The Hebrew letters nimnixn

1 - read it out loud

Right to left: Hebrew is written and read from right to left. The letters don't join, and there are no capital letters. Romanization

on this sheet: kh is a throaty h, as in Scottish loch, ts is the ts in cats, and a hyphen joins a little word to the front (ha-bayit, the

house). Stress usually falls on the last part of a word.

The 22 letters, in alphabet order

N

alef

silent
carries a vowel

NN aba dad

{

zayin
z
z as in zoo

[NT zman time

D end D

mem

m
m as in man

D'N mayim water

1
kuf
k

k as in kite

D kafe coffee

2

bet

b, v
b with a dot, v without

'] bayit house

N

khet
kh

a throaty h, as in loch

29N khalav milk

] end |

nun

n
nasin no

11 ner candle

_]

resh

r
a soft r from the throat

PR regel leg, foot

Five letters change at the end

J at the end is ): T derekh, way

N at the end is D: DIYY shalom, hello; peace
lattheendis |: |2 ben, son

D at the end is f): [)OD kesef, money

X atthe endis Y: YV ets, tree

A T

gimel dalet
g d
gasingo d as in dog
plap gadol big AT dag fish
O !
tet yod
t y, i
tasinten y; also the vowel i
210 tov good ™ yeled boy, child
samekh ayin
s silent
sasinsun like alef, for most people
190 sefer book AV ir city
shin tav
sh, s t
a dot on the right is sh, t, the same as O
on the left s
NIDN tapuakh apple
YNV shemesh sun

Letters that look alike

2/ 2J: 2 has a little foot at the bottom; J is
round

T/7:Thas a sharp corner; 0 is round

N/ N /N: N has a gap at the top left; N is
closed; I has a foot on the left

I /T/]:Thas a cap; | goes below the line

O / D: O is round; D has square corners

A

he

h
h; silent at the end

AN har mountain

3 end —]

kaf
k, kh

k with a dot, kh without

29D kelev dog

D end r']

pe
p. f

p with a dot, f without

1D pe mouth

vav

V,0,Uu
v; also the vowels o, u

T vered rose

J

lamed
|

lasin let

0ONY lekhem bread

y end Y

tsadi

ts
ts as in cats

V2N tseva colour

A dot changes the sound
Ab v

2k, D kh

9p Of

Ush Us

Subtitles leave the dot out. At the
start of a word it's usually b, k, p:

29D kelev, dog.

New sounds from other languages: a small mark after a letter, ’, gives sounds Hebrew didn't have: ‘A is j, ‘X is ch, ‘T is zh. So

OD!"XN chips is chips.
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Vowe I S ﬂ IU IJD A 2 - read without the dots

Letters are mostly consonants: Hebrew writes the vowels as small dots and lines under and over the letters, called nigqud.
Subtitles, signs, books and phones leave them out, so you read 190 as 190 sefer, book, from the shape of the word. Children's

books, poems and learners' texts keep them.

The main vowel marks, shown on D

n/n nn n n,in n,n n

ma / ma me / me mi mo / mo mu / mu me
kamatz, patach segol, tzere hiriq holam kubutz, shuruk shva: a quick e, or
nothing

Two marks, one sound: kamatz and patach both say a, segol and tzere both say e. They were different long ago, and today they

only change the spelling.

The same word, with and without
With niqqud As you'll see it Say Meaning

Di'7Y NIHvJ shalom hello
NTIN AN toda thank you
T2 19! yeled boy
190 1950 sefer book

| and ' as vowels

A few letters help you read: without nigqud, | often stands for o or u, and ! for i or e. The vowels a and e usually have no letter at

all, so 190 is sefer.

210 NI 'Y D'TY!

tov hu shir yeladim

good: here it's o he: here it'su song: here it's i children: y at the start, i near the
end

Easier than it looks: there are no capital letters and no joined letters, and each word has one spelling. Handwriting uses rounder

shapes, but subtitles use the print letters on this sheet.
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H OW WO rd S WO rk p ITPT 3 - one page of grammar

No word for a: N'2 bayit is a house, or just house. To say the, put i1 ha- on the front of the word.

The: ha-
nan 7' abvhy NoPN
ha-bayit ha-yeled ha-ir ha-kafe
the house the boy the city the coffee

And, in, to, from: one letter on the front

NI N2 aly NTI2VNN
ve-ani ba-bayit la-yam me-ha-avoda
and | at home, in the house to the sea from work

Watch for these letters at the start: |, 2, '3, D and N often aren't part of the word. With the, be- and le- become ba- and la-:

N'1] ba-bayit, at home.

Masculine and feminine

-~ ™~ 7~ i
masculine feminine
no special ending most end in N or N
T9' yeled, boy N9 yalda, girl
12N khaver, friend NN khavera, friend
OI1TIVO student, student N'OITIVO studentit, student

Verbs change too: a man and a woman say | love differently, and so do he and she: 2NIN NRIiN hu ohev, N2NIN R'N hi ohevet.

2NIN "IN N2NIN "IN D'2NIN 1ININ
ani ohev ani ohevet anakhnu ohavim
| love (a man says) | love (a woman says) we love

I, you, he, she, we

1IN NN NN NI N'i 1ININ
ani ata at hu hi anakhnu
| you (to a man) you (to a woman) he she we

No is or are
.01TIVD "IN NN NN 2ITAa NN
ani student. hi mora. ha-bayit gadol.
I'm a student. She's a teacher. The house is big.

Not and questions: put X7 lo before the verb: YTI' N9 "IN ani o yodea, | don't know. A question is the same words with your
voice going up: 7U]TIVD NNN ata student? Are you a student? Describing words come after: 2ITAN N'2N ha-bayit ha-gadol is the
big house, and D172 N'2N ha-bayit gadol is a sentence: the house is big.
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The first 178 words niiwxi oo

4 - say it today

How: learn five a day, then listen for them in shows. (Notes in brackets) say how a word is used.

Greetings and survival

DD\U shalom

hello, and also goodbye (it means peace)

210 —]PEI boker tov

good morning

210 D’W erev tov

good evening

210 19" Jaila tov
good night

ANIOY NN ma shiomkha?

how are you? (to a woman: ma shlomekh?)

?YNWI NN ma nishma?
how's it going?
?22N¥NDN NN ma ha-matsav?

what's up? (casual)

NTIN 210 toy, toda

fine, thanks

NTIN toda

thank you

N2 NTIN toda raba

thank you very much

NI bevakasha

please; also you're welcome

NN'™0 siikha

sSorry; excuse me

NININNY lehitraot
goodbye, see you

"2 bye

bye: people say it a lot
|3 ken

yes

N9 Io

no; also not

TIND D'V naim meod

nice to meet you

N2 NIN2 barukh ha-ba

welcome (to a woman: brukha ha-baa)

['20 89 "IN anilo mevin

| don't understand (@ woman: mevina)

'V |'N ein beaya

no problem
Numbers
1 2 3
NNX D'NY | WIOw
akhat shtaim shalosh

n n'JX 12 behatslakha
good luck

D|I)W N2VJ shabat shalom

said on Friday and Saturday: have a good weekend
Question words

innN ma

what
N mi
who

NN eifo

where

|NI) lean

where to

NDIND me-eifo

where from

NN matai

when

NN lama
why

'N eikh
how

11N kama

how much, how many

NTIN eize

which (for a feminine word: eizo)
Little words

| ve
and (it joins the next word: NN ve-ata, and you)

IN o

or

IJ:IN aval
but

DA gam

also, too
DV im
with

192 i

without

NO po

here

4 5 6 7

VIIIN wnn vy VoY

arba khamesh shesh sheva

DV sham

there

I"WJDV akhshav

now

TIND meod

very (after the word)

ﬂyp ktsat

a little

121 harbe

a lot

1D ki

because

(UL / |'N yesh / ein

there is, | have / there isn't

nt / NNT ze / zot

this (for a masculine / feminine word)
Family

NIN aba
dad

NNDN ima

mum

D"IN horim

parents

NN akh

brother

NINN akhot

sister

|2 ben

son

N2 bat
daughter

NJD saba
grandpa
N0 savta

grandma

V2 baal
husband

NNBOWN mishpakha

family

DT yeladim
children, kids

8 9 10
NNy VWn YWy

shmone tesha eser

Counting: these are the forms for counting, prices and the time. With a masculine word, a few change: TNN ekhad, one. Numbers

in digits run left to right, even inside Hebrew text.
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Food, places, verbs ninipni5ix

Verbs: here in the present, as a man says it: 2NIN "IN ani ohev, | love. A woman says N2NIN "IN ani ohevet; her form is in brackets.

5 - eat, go, do it

People 2V raev NIV ose
hungry (@ woman: reeva) do, make (osa)
I .
YR NWP22 ,|I2WNN ha-kheshbon, ANIN omer
bevakasha say (omeret)
I .
n\i{ nN ||sha if the bill, please 2N medaber
Wolj e solvjw ‘ speak (medaberet)
1 1
Joy/éir:’ﬂ yeled / yalda Places AN roe
N bayit see (roa)
Q2N / NN khaver / khavera
friend (@ man / a woman); also boyfriend / house, home a”)l\fll Shotmea
girlfriend 150 N beit sefer ear (shomaat)
A0 more school T21V oved
teacher (@ woman: mora) NTI2V avoda work (ovedet)
NDIN rofe work 1A gar
doctor (a woman: rofa) NTVYON misada live in a place (gara)
restaurant ﬂ]l'p kone
Food and drink ngp N beit kafe buy (kona)
D'N mayi café NI lomed
water e p|w shuk learn, study (lomedet)
ﬂE)p Kafe market 2NID kotev
coffee D'2IN N beit kholim write (kotevet)
an ¢ hospital N-“p kore
tea ‘ ||'er malon read; also call (koret)
29N khalay hotel 212! yakhol
milk NDIVIN NTY sde teufa can (yekhola)
airport -]'-]X tsarikh
tl?rei;]dlj e JINN rekhov need, have to (tsrikha)
OININ khumus street Describing words
hummus n! yam
DONDD falatel 244 2172 / |OP gadol / katan
falafel "-] IN khof big / small
DIDD salat beach win/ |\U' khadash / yashan
salad D'NIN'Y sherutim new / old
X' beitsa toilet DN /P kham / kar
egg Verb hot / cold
i11'2A gvina eros I)p / NYP kal / kashe
cheese JNIN ohev easy / hard
"-]HJ of love, like (@ woman: ohevet) ]I']p / p”T] karov / rakhok
chicken NXIN rotse near / far
W2 basar want (rotsa) 210 / VN tov/ra
meat VTI' yodea good / bad
know (yodaat) no! yafe
las-{\ e ||]|’) mevin beautiful, nice
ﬂlp’]' yerakot understand (mevina) NNVY sameakh
vegetables I)D|N okhel happy
NIN'D perot eat (okhelet); also food 21NV atsuv
fruit NNIY shote sad
i "
API2 NN arukhat boker drink (shot) MY ayef
tired
breakfast ']Ijln holekh
D'VO taim go, walk (holekhet) 1210V asuk
tasty N2 ba busy
come (baa)

For a woman, add -a: J1TA gadol, NJITA gdola, big; |OP katan, NIV} ktana, small. Describing words do the same after a feminine
word: ND' V'V ir yafa, a beautiful city.
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Show words nihtonn nn

Reactions

NDOON! yalla!

come on! let's go!

11220 sababa

cool, OK, fine by me

NONN akhla

great! awesome!

NONI walla

really? wow; or | swear

?ﬂ NN beemet?

really? seriously?

1T dait

enough! stop it!

12 nu!

come on! well? (when someone is slow)

ATOD beseder

OK, fine, all right

DI yofi

great! lovely! (it means beauty)

XD |'N ein matsav!

no way!

?DINND NN ma pitom?

what? of course not!

I)]n khaval

what a shame, too bad

N2 barur

sure! obviously

DIDN takhles

basically, let's be real

What to call people

INND mami

sweetie, babe: to a partner, and friends say
it too

NN akhi

bro, man (it means my brother)

MINN akhoti

sis (it means my sister)

2N khaver

mate, buddy (it means friend)

pﬂID motek

sweetie, honey (it means sweetness)

6 - films and series

12A gever

you're the man! (it means man)

TINDN /7 NTINN khamud /

khamuda
cutie, sweet (a man / a woman)

The big scenes

ANIN 2NN "IN ani ohev

otakh
| love you (a man to a woman)

?I_TTP i1 ma kara?

what happened?

DN hatsilul
help!

IMIN'NT zehirut!

careful! watch out!

INID bo!

come here! (to a woman: boi!)

ANTN DN al tidag

don't worry (to a woman: al tidagi)

AVONDN "IN ani mitstaer

I'm sorry (@ woman: mitstaeret)

Fast and casual: spoken Hebrew in shows is quick and full of slang, and the subtitles often tidy it up. Some slang comes from

Arabic, like NN yalla and NHYNN akhla, and some from English, like "2 bye.

Man or woman: what you say to someone changes for a man or a woman: X12 bo to a man, 'NI2 boi to a woman, both come

here. You'll hear the difference in every scene.

Swear words are strong: Hebrew has strong swear words, and you'll hear plenty in arguments on screen. Learn to recognise

them, but don't say them. I'T dail and !12 nu! are the ones you can say in front of anyone.
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Practice 5nn

7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the romanization and the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Hebrew out loud, from right to left, then slide the

paper down to check. Can you read every line without peeking? You've got it.

Find the words you know: there are no vowel marks, so start with the words you know: '1IX ani, N¥{J22 bevakasha, and i1 on the

front of a word. The rest of the line falls into place around them.

Read these sentences

1.

10.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Hebrew subtitles to see what it means.

N7 X ,DIDY

shalom, ani dana.
Hello, I'm Dana.

.79 D'NIP N

eikh korim lekha?
What's your name? (to a woman: lakh)

ITA9N 1IN

ani mi-london.
I'm from London.

2D'NN'YN ND'N

eifo ha-sherutim?
Where's the toilet?

.?0921V NTNnNd

kama ze ole?
How much is this?

.?2NWP22 ,NDP TWON

efshar kafe, bevakasha?
Can | have a coffee, please?

ITIND D'YO DDIND

ha-okhel taim meod!
The food is really tasty!

.OI'n on

kham ha-yom.
It's hot today.

.02 31N AN NN

makhar ani holekh la-yam.

Tomorrow I'm going to the sea. (a woman: holekhet)

J1M2V NXP 12T "IN

ani medaber ktsat ivrit.

| speak a little Hebrew. (a woman: medaberet)
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