H I ra ga n a U FO 75‘7‘3: the 46 basics - picture it, say it

# L > z 5

a | u e [0}
A sword stabbing an apple: ah! Two sticks side by side, like a A sideways U wearing a little An exotic bird with a feather on A golfer, and the ball flies off:
double i hat its head oh!
-
‘ = < \F
yA) .
ka ki ku ke ko
A blade and a spark: ka-chow! A key with two teeth A bird's open beak: coo-coo A keg standing next to a stick Two coins lying flat, one over
the other
sa shi su se so
Like = with one bar: a sad face A fishing hook: she caught a A rope swing that loops once: A wide mouth with one fang: A zig-zag of sewing thread
under a cross fish swoosh say it!
7= 5 P, ( &
—
ta chi tsu te to
The letters t + a squeezed A mirrored 5 with a big cheek One big wave: tsunami An arm reaching out: te means A toe with a splinter in it
together hand
AN _ A
iy - D
na ni nu ne no
A cross, a dot and a knot: a A knee: a leg with two lines A tangled noodle with a loop at A curled cat tail: neko means One swirl, a 'no entry' sign: no!
navy rope beside it the end cat
~
| [6) S ~ 3
ha hi fu he ho
A stick and a laughing loop: ha- A big grin: hee-hee Mount Fuji with little clouds A small hill: hey, climb me |% with a chimney on top:
ha house
ma mi mu me mo
Two bars and a loop: mama's Looks like 21 tied in a knot: me A cow's face with a tail: moo An eye with lashes: me means | A fishhook with more worms on
hand mirror at 21 eye (¥a minus loop) it
P P X
ya yu yo
A yacht with a big sail A fish swimming your way A yo-yo hanging on a string
5 ) 5 1 A
ra ri ru re ro
A rabbit ear on top of a curl Two reeds swaying in the wind A road ending in a loop: route Like 43, but the tail kicks out: % without the loop: an open
back release road
wa wo
Like 43, but the tail curls in: Someone tripping over: whoa!
waddle (read o)

How to use this: learn one row a day. Say the sound, see the picture, write it 5. Then hunt for it
in Kitsumi subtitles. Recognising it in the wild is what makes it stick.

n
A cursive lowercase n
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Hiragana vs##%

Add” or°

75&‘

ga

e

Za

72
—

da

=

ba

3

pa

Two dots *

A circle’

Twins: B and 2 sound like L ji and 3 zu. You'll mostly see L and

gi gu

C
ol

ji zu

~o
v.s\

pu

= c_r_(j :=\F\'
o % %

[

/7

7%

\F

ge

o

ze

T\

de
~

be
~R

pe

makes it pop: h—p only. |$ ha — (£ pa.

make it buzz: k—g, s—z, t—d, h—b. »* ka — ' ga.

Small ®»w & glue on: ki + ¥ = % kya. One sound, not two.

Small - is a pause: it doubles the next consonant. & > T = kit-te.

Particles cheat: |%, ~, %Z as grammar words are read wa, e, o.

the rest - no new shapes

Combos: i-column + small » w &

3
L
5

X
ya
X
ha
X
ha
(Z%
nya

meow 8 (she's a
fox)

O ¥
hya
B %
mya
RS
rya
=
gya
L%
ja
bya
0%

pya
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=W
kyu

y

L w
shu
B
chu

)

O w

hyu

&

myu

V)
ryu
=
gyu
Cw
ju
0N
byu
(O

pyu

= &
kyo

y

L &
sho
B &
cho

I &

O &

hyo

A &

myo

IS

ryo
= &
gyo
L &
jo
N &
byo
N &

pyo



Hiragana vs##%

practice - read it before you peek

How: cover the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the kana out loud, then slide it down to check. Can you read every line

without peeking? You've got it.
Level1- & ?»* & rows

&L WZ H

ai - love ie - house asa - morning

Level 2- + 7= & I

1z L #a (= AN

neko - cat inu - dog hana - flower

Level3-+ £ X b A

S b= &5

yama - mountain yuki - snow yoru - night

Level4-" and’

ZIEA

gohan - meal

"z <

kazoku - family

TAD

denwa - phone

Level 5 - combos and small -

L LA

shashin - photo

b e

ocha - tea

30

kyo - today
Read these sentences

Lzl iR I TI,

watashi wa neko ga suki desu. — | like cats.

2.2 &5 X HDOW TY 4,

kyo wa atsui desu ne. — It's hot today, isn't it?

bbb & FTL &' INFT,

tomodachi to sushi o tabemasu. — | eat sushi with a friend.

AW A IZh ThRT WET,

inu ga niwa de nete imasu. — The dog is sleeping in the garden.

50 L7 RX ICWERLWL TT,

ashita yama ni ikitai desu. — | want to go to the mountains tomorrow.

6.2DIFA 1T &TH BHLLAL,

kono hon wa totemo omoshiroi. — This book is really interesting.

7. BH&2E FoT Ly,

chotto matte kudasai. — Please wait a moment.

8. EFWICH IZIFAT 2 RAZT LD LET,

mainichi nihongo o benkyo shimasu. — | study Japanese every day.

AN gL

kasa - umbrella sushi - sushi

ne D

hito - person natsu - summer

<% %

kuruma - car

H7-L

watashi - |, me

SED ZAUD

budd - grapes enpitsu - pencil

V&I

ryoko - trip

x-o7T

kitte - stamp
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ZZ

eki - station

SYINVAN

sakana - fish

A

hon - book

YA

hiragana - hiragana

Hiok

chotto - a little



Katakana »4»+

A

)’

a
An axe An easel leaning on a wall

r7

i
2 with a flat crown: ooh, royal

7

the 46 basics - picture it, say it

j_

(0]
An opera singer, arms wide

u e
An elevator shaft, an I-beam

T -

A corner of a box

ka ki ku
7 without its spark: ka A key with three teeth A cook's hook for hanging pots A letter K that fell over
~
sa shi su se so
Dots on the left, stroke rises: A person sprinting: Sue runs Like £, but simpler: say Both strokes fall from the top:
$0-5S0

A saw-horse with a hanging leg
she smiles

“ 7

2 with a stripe inside: a tabby A cheerleader holding a baton

na ni
Two lines, like = (ni = two)

A cross: nail it to the wall

e

ha hi
Two legs walking: ha, off we go The heel of a shoe

~
7 -~
~
ma mi
An open beak feeding a chick: Three lines: me, me, me!
mama bird
ya

Like ¥°: a yacht sail
ra ri
A lid over 7: a radio aerial Same as V) : two reeds

I7

wa
A water jug spout

v

One dot, stroke rises from
below: n

Chopsticks crossed over

4 7
tsu te to
A telegraph pole

tsunami
~
; -/_I\ /
ne no
Just one stroke. No more.

nu
A necktie on a hanger
/7 I \

he ho
A holy cross with two legs

fu
A hook with food on it Same as ~: a little hey hill

A totem pole with one branch

Dots on top, stroke falls

noodles

mu me mo
An X marks where we meet Like & without the hook: a
mop

A moo-cow's nose
yo

yu
A backwards E: yo!

A U-shaped pipe on its side
ro

re
A robot's square head

ru
A check mark: ready

Two legs, one kicks: kangaroo
wo

7 with an extra bar: whoa

(read o)

Tip: learn hiragana first. Katakana is the same 46 sounds with sharper, straighter strokes, so

most of it comes fast once hiragana does.
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Kata ka n a jJ 7 jJ 'j_ the rest - no new shapes

Add" or” Combos: i-column + small + 2 3
R R v *a2 %3
ga gi gu ge go kya kyu kyo
Vi v R + Y/ D¢ va v 3
za ji zu ze z0 sha shu sho

» N » e ~ — — —
X F 4 T B F v Fa F 3
da ji zZu de do cha chu cho
AN e : ~ Tj‘\ —_ X T — 3
ba bi bu be bo nya nyu nyo

. meow 8 (she's a
Y, \o to 7 /\o I_J_S fox)
pa pi pu pe po E v E E 3
h

hya hyu yo
Same rules as hiragana:~ k—g, s—z, t—d, h—b;* h—p.
iy iy iy
ey g < 3
Used for: foreign words, names, brands and sound effects. Anime mya myu myo
titles love it. | I |
) v ) 2 ) 3
— stretches a vowel: 3 — & — = kéhi, coffee. rya ryu ryo
N N »
. 1
Small v is a pause: X v F = bed-do, bed. iF '\7 # =
gya gyu gyo
; - — . . © ~ N ~ ~ N
Extra combos for loanwords: 7 7 fa, 7« ti, 7 4 wi, 7 vu. S/ ,\7 > >/ 3
ja ju jo

Look-alike trap: > shi/ Y tsu, ¥ so/ > n. Watch which way the

long stroke goes. t\\ .t t\\ 1 B = |

bya byu byo
E v a2 =
pya pyu pyo
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Kata ka n a jJ ﬁ jJ 'j_ practice - read it before you peek

How: cover the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the kana out loud, then slide it down to check. Can you read every line

without peeking? You've got it.
Level 1 - loanwords

7= X A7 TFLE abl% N

anime - anime kamera - camera terebi - TV hoteru - hotel basu - bus

Level 2 - long vowel —

= I\ r—=% O—k— /—Fk A—/X—

gému - game keki - cake koht - coffee noto - notebook stpa - supermarket

Level 3-small v ¥ a2 =3

Ny K Fay b DAY Ja—X F 3O

beddo - bed chiketto - ticket shatsu - shirt jasu - juice choko - chocolate

Level 4 - loanword combos

IN—T 44— TH—7 VAV h7=x Frwvy

péati - party foku - fork sofa - sofa kafe - café chekku - check

Level 5 - places and names

TAXYUA oS54 F KA 77V R hF&

amerika - USA ukuraina - Ukraine doitsu - Germany furansu - France kanada - Canada
Read these sentences

LbHlL I E 72X nwd&E Td,

watashi wa anime ga daisuki desu. — | love anime.

2.avEZ ccad—kb— % HpWWE LT,

konbini de kohi o kaimashita. — | bought coffee at the convenience store.

3. B LW AT —L4L & PRIz

atarashii gému o yaritai! — | want to play the new game!

L.7—F ETARIU =L, Eo2B H LY

kéki to aisukurimu, dotchi ga ii? — Cake or ice cream, which one?

5 X—=T4— AL o TT D%

pati wa nanji kara desu ka. — What time does the party start?

6.7=X % HTICIFAZ & BIFRET,

anime o mite nihongo o oboemasu. — | learn Japanese by watching anime.
7.ATHKR TICIEA D FZ2<7 % AXT,
sumaho de nihon no dorama o mimasu. — | watch Japanese dramas on my phone.

8. FVYRX T 23 L Y FHA!

kitsune wa neko ja arimasen! — A fox is not a cat!
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VA

pan - bread

X =)L

meéru - email

—_a1—R

nyusu - news

TA YV

tisshu - tissue

£ 3

kitsumi - ?



