The alphabet .65.60

1 - 33 letters, read it out loud

The trick: Georgian has its own alphabet of 33 letters, and each letter keeps one sound. There are no capital letters, so you only

learn one shape per letter. Under each word: an apostrophe marks a pop letter (k' p' t' ' ts' ch’), kh is the throaty b, gh is ¢, and

zh is the s in pleasure.

Vowels Like English

Letter Name
1 S ani
2 fo) bani
3 3 gani
4 © doni
5 3 enl
6 3 vini
7 % zeni
8 (0)) tani
9 0 ini
10 3 k'ani
11 @ lasi
12 d mani
13 b nari
14 ™ oni
15 3 p'ari
16 J zhani
17 Q) rae
18 5} sani
19 (_Z) t'ari
20 7] uni
21 (03] pari
22 j kani
23 Q ghani
24 Y g'ari
25 o) shini
26 %) chini
27 3 tsani
28 d dzili
29 v ts'ili
30 é ch'ari
31 o) khani
32 p% jani
33 3 hae

Puff or pop

With a puff A pop, no puff

Sounds like

a in father

b in book

gingo

din day

e in bed

vinvan

zin zoo

tin top, with a puff of air

ee in see, short

k with no puff: a tight little pop
l'in lamp

m in mum

nin no

0 in more, short

p with no puff: a pop

s in pleasure

r with a quick tap of the tongue
sinsun

t with no puff: a pop

oo in food, short

p in pot, with a puff

k in kite, with a puff

a soft gargle, like the French r
a k from deep in the throat, with a pop
sh in shop

ch in chat, with a puff

ts in cats, with a puff

ds in kids

ts with no puff: a pop

ch with no puff: a pop

ch in the Scottish loch
jinjam

hin hat

In the throat

Example

S6OSBO anbani alphabet
603830 bavshvi child

B0 guli heart

Q©JO deda mum
JOOO erti one

3380 vashli apple
D33 zghva sea
™30 tevzi fish

00 ia violet (the flower)
390 kat'a cat
Q’)(")ao lomi lion

600:] mze sun

63Y0bo naq'ini ice cream
ModBO otakhi room
39960 p'uri bread
50@0030 zhirapi giraffe
ﬁdg rdze milk
Ube’)O sakhli house
A&Yg t'g'e forest
3880 ulvashi moustache
RO puli money
Joemsdo kalaki city
3006 ghvino wine
Y0390 g'ava coffee
'ao;joﬁ)o shakari sugar
hS0 chai tea

(39 tsa sky

doMO dzaghli dog
FYsmo ts'q'ali water
&0Js chiika glass

b,:] khe tree

xobg jibe pocket
3036)0 haeri air

Five sounds come in pairs. The first of each pair is said with a puff of air, like English. The second has no puff: close your throat and

let the sound pop out. If the pop doesn't come yet, just say it without breath, like the k in skip. 3360 kari is wind, 3560 k'ari is door;

BYMOO puri is a cow, 3MM0 p'uri is bread. And Yy q' is a pop from deep in the throat.

Nt G

dr- 3«

Two throaty sounds

 gh is a soft gargle, like the French r: ¢0306m ghvino, wine. b
kh is the ch in loch, rougher: BOB 33O khink'ali.

Q’)p'sp'

F)ch'gch' Bts~$ts‘

Read it as written

No capitals, even for names: 60BM nino, MOOMOLO thilisi. No
silent letters either, and stress is light, so say every letter and

you'll be understood.
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H OW WO rd S WO rk 30’)0806030 2 - one page of grammar

No he or she: Georgian has no gender at all, not even in its pronouns. ol is means he, she and it, so sometimes only the scene

tells you who. There's no a or the either: foabo tsigni is book, a book or the book.

Who: six little words

d) [sg]9) ol h3J0 0J376 obobo
me shen is chven tkven isini
| you (casual) he, she, it we you (polite, or all of they
you)

To be
37 396 396 boM oL sM0U
me var shen khar is aris
lam you are (casual) he, she, it is
h390 396 ™J330 bsro oLobo sM0sb
chven vart tkven khart isini arian
we are you are (polite, or all of you) they are

The verb knows who: 336 var already means | am, so 37 me is often left out. The verb often goes last, but the order is free, so

don't worry about it. Put 36 ar before the verb for not: 36 3030 ar vitsi, | don't know.

Verb last: | drink coffee

d) Y39l 3L3s0
me g'avas vsvam
| coffee drink: the 3 at the start already means |

Verbs carry a lot: one Georgian verb can say who does it, to whom and when, and that takes years to master. So don't learn tables

yet. Start with set phrases like 306y minda, | want, and 04356 miq'vars, | love, and let the rest come from listening.

You: 936 or 3336

(4)(")6(")(4) B3M? rogor khar? 6)(")6(‘)(4) BIOIDN? rogor khart?
B76: friends, family, kids, anyone your age ™J376: strangers, older people, at work, and more than one person.
Same word for both.

Sir and madam

60(5(")6(") bat'ono db@bb@)(‘)S(’) kalbat'ono

sir; Mr before a name: ds@mbm gomGaon madam; Mrs or Ms before a name: Joemds@mMbm 6obm

A handy word: on its own, d3&mbm? bat'ono? is a polite yes? when someone calls you, or pardon? when you didn't catch
something.

Clusters, with a smile: Georgian loves consonants in a row: 830630 mts'vrnel, coach, and the famous §3R3M3§360
gvprtskvni, you're peeling us, with eight consonants before its only vowel. Take them slowly, one letter at a time. Every letter is said,
and they get easier fast.
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The first 239 words 306330 LnBYy3300

How: learn five a day, then hunt for them in Kitsumi subtitles. (Notes in brackets) say how a word is used.

Greetings and survival

6080@}((‘066 gamarjoba

hello

6‘)6060@me gagimarjos
the reply: hello to you too
0y 38300mMd0LY

dila mshvidobisa
good morning

Usesdm 3830mMd0LY

saghamo mshvidobisa
good evening

337 389300MO0LY

ghame mshvidobisa
good night

636330@OU nakhvamdis
goodbye

3903 Kargad

bye (it means well); also fine

33MMOS madioba

thank you

OO 3350MMMDY didi madioba

thank you very much

8033MMMOM gmadlobt

thank you (polite)

3MBM3 gtkhovt
please (polite)

1) Y0 GO tu sheidzleba
please (it means if it's possible)
OMEOOB0 bodishi

sorry; excuse me

":)3&86)630@ uk'atsravad

excuse me, pardon (polite)

08B diakh
yes (polite)

ﬁ)(‘)a(")ﬁ) bo@? rogor khar?

how are you? (casual)

6)(")6(‘06) bstron? rogor khart?
how are you? (polite, or to a group)

30@60@ 36(4) k'argad var
I'm fine

69 833007 ra gkvia?
what's your name? (casual)

83 85300 ... me mkvia ...

my hame is ...

Uob008m36mo sasiamovnoa

nice to meet you

376 35303 ver gavige

| didn't catch that

NG 3030 arvitsi

| don't know

6(*)6(7)606;9007 mobrdzandit

welcome, come in (polite)

60[)6360) gisment

hello? (on the phone: it means I'm listening)

Question words
ﬁ)b ra

what

300 vin

who

UOQ sad

where

UOOQéS saidan

where from

6)(*){90[.5 rodis

when

@06(‘)6 rat'om

why

@(")6(")@ rogor

how

@OGQJBO ramdeni

how much, how many

6)(*)83@0 romeli

which

(O} QO@U? ra ghirs?

how much is it?

JU S 3M0U? es ra aris?

what is this?

Me and you
63 me
I, me

'636 shen

you (casual)

ol is
he, she, it; also that

6336 chven
03396 tkven

you (polite, or all of you)
obobo isini

they

JU es

this

k330 chemi

my

‘8360 sheni

your (casual)

O')d3360 tkveni

your (polite, or of all of you)

AoLo misi
his, her

Little words

Q0 da

and; also sister

606@66 magram

but
36 an

or

66@006 dzalian
very

G(Y)(SO tsot'a

a little

633(4)0 bevri

a lot, many

AbMEMME mkholod

only

“33J uk've

already

30 J3 Kidev

more, again

éd ak

here

0g ik

there

@6{9666 radgan

because

6@6607 albat
probably, maybe

Things
(2)3@303(")60 t'eleponi

phone
7000 tsigni
book

B0 puli

money

606:_’]060 mankana

car

60UOQ360 gasaghebi
key

3960 Kari

door

0306}{06)0 panjara
window

MN3BO otakhi
room

3 - say it today

Victory, every day: 3335(%Mds gamarjoba comes from the word for victory, and the reply wishes it back: 33g03sMxmU

gagimarjos to one person, 3330083MXMM gagimarjot to a group or politely. You'll hear it at every door.
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People and time bOQ’)bQ QO QO”)O’) 4 - who and when

The famous surprise: @09 deda is mum and 8585 mama is dad. Yes, the other way round from what you'd guess. @300 deda
turns up in other words too: @)oo dedakalaki, capital city, is the mother city.

Family BOMBO khalkhi YmM33emN 30U qoveltvis
people always
O ded
inJ%Qinoth:r ’ 39B30 Kkatsi O@OUQ@(")U arasdros
3 a man never
00 mama . )
dad, father JSMO kali QO dila
59 E)Q'):]E)O . woman morning
™ mshoblebi )
parents 053830 bavsh O dghe
33 child day
S d
brotherzma 00O bichi UOQOG(*) saghamo
B boy evening
0O bebi
gr;?ndma e 6(')6(")60 gogona ggoag ghame
Bsd girl night
S O bab
grandg e 636(")60@0 megobari LSS0 saati
8 friend hour; also a clock, a watch
3000 shvili )
child (a son or daughter) 6300(‘063@0 mezobell 3] tve
neighbour month
e hi
?onﬂ e U(5"360(¢)0 st'umari WJQ)O ts'eli
d 3 guest year
MO 030LM0O kalishvili _
daughter gggrao ek Days of the week
33O kmari
hdusban L 3L 83eMIDIMO mastsaviebeli MEOBDSDSON orshabati
teacher Monday
\%2@0 tsol When LBOABIOIMO samshabati
300 Tuesday
00 bid
e U dghes MOBYSBSNO otkhshabati
today Wednesday
ﬂ?&%ﬁiﬁﬁ; B350 Khval BYNTIOSNO khutshabati
38 tomorrow Thursday
S0NY mamida ) . o
aunt (daﬁ sister) 6”3'606 gushin 366)6[)3330 p'arask'evi
b yesterday Friday
MYS0O ojakhi
fan?ﬁy o bb@\s akhla B3OINO shabati
now Saturday
People 83@3 mere 330@6 k'vira
later, then Sunday; also week
0@060060 adamiani
person
Numbers
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
600 M0 bsdo mobo bmon 2d3Lo 83000 M3 366G SO0
erti ori sami otkhi khuti ekvsi shvidi rva tskhra ati
" 12 20 30 40 50 60 80 100 1,000
D ION3YBO 0mM3330 ™E0 MEOISNO ™EOHIME0 MOIMEOISO0 LsdmEn mnbAmE0 sbo sosbo
tertmet'i tormet'i otsi otsdaati ormotsi ormotsdaati samotsi otkhmotsi asi atasi

Counting in twenties: from 20 to 99, Georgian counts in twenties. ™30 otsi is 20, MMAMEO ormotsi is two twenties, 40, LyAMEO
samotsi three twenties, 60, MMBAMEO otkhmotsi four twenties, 80. The rest is twenty and ten: MEISMO otsdaati, 30;
MOIMEBEIEYMO ormotsdakhuti, two twenties and five, 45.

Days count from Saturday: QodsM0 shabati is Saturday. Monday is MM B3SO orshabati, two-Saturday, and so on up to

Thursday, 69900330800 khutshabati, five-Saturday. Friday and Sunday have their own names, and 33069 k'vira also means week.
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FOOd, places, verbs LoZdxemn O daNEMJON

Food and drink
TYsM0 ts'qali

water

Y30 gava
coffee

hoO chai
tea

@da rdze
milk
03006M ghvino

wine

MO0 ludi

beer

3"3(4)0 p'uri
bread

Y330 q'veli

cheese

bmﬁ)go khortsi

meat
9300 tewsi
fish

BOMO Knil
fruit

B39O0 khach'ap'uri
khachapuri, bread baked with cheese
BOBISMO Khinkali

khinkali, juicy dumplings you eat by hand
GWSOQO mts'vadi

mtsvadi, meat grilled on skewers

MMOOM lobio

lobio, a bean stew

hmEhBIMS churchkhela
churchkhela, walnuts on a string, dipped in thick
grape juice

UO"UOOBJ sauzme
breakfast

L3OO sadili
lunch, the main meal

3363530 vakhshami
dinner, supper

3303 mshia
I'm hungry

36g3M030, 9y BxndemJds

angarishi, tu sheidzleba
the bill, please

Places

L0 saknii

house, home

LsBEBO sakhlshi

at home

ERYS[ER) bvn(‘?)() samsakhuri
work, job

US(’)Q’)O sk'ola

school

F)gb@m@oBo rest'orani

restaurant

39RJ kape

café

33300 maghazia
shop

03DIMO bazari

market

UOOSOQBS(‘O%N saavadmgq'opo
hospital

UOQ&"D@O sadguri

station

JoemaJo kalaki

city, town

LMBIMO sopeli

village

d"“_']F)-) kucha

street

AM3MIAO tualeti

toilet

OOQSO zghva

sea

AN mta

mountain

337L0S eklesia

church

badoﬁ)msggym sakartvelo

Georgia, the country

O0MOLO thilisi
Thilisi

Verbs, ready to say
30@ var

lam

aojgb makvs

| have (a thing)

906y minda

| want

90Y356U miqvars

| love; also | really like

8m8$m6b momts'ons

| like
3030 vitsi

| know

ngaob mesmis

| understand; also | hear

30M333M33MO viap'arak'ob

| speak

SUWOSQ)(")E) vsts'avlob

I learn, | study

38"3(60(‘06 vmushaob

| work

336(")36)(*)6 vtskhovrob

I live

3306 vch'am

| eat

3b308 vsvam

I drink

303000356 mivdivar
I'm going

6(')3;90306) movdivar

I'm coming

SbJQOS vkhedav

| see

3"33"3(4)36 vuq'ureb

I watch
33MMJO0 velodebi
I'm waiting

838090 shemidzlia

| can

Describing words

QOO / 3660@0 didi / p'at'ara
big / small

BBIMO / (3030 tskheli / tsivi

hot / cold

SBIMO / 3O akhali / dzveli
new / old

d3060 / 08B0 dzviri / iapi
expensive / cheap

B3O tsudi
bad

@080000 lamazi

beautiful

638603@0 gemrieli

tasty, delicious

UOOG@J&)OU(‘O saint'ereso
interesting

07b0JMO bednieri
happy

QOMNMOLMO daghlili

tired

Learn verbs as phrases: Georgian verbs change a lot, so this list gives each one ready to say, in the | form. Put a word before it

and you have a sentence: Ys35 8063 q'ava minda, | want coffee; JsMem0 80Y33MU kartuli mig'vars, | love Georgian. Put 6 ar

in front for not: 3 306 ar minda, | don't want.
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Show words LnEB Y3300 3NEM3JoNES6

Reactions

30083! vaime!

oh my! oh no! (surprise, pain, delight)

8060')@6? martla?

really?

306)60 k'argi

OK, fine; also good

30 / 30 ho/ ki
yeah / yes (casual)

06)6 ara

no

30"3! vau!

wow!

}_-j(')F)-)Q' g'ochagh!

well done!

QN mjao "36@0 ra tkma unda

of course

l.)",‘jm') 36)0’)00 sul ertia

it doesn't matter, all the same

3087? aba?

well? so? (it does many jobs)

37Monm hydm!
ghmerto chemo!
my God!

Frfgaogp' chumad!

quiet!
What to call people

dad(") dzmao

bro (it means brother; for any friend)

oMB3M gogo

girl; friends call each other this

O0&M bich'o
hey, boy! man! (calling a boy or a friend)

lm:jgo(‘)ggg)m saq'varelo

darling, my love

6306)03-)[)(") dzvirpaso

dear (it means precious)

‘B300MM shvilo

my child (elders say it to any young person)

Q80O 3M daik'o

little sister; also to any young woman

6 - films and series
The big scenes

803306)606) miq'varkhar

I love you

6366(56)3.(’)0 menat'rebi

| miss you

93I9BIN0 33MRS@
03636& g'velaperi k'argad ikneba
everything will be all right

BONOBOMS! prikhilad!

careful!

90039 gn! mishvelet!

help!

M 8mbgpo7 ra mokhda?
what happened?

6"3 6380600 nu geshinia

don't be afraid

8030(503 map'at'ie

forgive me

©337MME]! damelode!

wait for me!

J930000! tsavedit!

let's go! (it means we went)

The warmest word: 3)Bs335eM7 genatsvale means something like I'd take your place. People say it for dear, please and thank you,

to friends, to children, even to the person selling bread. Said with a smile, it softens anything.

The supra: a Georgian feast is a U)3M supra. The 333 tamada, the toastmaster, leads long toasts: to peace, to family, to

friends, to those who are gone. Everyone raises a glass and answers 359336xMU! gaumarjos!, victory to it. Passing a toast on to

someone is 3¢Md3JMOO alaverdi.

Strong words: Georgian has strong swear words too, and you'll hear them on screen, even between friends. They hit harder than

the subtitles show: recognise them, but don't say them. 35087! vaime! is the one you can say in front of anyone.
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Practice 39M%n3dn

7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the orange and grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Georgian out loud, then slide the paper down to check. Can

you read every line without peeking? You've got it.

Questions: a question can look just like a statement. Raise your voice at the end: JsGmM0 0E07? kartuli itsi? Do you know

Georgian?

Read these sentences

1.

10.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Georgian subtitles to see what it means.

8303MYM0Y, 37 bobm 35300.

gamarjoba, me nino mkvia.
Hello, my name is Nino.

-Lsn@sb bo®?

saidan khar?
Where are you from?

. 0M030, Ly sMOL BYsmMIR0?

bodishi, sad aris t'ualet'i?
Excuse me, where's the toilet?

.30 Yo39, M9 TJ0dmM 0.

erti g'ava, tu sheidzleba.
One coffee, please.

- 9O MS® 3MAY 30335 3MO.

kartulad tsot'a vlap'arak'ob.
| speak a little Georgian.

. @M3L doeM0sb 3byme.

dghes dzalian tskhela.
It's very hot today.

. 6350 md0MoliBo 3n30356.

khval tbilisshi mivdivar.
Tomorrow I'm going to Thilisi.

- B3F33MM0 oMb g§33M0)mO!

khach'ap'uri dzalian gemrielial
The khachapuri is delicious!

.00Y3560U Jor00mo 306m.

miq'vars kartuli ghvino.
| love Georgian wine.

OO 33MMBS Y37M3BOOLM30U!

didi madloba qg'velapristvis!
Thank you so much for everything!
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