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Adjectives m=asm

keiyoshi - after verb forms, the next step - two kinds

Two kinds, two sets of endings. Japanese adjectives change like verbs do: for not, for past, for joining. Which endings a

word takes depends on its kind, so learn the kind with the word.

i-adjectives vz

They end in L. That L is the part that changes, so the word
bends on its own.

f=h Ht-n
S #FLw

atarashii - new

HH L

kawaii - cute

takai - tall, expensive
BbHLA

E=EA

omoshiroi - fun, funny
S

takai yama - a tall mountain: straight onto the noun

The traps: they look like one kind, act like the other

g ﬂ LY pretty, clean

Ends in L, but the Uy is part of the word.
It's a na-adjective.

=5
TEUN disliked

Looks like an i-adjective, acts like 47 %,
its opposite. A na-adjective.

na-adjectives xmam

They work like nouns. 7 joins them to a noun, and 7= or T9
ends the sentence.

Le
LA
shizuka - quiet

EF (AW

kirei - pretty, clean

El

LSS
suki - liked
P35 H0n

(g

yimei - famous

L+ £
CEZAARANE ]

shizuka na machi - a quiet town: 7 in between

LML good

An i-adjective with a twist. L Uy is only
for now. Every other form is built on its
older twin, &Ly,

vE
EhuiA . F<@w
o : - ﬁ%\'\&ﬁ/\#@ yokunai - not good
kirei na hito - a pretty person kirai na tabemono - a food | hate
FR AR R Eh ot

BN L e 7L

kirei ja nai - not pretty

yokatta - it was good

kirai ja nai - | don't hate it

never 2 { &Ly neverﬁﬁ( A A

Where they go: before the noun, or at the end

fh vE ¥E  fop

e U =41

takai yama - a tall mountain yama wa takai. - The
mountain is tall.

How to tell them apart

1. Ends in -ai, -ii, -ui or -0i? Most likely an i-adjective: ,—JL\
K=, EL\ &

2. Ends in -ei? Always na. 410y, ﬁ% (yamei), TL?“E (polite).

i-adjectives never end in -ei.

never W< 2Ly or Wihro 7=

b
H%ﬁ‘f&EHT

shizuka na machi - a quiet
town

ER5) Le
=+ N
EH]-Li 5%75\ Co
machi wa shizuka da. - The
town is quiet.

3. Doesn't end in \L» at all? na: %%75 fn’i ﬁ%% i% ﬁ%?i

4, StlII not sure? Dictionaries mark them: L\ﬁjat.ﬂ or adj-i,
&ﬁ/%‘ﬂ or ad

Meet an adjective you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Japanese subtitles to see its reading and meaning. Then

come back here and work out the form.
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Six adjectives, eight forms

the start stays

- the plnk part changes

i-adjectives: the L changes

) b BHL5
| = LY E E LY Lyby
the pattern tall, expensive fun, funny good - irregular
7ot BHLA
before a noun SRS =0 mEW Ly
+noun takai omoshiroi i
. ot BbHL5
_pl_aln now ~ln =i mE L Ly
s takai omoshiroi i
. t BHLA
polite now ~TT L"CT mEWTY WWTT
bid takal desu omoshiroi desu i desu
7;_7? BHLA -
not ~<rn | BLAEL =R &<
< takakunai omoshirokunai yokunai
=i BHLA
m\ft ~H 7= Eh o7 mA»h -7 ey =
@ takakatta omoshirokatta yokatta
b BHLA N
ﬁ?::’s:.?t ~K ot | BLED T mEL G- LD o7
takakunakatta omoshirokunakatta yokunakatta
.. 7h BbLA
joining T BT EE < T £<T
T-form: and takakute omoshirokute yokute
t BHLA
adverb ~< = ( =K <
ly takaku omoshiroku yoku
na-adjectives: the word stays, the ending is added
L9 ER
L g 47 & SR
the pattern ST liked pretty - the trap
Ly El
before a noun ~t £ f 17 E 7 EX aARYAY
+noun shizuka na suki na kirei na
. Ly El N
plain now ~# RN SRS RNV
s shizuka da suki da kirei da
. Le Ex
pofite now ~T¥ | BHTT fFETT EhWTd
Sk shizuka desu suki desu kirei desu
kR .. -
o e | BHLeEL B L el ERLL B aL
¢ shizuka ja nai suki ja nai kirei ja nai
¢ S 7 ) N
pas®. ~fot: FhToTz FEEo7: ERUNEIeRE
shlzuka datta suki datta kirei datta
El N -
past, not ~Uehhot | BhLehhok | FELehhofe | EALLehhotk
[twasn shizuka ja nakatta suki ja nakatta kirei ja nakatta
.. T =
joining T T =T ENWT
T-form: and shizuka de suki de kirei de
Ld kR _
adverb ~iz i 17| ER AR
ly shizuka ni suki ni kirei ni
olite is easy: a >3 to the plain form: RWNTT, atc ese: never mWTL 7= e pas ives in Ao 7=.
Pl't i dd T9 to the plain f = BRWTY Watch th ST L7 th tli in o7

1—#3":7‘_’(3F For na-adjectives, T9 replaces 7=:
ﬁ??ﬁ"c L 7=, it was quiet.

Kitsumi -

U % is the spoken form of Tl¥, so $?ﬂf)‘

dHl) ELEA s

the very polite not. ﬁ?% IZ means as you like.
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Using them

describe - join - too much - looks like - compare

Two places to put an adjectlve Before a noun, to say which one: mL\IJ.l a tall mountain. Or at the end, to say what

something is like: lJ.lLimL\ the mountain is tall. Every pattern below is built from the forms on page 2.

Describing with T3

Put the adjective at the end. T9 makes it polite, and
the past sits in the adjective notin TY.

~
ZDEREI iﬁﬁib"CT

kono heya wa shizuka desu. - This room is quiet.
Z WA BbHLA

BREIEBE A >7=T7,

eiga wa omoshirokatta desu. - The movie was fun.
H1=o

L NEEE o7,

atarashii kuruma o katta. - | bought a new car.

3% 3: too much

Drop the Ly, or add straight onto a na-adjective. L Ly
becomes £ & 5.
7=
SER-EY
takasugiru! - Way too expensive!
EREIVN

DT —LIZE LT3,

kono gému wa muzukashisugiru. - This game is too hard.

BT =2

shizukasugiru. - It's too quiet.

Comparing with & VY

A &Y B means B, compared to A. @[% 5 marks the

Winner when you pick one of two.
z (YA} B

JEIFR KM,

neko wa inu yori chiisai. - Cats are smaller than dogs.

ESBLAFE?

dotchi ga suki? - Which one do you like?

Y] El
ADIED DBIFE,
inu no ho ga suki. - | like dogs more.

Joining two adjectives
The first one takes the T-form: < T or T. Only the last
one shows the tense.
P
l_._l ~
ZLTHBWLWL L,
yasukute oishii. - Cheap and tasty.

o= &
ENWTELVLA
kirei de yasashii hito - a pretty, kind person
0
l_._l ~
ZLTHWLA o7,

yasukute oishikatta. - It was cheap and tasty.

Z 5: it looks

Same trick: drop the ULy and add % 5. L ULy becomes
£ &% 9, looks good.

ZDT—F, BWLZI!
kono kéki, oishiso! - This cake looks tasty!
I A E

TTRZ D 1243,

genkiso da ne. - You look well.

%!

yosaso! - Looks good!

WhIgA

—% the most

Put —%.% (number one) in front of the adjective. No new
ending needed

7;0 HidA T
natsu ga ichiban suki. - | like summer best.

WhIFA A P

—&mWLl

ichiban takai yama - the highest mountain
WHILA

INHB—FEEBULL W]

kore ga ichiban oishii! - This one is the tastiest!

Careful with rb Ly A4 W Z 5 is its own word and means poor thing. To say something looks cute, just say A4 L Ly,

Kitsumi - learn languages with subtitles - kitsumi.org



30 everyday adjectives

in pairs of opposites - () or ([[f)) marked

Bk HL
Learn them in pairs. Opposites stick together in memory: when you learn K& Wy, learn /)N & Ly with it. The tag tells you

which endings to use.

b
RKEL
okii - big

AN
L
nagai - long

5'?:)-{1"'

FARRY

atsui - hot (to
touch)

15%:)

A

U
chikai - near

ELE@““
SN
shizuka - quiet

B
JNE LY

chiisai - small

HLH

ST
<~

mijikai - short

D&

SA
S7-W

tsumetai - cold (to

touch)

-
== LY

toi - far

25T WL

> urusai - noisy,
annoying

37)_.7:: o
LWL

atarashii - new

Bk
%\
6i - many, a lot

o &
GE
tsuyoi - strong

\z#
/\S

=N

tanoshii - fun

N
LSS

HD HD
Same sound, two words: &L is hot weather, L is

somethlng hot to touch like tea. The cold side splits too:

ZE > for weather, mth\ for things.

B

&L
4

furui - old

9<
AN

< sukunai - few, a
little

i¥p)
B
yowai - weak

DFE LW

tsumaranai - boring

%\6

B LN
xd

kirai - disliked

7=n
r=1 LY

takai - expensive,

tall

HD
=L
atsui - hot
(weather)

(R
B

hayai - early

NATZA
Il VN7

el &

kantan - easy

Lsd9d
tF

jozu - good at

o
Z W
yasui - cheap

ST
EJA

samui - cold
(weather)

BZ
E L

0soi - late, slow

LI H

#L W

A xd ..
muzukashii -

difficult

~ 7z

_MF

heta - bad at

IcEAZ

Skills and likes take #": 53375\&% I like cats. HAZE
J:?’C?m your Japanese is good. People say it to
beginners to be kind, so smile and say 7= %749, not

yet.
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Practice

ten lines straight from anime - cover the right side

How: cover the right side with a strip of paper. Read the line out loud, say what it means and which form it is, then slide the

strip down to check.

L DL | So cute!
kawaii! i i-adjective, plain now
2 Z L] | Amazing!
sugoi! , i-adjective, plain now
N i .
3 2F LU, | Boring.
tsumaranai. i i-adjective, not a negative: 7 Ly is part of the word
h :
A 1RY . Scary! / I'm scared!
K 4 i\ i-adjective, plain now
owail! :
L £ 5% :
K3LR? ' Are you OK?
5 " : . . N . .
daijobu? E na-adjective, 72 drops in a question
El i
= o] ik .
6 #; 3 f\_o i e. yo.u . ) )
Kid . na-adjective + 72, plain and direct
suki da. '
7 o R-E-2AY | Shut up! / So noisy!
urusail i i-adjective, plain now
R AN | This is bad! / That's insane!
yabail : i-adjective, slang, katakana for punch
Wiz !
i | 1
9 J@LH! . Ouch! /It hurts!
itail | i-adjective, plain now
1tal! !
R0 i
10 MLH-T-. | was lonely. / | missed you.

sabishikatta.

past: Ly becomes H* > 7z

Rough speech squeezes the ending. In rough, casual talk, -ai and -oi often turn into a long e: 2L\ — §1F — sugoi — sugé -

Wiz

3% & — 5 B — urusai — urusé - V3L — 7R — yabai — yabé - J\LY — LT — itai — ité. Learn the normal form first.

Your turn: make it not, then past

oF i v il L ' f‘ . ;T‘ .
T EZWn AN AN Nl 5 EgH L EA LWy FENTEoT
yasui i yasukunai yasukatta shizuka i shizuka ja nai shizuka datta
I S2) ) - DS &L VoS . LT
5 LW RN RKLhoT . B4 BaALr»mL BAoT
tanoshii i tanoshikunai tanoshikatta yimei i yimei ja nai yumei datta
i - X5 i ST &G
1 \ N - '
AR R N RN Nl . BT 'R Ehot
L ' yokunai yokatta = : K ) Katt
ii : samui : samukunai samukatta
If A E A E A X ! S e N
Z e s L e RN ! \ VAL Ve -
7 TR TR e ARn TR g WL L EHLLemly ESNLEST
i o ) ) o i kirei ja nai kirei datta
genki 1 genkija nai genki datta kirei !
oI P LI LI x5 iED . =5 .
0 BEL W CHL< WL HLIroKk 10 BEEUN LRV LR AL RUWE ST
muzukashii E muzukashikunai  muzukashikatta Kirai E kirai ja nai kirai datta

Next: listen for adjectives in a show you like. Catch 24U Uy and 3 Z Uy first, and & A > 7z soon follows.
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