N5 grammar cheat sheet

1 - bunpo - one line per pattern

The JLPT N5 is the first level of the Japanese test. Here are its core patterns, one line each with an example. The other

sheets go deeper.

Is, isn't, was

XIZYTT X is Y. The polite way to say what
X wa Y desu something is.

XYL » B WTT Xisn't Y. More formal:

X wa Y ja nai desu LrblEEA.

XigYTL7Z=

X wa Y deshita

X was Y. Wasn't: CxHh-7-TTY.

This, that, which, where

this, that (near you), that over there.
Which? is & ®. Before a noun.

ZD-ZD-HD

kono - sono - ano

- ZZ-H%ZZ

koko - soko - asoko

Thereis: HY EFJ or WET
PHY FT

here, there (near you), over there.
Where?is £ Z.

there is: things, plants, events.

Anything that can't move on its own.

ga arimasu
~75§L\ i -g' there is: people and animals.
ga imasu Anything alive that moves.

X'is at a place. Swap in L& 9§ for

Xig~IlchY 7

X wa ni arimasu people and animals.

Likes, skills, wants: all take #*

)

~7’J‘!I¥§ B

like, dislike. Both are na-adjectives.

ga suki - kirai
L&dd Ls3d
~7'J‘_|:$ ‘Fq’; good at, bad at. Don't say £5 about
ga jozu - heta yourself.
~HNFE L L want a thing. To want to do
ga hoshii something, use 7=\ (page 2).
b
~7§\ﬁ7§\6 understand. Not % : the thing you
ga wakaru understand takes #°.

AL

Ask with #: 4 T3 A, are you a student? Without a noun: &M,

% and (Z; the basic words sheet has words to drop in.

Kitsumi -

hzL  HL<EL

MIFFEETT,

watashi wa gakusei desu. -
H-L  1FA

INIFIFDAL »EWTT,

kore wa watashi no hon ja nai desu. -

I'm a student.

This isn't my book.
DS

is til—?ﬁ’c L7

kino wa ame deshita. - It rained yesterday.

vr £h
HDNISHETT DS

ano hito wa dare desu ka. - Who is that person?

b LIEHZ ZTY,

toire wa asoko desu. - The toilet is over there.

ML icARHY 7,

tsukue no ue ni hon ga arimasu. - There's a book on the desk.

37i jwb*‘l,\i?

koen ni inu ga imasu. - There's a dog in the park.

VET,

My wallet is in my bag.

T LS Ay
g HILADHICH

saifu wa kaban no naka ni arimasu. -

T RS E T,

watashi wa ongaku ga suki desu. -

i;/u?) <

I like music.
wWb5& H7 L&dd
RIZERD EF T,
imoto wa uta ga jozu desu. - My little sister sings well.
Hi-v

L L\ﬁﬂ’,ﬁ IFLWLWTT,

atarashii kutsu ga hoshii desu. -
IZIZA T

AEESD LAY £9,

nihongo ga sukoshi wakarimasu. -

| want new shoes.

| understand a little Japanese.

zNh, Hh, EN. Go deeper: the particles guide has &, 7Y,
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Verb patterns

Polite verbs: £ and its family

~F7

masu

~FtHA

masen

~F L7

mashita

~FBATLT

masen deshita

~F%L &S

masho

~¥L&O5H

masho ka

do, will do. Polite, on the £ 9 stem.

don't, won't.

did.

didn't.

let's.

shall 1?7 shall we? An offer. To invite,
ask ¥ A D, won't you?

Want, go to, doing, please

~7=\

tai

"
~I217<
ni iku

~TW3%

teiru

~TW3

teiru

~TLFEsw

te kudasai
~THULL

te moiii
~TIlILiFauL

te wa ikenai
~BHELTLREEL

naide kudasai

want to do. £ 9 stem + 7=\, then
ends like an i-adjective.

go to do. £9 stem + (Z, then 1T<
3%%) or 2%,

doing it right now.

a state that stays: married, living
somewhere, knowing.

please do it.

it's OK to. Add T » to ask for

permission.

must not. A rule, or a firm no.

please don't. 72Uy form + T 72 & L.

2- £7, =L, T and friends - built on the verb forms

EJAEE
B —k— %’E"X& ¥9,
maiasa kohi o nomimasu. - | drink coffee every morning.
=2 2]
BBITERA EH A
osake wa nomimasen. - | don't drink alcohol.
DS Z\Wh

FEE. WE% R L7

kino, eiga o mimashita. - | saw a movie yesterday.

IFa 7=
SHEBRNELATLT,
kesa wa tabemasen deshita. - | didn't eat this morning.
Wo L& A
—HEICIZIY EL &£ 9,

issho ni kaerimasho. - Let's go home together.

REBITEL & 55,

mado o akemasho ka. - Shall | open the window?

A&7 TF,

nihon ni ikitai desu. - | want to go to Japan.

7 L

YEBANRIZITI 9,
ramen o tabe niiko. - Let's go eat ramen.
WE Lwltwn
5. BEzZLTWET,
ima, shukudai o shite imasu. - I'm doing homework now.
Z?))(; T-ZA

THEBL TWET,

ane wa kekkon shite imasu. - My big sister is married.

mER

(g HU%’:EL\’C G h- AW
koko ni namae o kaite kudasai. - Please write your name here.
LvLA
'—T,'_-,\%THE’) THLWTT D,
shashin o totte mo ii desu ka. - May | take a photo?

LeLA

’C“%E%?ﬂio TlEWIFEHA,

koko de shashin o totte wa ikemasen. - No photos here.
LAIEW
EELABWVWTL7ZS W,

shinpai shinaide kudasai. - Please don't worry.

zs L
Casual speech drops a lot. With friends, < 72 & L\ goes: 1% - T, wait. TL % becomes T%: %1- T3, | know. TI% becomes

B EB 728, don't look. New to the % 9 stem or the te-form? The verb forms guide builds each one step by step.

Kitsumi - learn languages with subtitles - kitsumi.org



Linking and time

3 - before, after, because, but

Japanese builds long sentences from the left. The linking word sits at the end of the first half: reason, then % 5; first

action, then T#h . English often says it the other way round, so read to the end before you translate.

And then, before, after, when, while

N'C\ ~7T
te, te
~ThHH
te kara

~Hii

mae ni

Be
~%&T

ato de

~¢ &

toki
~HH
nagara

~t)~1=Y T3

tari tari suru

Because and but

Nb\ro

kara

~7H

ga

~iFE

kedo

and then. Each T links the next
action. Only the last verb shows the

tense.

after doing. Stresses the order: first
this, then that.

before. chtlonary form, or noun +
D, then &7 HIJ

after 7= form, or noun + @, then
1&’(

when. Plain form, i-adjective, na-

adjective + 7, or noun + @.

while. &9 stem + 72 A% %5. The main

action goes last.

things like A and B. A few examples,
not the full list.

because, so. The reason comes first,

then the result.

but. Joins two polite halves.

but. The everyday, casual one.

WX MR & e

= - |= ~ RAY AN =
%LHUWOT\ ~/,\4 '7—%1601\ ’l%f\_o
ie ni kaette, shawa o abite, neta. - | got home, showered and
went to bed.

< »Ho =

FakoThn, BRTLIZEL,

te o aratte kara, tabete kudasai. - Wash your hands before you
eat.

e I

B3 H'JL.\ u%ﬁ*% £9,

neru mae ni, ha o migakimasu. - | brush my teeth before bed.
Lw<7Zn HE

BEZ LET, TL l:“%‘:%i?

shukudai o shita ato de, terebi o mimasu. - After my homework, |
watch TV.

[OFS

BAheE y—L%zLEd,

hima na toki, gému o shimasu. - When I'm free, | play games.
BADK = NAZ LD

FREEET LS, MELET,

ongaku o kikinagara, benkyo shimasu. - | study while listening to
music.

MEE S, BoELEY LET,

eiga o mitari, kaimono o shitari shimasu. - | watch movies, go
shopping, that kind of thing.

H& ES <
MAE->TWBEDL B, HAhTEHEA,
ame ga futte iru kara, dekakemasen. - It's raining, so I'm staying
in.

IZIZA T ERCIN BHLA

AAEIFE#H L L TTH. @mAVTT,

nihongo wa muzukashii desu ga, omoshiroi desu. - Japanese is
hard, but it's fun.

f=h n
SWTE, BS

takai kedo, kau. - It's expensive, but I'll buy it.

Go deeper: every te-form, and how to build it from any verb, is on the verb forms guide. Adjectives link with < T and T; the

adjectives guide shows how.
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Comparing and more

More than, the most

AlZB& Y ~ Ais more ... than B. £ ¥) means

A wa B yori compared to.

AtBE EL LD~

A to B to dochira ga

which is more, A or B? The question.

Bl 5 75%‘,\., B is more. The answer: pick the

B no ho ga winner.

mm (LWhEA
~® |:|:| —G~~7§i_§

no naka de ga ichiban

the most, out of a group.

Probably, plans, experience, advice

~T L & :) probably. The weather forecast word.
deshé Rising, it means right?

~ :b U plan to. Dictionary form + 2% 1),
tsumori often with T3

~7": s 75\% 6 have done it before, at least once. 7=
ta koto ga aru form+ Z & H 5.

~7": |F 5 75%‘"\ ) you'd better, you should. Advice, with
ta ho ga ii the 7= form.

Counters: the number takes a little word after it

1 2

[0 Sz
~ —D _D
tsu - things in general hitotsu futatsu

IZA [y STz
~A —A —A
nin - people hitori futari
0 WHE L [
~H —i —_®
mai - flat: paper, shirts ichimai nimai
1F A WolTA 12 13A
~ — K =K
hon - long: pens, bottles ippon nihon
OE Wo & 12 0&
~[t —PL —pr
hiki - small animals ippiki nihiki

Where it goes: before the verb. V) /\,:’&E’D {2z,

three apples, please. ﬁé#‘:l&m ¥ 7, there are two cats.

4 - more than, the most - plans - counters

EHFLD  BBIH B
RERIEKRE D KEFEWVWTT,

tokyo wa 6saka yori okii desu. - Tokyo is bigger than Osaka.
Y

kt%t ttbﬁﬁ%?

inu to neko to, dochira ga suki? - Dogs or cats, which do you

like?

fz E2
W\DIEDHFETT,

neko no ho ga suki desu. - | like cats better.

wh WhIFA T
TDHRT, END—HEFE?
kono naka de, dore ga ichiban suki? - Which of these do you like
best?

& LT

FHRBNLZTL £ 5,

ashita wa hareru deshé. - It'll probably be sunny tomorrow.

HULRA EN o

£, R OE Y,

rainen, kyoto ni iku tsumori. - | plan to go to Kyoto next year.
SLEA DIF

BLcET=ZehH Y £,

fujisan ni nobotta koto ga arimasu. - I've climbed Mount Fuji.

¥

£< JXTJE’) LWL TY K,

hayaku neta ho ga ii desu yo. - You should go to bed early.

3 4 how many?
23] £-
=D Ut heo) W<
mittsu yottsu ikutsu
SAICA £ ITA A
=A PaA HA
sannin yonin nannin
IAFEWL FAEW RAEW
=% P A%
sanmai yonmai nanmai
é_ALéf/u KAIZA BAIEA
=K UEp:N fAIA
sanbon yonhon nanbon
SAVE KFADE RAVE
=T PPt fAT T
sanbiki yonhiki nanbiki

Sounds change: 1, 6, 8 and 10 double up before ZIS and
IE WolTA, A21FA, IE21FA, L olTA. After 3 and
TEJ, they go soft: & AIFA, RAVE.
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Practice

5 - twelve lines - cover the right side

How: cover the right side with a strip of paper. Read each line out loud, say what it means and which pattern it uses, then

slide the strip down to check.

L TEEL D!

ikimasho!

*
; baobFoTLEE L,

chotto matte kudasai.

7=
, ZIZTEXRTHLLY?

koko de tabete mo ii?

H 5 7=
, BELEDFLBEBNLBVWT,

arukinagara tabenaide.

AN
s AELTWLWED?
nani o shite iru no?

ChHA Wz

A

. BREABLAL, B,

jikan ga nai kara, isogo.

BRI ofr e hHB?

nihon ni itta koto ga aru?

H& D= El

. MEVEDIES s,
ame yori yuki no ho ga suki.
el FZ TAD

s BAEICEREL
neru mae ni denwa shite.
& L7 H

L BREETL 5,
ashita wa ame desho.

P& IWVA [

0 BERICIT - 721E S A &,

byoin ni itta ho ga ii yo.
Hi-L
1w S, FAD L ey,
kore, watashi no ja nai.

Where each part goes deeper

Kana chart read every line on this sheet

» Basic words nouns and verbs to fill the patterns
First and next 100 kanji the kanji behind the furigana

Particles guide |%, 7', %, |Z, T and the rest, one by one

Let's go!
L &D:let's

Please wait a moment.
T <L 72& L please do

Can | eat here?
TH ULy is it OK to

Don't eat while you walk.
HH 5 while

What are you doing?
TW5: doing right now

We're out of time, so let's hurry.

h 51 because, so

Have you ever been to Japan?
7=Z &£ % have done

| like snow more than rain.
LY, DTS D comparing

Qall me before you go to bed.
%ﬁt:: before

It'll probably rain tomorrow.
TL & 7: probably

You should see a doctor.
721% 5 AL L: advice

This isn't mine.

L % 72 \Lhisn't, casual

Verb forms guide 4, 7Ly, 7= and the te-form

Adjectives guide i and na, every form, comparing

Sentence endings guide K&, 13, © and the feeling at the end
100 anime phrases the lines you'll hear first

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Japanese subtitles to see its reading and meaning.
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