-O|
gabangi
o st=22o
ot + 2 / T Korea h;i;:n
ugeu

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Korean subtitles to see what it means. Then look at its tail: the

particle tells you what it's doing.
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