Verb groups s

doshi -

after particles, the next step - three groups

Every verb has a dictionary form. It's the form a dictionary lists, and it always ends in an -u sound: <, 97, £, % and so on.

Every other form is built from it, and how you build it depends on the verb's group.

Ru-verbs ichidan - —g

End in -iru or -eru. Drop %, add the
ending. The easy group.

7= H
BN B3

taberu - eat miru - see, watch
b 1
=
mEB B
okiru - get up neru - sleep

BNET

tabemasu - % just drops off

U-verbs godan - AR

Everything else. The last sound changes,

along the < row: », &, <, ¥, &

h $75

&< Y

kaku - write hanasu - speak

) H

R DH B

nomu - drink wakaru - understand
EEXT

kakimasu - < turnsinto &

Why u-verbs are called five-step: one row, five forms

AN S

<

Irregular only two
Learn these two by heart. % also
builds hundreds of verbs from nouns.
75 %5
suru - do

kuru - come
NAE TAbD

?Pilé’ﬁ‘d’ % BRI D

benkyo suru - study denwa suru - phone

LET

shimasu - a shape of its own

[T =
—
ke ko
=4 225
kakeru kako
can let's

3. Ends in -aru, -uru or -oru? U-verb. 5573‘%, T’E%) %Z)

4. Ends in -iru or -eru? Usually a ru-verb: ﬁf\“%, %%

Check the list below first.

ka ki ku
n ol N
Eh 0 EEET £<
kakanai kakimasu kaku
not polite dictionary
How to tell them apart
1.1sit 93 or &3? Irregular. Nothing else is.
D 7 ¥
2. Doesn't end in 3? U-verb. <, 8L, B, F.
Look like ru-verbs, but they're u-verbs
PR PR [ FQ

I& % el £

kaeru - go home kaerimasu

L L
M5 M-o>TW3
shiru - get to know shitteiru

Ab

hairu - go in, enter hairimasu

g3

kiru - cut kirimasu

AN ET

U

£ 7

hashirimasu

£

hashiru - run

T v

irimasu

=7

iru - need

The 7 test: if % tums into Y in the polite form, it's a u-verb: J 1) £, not Jﬁi?’ Sound- ahkes split too: UJ%) (cut) is a
U= verb but %Z) (wear) is a ru-verb, and %6 (need) is a u-verb but L\ % (be there) is a ru-verb. ’ﬂ]% almost always appears

as %Do’(h\%; | know.

Meet a verb you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Japanese subtitles to see its reading and meaning. Then come

back here and work out the form.
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Eight verbs, eight forms

the start stays - the plnk part changes

Four u-verbs

n FEA * )
e = oy S
% < n%.g— (S ,K{J
write - u-verb speak - u-verb wait - u-verb drink - u-verb

dictionar | — 4 v
plain, nowy % ( kaku Eﬁ-a- hanasu 'T:Tl-_FO matsu ﬁ’}\-'t nomu
polite - —r e ol
9 = 3 i -‘;_ kakimasu nE L i '3_ hanashimasu 1'\'1'-5 i '3' machimasu E}\J} i '3' nomimasu
not ﬁi - i N Jx . o N
s = 75\73 L\ kakanai EE é 7:‘5. L\ hanasanai 1T_|' 1-: 7:L L\ matanai E}\ i 7:l~ ‘o\ nomanai
past & i s VIR
7= = L‘f: kaita nﬁ L Tb hanashita 1=F > f: matta ﬁ)\/\/f: nonda
te-form | S 4 s
<, page 3 %L"C kaite nﬁ L T hanashite 'T% 2 T matte ﬁkk'é nonde
want to ’Ji - /4 Ak
PR = 3 f: LY kakitai uﬁ L T LY hanashitai 1%1—9 T.'_' LY machitai E}\&TC LY nomitai
can —r A Ak
potential = Lj' 6 kakeru nﬁﬁ 6 hanaseru 1'\'_1'—C 6 materu E}\&b 6 nomeru
let's & - = - S L = b =
volitional =« ) kako Eﬁ% 7) hanaso 1:71-]: & ) mato }\:E) ) nomod

One more u-verb, one ru-verb and the two irregulars

n 1= <
=) BN EIC %3
buy - u-verb eat - ru-verb do - irregular come - irregular
dictionar - s +
plain, nowy B D kau BAR?3 tabenu T3 suny ¥k3 wn
polite o £ . LEF o +
Fa =N i-;- kaimasu ﬁ’\iT tabemasu shimasu 5Ei'§' kimasu
not :2:- f N S 1., L 7’-~ L\ L ‘Z 7’-~
AL Eb &L\ kawanai ﬁ/\ &L\ tabenai =N shinai ;E cLL‘ konai
ast 2 T =
?; Eﬁf: katta ﬁ’\f;' tabeta L 7= shita ;ET: kita
te-form . o =
T, page 3 HD T katte ﬁ/\\f tabete L T shite *T kite
want to e R z
7= ﬁ‘:\fh LY kaitai ﬁ’\f: LY tabetai LTC LY shitai ;Ef: LY kitai
can :f:j;l > 7: N 5 » : ~
potential BZA% ken BRBND twberarery | C D dekiu EONDB korarern
let's o A oL o= LES shiy I
volitional BH9 BRES tabeyo 7 shiyo k&S koyo

The 9 stem: drop £9 and you have the stem. 7=y
» »

goes on the same stem: Ex ¥4 — E = /=L, Past and
te-form share a shape too: swap T for 7=, T for 7.
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Watch these' Verbs ending in 5 make 7 ULy with 42, not &:
E\bt\.\ 5E5 changes its reading: <, &,
you'll hear ﬁ/\iﬂ.% and EEf(L% for can. # % (there is) has

. In speech



The te-form <w

te-kei - one form, many jobs

Look at the last sound. For u-verbs, the dictionary form's last kana decides the te-form. Learn the chart once and every new

verb follows it.

n h A
5 2 3 > T;D’B —-B27T 1%0—>?%:9'C )ﬁ;g)—J'rFO’C
b katte matte kaette
» ~ 5% e L -
nonde asonde shinde

t‘\
bi< S Z0T
=

kaite

e~ LT

kiite

v L w
One exception: 7< — 17> T itte, not 7L\ T

B& wz
B NS \Z
<\‘ L\’C\‘ e KWLNT L%.( & = %'\L‘—C“
oyoide isoide
1 - » P
’a_ L’c Eﬁ—g—anﬁb—c g—g—ﬂﬁbf
hanashite o kashite

ru-verbs: %

bz o BRT g5 L RT

tabete mite
=
irregular 95 — t’_t—c x5 — KT
snite kite

[0} D (A
Past is free: make the te-form, then swap T for 7= and T for 72. 8RA. T — BRA 7=, drank. {T- T —

What the te-form is for

"
1T - 7=, went.

Wx 7%

#H->T3?

SEARTWS,

ima tabete iru. - I'm eating now.

& S
MAFE-> T3,

ame ga futte iru. - It's raining.

shitteru? - Do you know? (casual)

~T\W3: doing it now, or a state
Casual speech drops the \L»: ~T 3.

~T L&\ please do it

ES
FoTLIZ&E L,

matte kudasai. - Please wait.

YT E N,

oshiete kudasai. - Please tell me.

FoT!

matte! - Wait! (casual)

tense

Linking actions: and then

Each T means "and then". Only the last verb shows the

N>

i_é—c ﬁ’*"( FRUICIT

ok|te tabete, gakko ni iku. -

ﬁ“f#b&%

tabete kara neru. - I'll sleep after | eat. (~

| get up, eat and go to school.

ThH : after)

~THLLrisit OK to
Ask for permission, or give it.

FA
BETHULW?

mite mo ii? - Can | look?

7=
BEXTHEVLWTT D,

tabete mo ii desu ka. - May | eat this?
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Polite. With friends, the bare T-form does the same job.



Polite or plain

% 9 for strangers - plain for friends

Same verb, two styles. The polite style ends in % 9. The plain style is the dictionary form and the forms built from it. They

mean the same thing. What changes is how close you are to the person you're talking to.

plain

polite

) ] plain polite
friends, family teachers, strangers, shops
L 2 7= 7=
now orlater | £7 ¢ TEET BB BRET
o/ ae iku ikimasu taberu tabemasu
A & 7= 7=
ﬁme Thizuv ITEEEA B0 BREHA
ikanai ikimasen tabenai tabemasen
w W 7= s
past 77 fTEEL BN BRE L
itta ikimashita tabeta tabemashita
0 L 7= 7=
past, not Tbh b -1 TEFEFHEATLE: | BREDHT- BRIEHEATLTE
ikanakatta ikimasen deshita tabenakatta tabemasen deshita
W [ 7= 7=
""a"tttmd TERL TEFWTT B BR/-WTT
fantto e ikitai ikitai desu tabetai tabetai desu
L 2 7= 7=
lets 7295 TEELLS BRES BREL LD
iko ikimasho tabeyo tabemasho

Why anime is mostly plain: most scenes are friends,
rivals, family, or a character thinking out loud, so plain
forms fill the screen. When someone switches to £ 9, it
tells you something: a stranger, a teacher, a boss, or a
character who is polite to everyone on purpose.

Rough commands you'll hear

What to copy: use % 9 with anyone you don't know well.
It's never rude. Learn the plain forms so you can follow
shows, and save them for friends who talk to you that way
first.

Plain and blunt. U-verbs end on the e-sound, ru-verbs swap % for %. Fine in a fight scene, too harsh for real life. A softer

order is ~7x & LY, a parent's ?ﬁ/\“ﬁé Ly, eat up.

ES Ly H

/4 P

FT! 173! RA!
mate! - Wait! ike! - Go! miro! - Look!

Casual shortcuts
~TW3 > ~T5%
L
HM->T3,

shitteru. - | know.

yamero! - Stop it!

~TLES - ~Bb*%»3
7=
BRL» -1,

tabechatta. - | ate it all. / Oops, | ate it.

P25 L5! oy

irol - it!
shirol - Do it! koil - Come here!

~DFE — ~hTE
T<AT,

iku n da. - I'm going. (A 72 explains or
insists)

Plain hides inside polite too. Only the end of a sentence shows the style. Verbs in the middle stay plain, even in polite

speech:

BEES ESEoTnE LT,

ashita kuru to itte imashita. - They said they're coming tomorrow.
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P ra Ctl Ce ten lines straight from anime - cover the right side

How: cover the right side with a strip of paper. Read the line out loud, say what it means and which form it is, then slide the
strip down to check.

(WY
1 7L %! Let's go! / Here | go!

dictionary form + %, rough

iku zo!
. N
2 F-oT! ; Wait!
ttel . te-form on its own: a casual please
matte! i
E | .
s BAREW ' | want to eat (it).
[ o |
tabetai i =L want to
i. i
. : .
4 53‘75“57:}7\:‘0 | don't get it.
wakaranai . plain negative 7 W
5 VHA! | Stop it!
yamero! i rough command: % becomes %
. :
6 E;‘; Wl  Don't look!
minaidel L AL+ T please don't
inaide!

I'll do my best!
polite £9

7 JEIE%E ) 9!

ganbarimasu!

E3
g F71=!

It's here! / They're here!
plain past of 5;%6

kita!
. I k
now.
9 %u 2 T 6 o !
) TW3, shortened to T3
shitteru.

N
w E-27=TL &S,

itta desho.

| told you, didn't 1?
plain past + TL & 9, right?

Your turn: make the te-form

bz L BE B PoME
1 BER AT 2 JEB wmoT
asobu i asonde kaeru 1 kaette
B & i B& W i 0
3 K< L AKWT i 17< 10T
oyogu i oyoide iku i itte
£ B b b
5 X3 L EET 5 B  FoT
okiru okite motsu i motte
£ P 57 LSk
7 B L BtAT s AR ;o T
yomu i yonde utau | utatte
L oL NAEED i NRAE LS
9 FEH . JEAT 0 fET B  #EE LT
shinu i shinde benky6 suru i benkyo shite

E A
Next: listen for these forms in a show you like. Once you hear 5 > T and {T< Z a few times, the rest starts to sound
familiar.
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