YO u r fi rSt 1 OO ka nj i Ci L &5 D 100 for beginners who already read kana

A kanji is a meaning, not a sound. 7K means water, however you say it. Each kanji has a few possible readings,
and the word around it tells you which one to use. You do not need to learn them all at once. Nobody does.

Two kinds of reading

Kun reading: the Japanese word On reading: from Chinese

Written in hiragana on the cards. It often stands Written in katakana on the cards. It usually shows
alone, with a kana tail called okurigana that carries up in compounds, where kanji stand next to each
the grammar: B3, BXEJ, BT, other with no kana between them: B2, /A&

Worked example: &, eat

ﬁ/\% =% to eat Kun 7z, with the tail ~%. Kanji + kana tail is usually kun.

A
SPpe

Special readings: some words ignore all of this and are learned whole, like 5H & 5, 5& Z& L, —A
0 & V). The cards mark them (special). The rule of thumb above is a good first guess, not a law.

1

Ls< U ameal | On 37, then & L. Kanji stuck together are usually on.

How to read a card

1. The kanji. The number in the corner is its place in the 100.

rest2 2. Its meaning in English.
L kun X9 & 3 3. Kun in hiragana. The pale part is okurigana, so /K& reads 3. A
on ¥am 4 dash means no common kun.
4. On in katakana. Common readings only, two at most.
A person 1 leaning on a tree ’K: 5. A picture to remember it by. These are memory hooks, not history.
rest5 Real kanji origins are often quite different.
HKH Zw>5 Lo day OﬁG 6. One common word to read in the wild. Learn this first. Three words

borrow a kanji from outside the 100: Ex, & L\¥), Bia .

Stroke order in brief How to use this sheet
o Top to bottom: = = e 5 aday gets you through all 100 in 20 days. Reread
o Left to right: JII /\ yesterday's five first.
e Across before down when they cross: + e Hunt them. Watch something with Kitsumi and spot
« Middle before sides: 7\ 7k today's five in the subtitles. Hover a word to check it.
o Boxes: sides and top, then inside, then close the « Don't memorize every reading. Learn the meaning

bottom: B H and the example word. The rest arrive when you meet
These cover most kanji, and a few break them. Order helps your them.
hand remember the shape. o Testyourself on the last page.

7= 3}
Furigana are small kana printed over a kanji to show its reading: B~ %, 5 H. Manga for younger readers is full

of them. Try the kanji first, then let your eyes go up.
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The 100 kanji 1-25

Numbers

one
kun Ov& D
on 4F, 14

One stroke: one

—A 0 &) one person (special)

five
kun WLZ"D D
on I

A blocky 5 standing on a shelf

HA ZH> May
nine
kun T Z DD
on ¥a17,7

A bent arm doing curls: nine
reps to go
FBE < L 9 o'clock
ten thousand
kun -
on ¥V, /NN

One — over a bent blade: big
money, 10,000

—AM Wb FEA XA 10,000 yen

Days & nature basics

sun, day
kun O, D
on =ZF, TV

A square sun with a bar across
its middle

B4 (Z1Z A Japan (special)

tree, wood
kun &
on BV, R

A tree: trunk, branches, roots

ARDTF =D L 7= under the tree

1]

Three streams flowing down: a
river

W Bhh stream, brook
(special)

river
kun D4
on

kun 72D
— =

Two strokes: two

ZA 3721 two people (special)
—l six
/ \ kun$ > D

on AY
A top hat on two legs: six ants
hide underneath

7B A < L 6 o'clock
ten
kun &
on Y217

Turn the Roman X a little: ten

+A8 Lw 5 A2 October

| yen, circle
kun ¥ % L

w on LV

A bank teller's window: yen pass
through

HBEME Z0 % < ZA 500 vyen

moon, month

kun D &

g on TV, AV

A moon with two clouds drifting
across it

4B Z Al this month

A roof over nuggets in the
ground: gold

& HH 4 money

rice field
kun 7=
on TV

A rice field from above, cut into
four plots

He 772 H Tanaka (surname)

w— three
m— kun H DD
—— (1) ‘|j"/

Three strokes: three

=R & AdD March

seven
kun 7878, TRIR D
on VF

A 7 flipped upside down, with a
slash through it

tR LEa2 July

=== hundred

kun -

on BE¥ 7

One — on white A: a stack of a
hundred white sheets

BH 0% < 2 A 100 yen

numbers - days and nature

four
kun LA, X2

on ¥

JL

A room with four walls and two
people inside

A LA April

eight
/ \ kun %> 2 D
on /NF

A tent flap wide open: room for
eight campers

NB &5 H D August

thousand
kun B
on 7

A stroke sits on ten +: tens of
tens of tens, a thousand

FH A ZA 1,000 yen

Readings shift. Count with £ A, 7%, £ 9, but months
and hours lock one in: 8 LA'2, A LHAD, LA
<A, UEF L U, BB LB L, Ll < L. Sounds also merge:
ZEH IAVRL, KRB A2 U N\B IE-2 e =F

SAEA.
fire
I / kun O
on 7

A person waving both arms,
sparks flying: fire!

TEN (Z7 0 fireworks

soil, earth

kun 25

F, b

A sprout poking up from the
ground: soil

lem—— 0N

+H £icH Satand Sun

heaven, sky
E kun &
on TV

A big person X under a line:
heaven above their head

XR TA = weather
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water
7 kun &9

on XA
A stream splashing out to both
sides: water

KB LS tap water

mountain
kun ¥ %
on Y

Three peaks: a mountain

Kili & A volcano

The week: B Sun, B Mon,
N Tue, 7k Wed, < Thu, &
Fri, &= Sat. Learn these
seven and you can read a
calendar.



The 100 kanji 26-50

Days & nature basics (continued)

/= spirit, energy

on:\"

Steam curling up from a rice pot:
energy in the air

K49 £.3%A mood

Time

S vear
I: kun & L

on AV
A person shouldering grain:
harvest comes every year

S T L L this year (special)

what
kun 7212, It A

A

A person 4 next to a mystery
load: what is that?

AR 72 A L what time

/-— noon

e N -

on I

Cow 4 without its horn: it nods
off at noon

F T2 pm.
People & body

person

N

kun Q&
v, v

A person walking: just two legs

BAAN ICIZA LA Japanese
person

eye

kun &

on ®Z

An eye stood on end: lids and iris

B3> ® 72 to stand out

foot, leg
kund L, 721 %

C1
A: on V7

A kneecap [ over a striding foot

FRB THL hands and feet

rain
SIS
Fq kun & &
on 7

Drops falling under a cloud roof:
rain

K HHH W heavy rain

. kun & X

- on‘/

H:I_—_ time, hour

Sun B + temple F: the temple
bell tells the time

B U H A time

ahead, previous
kun & F
on

A step up on two legs JL: one
stride ahead of everyone

4 B A\ teacher
between, space
E kun & W72,
on v, rv

Sun H shining through a gate F9:
the gap between

AR IZA T A human being

E man
kunEB &
7j on X, Fv

Power 77 in the rice field H: man

BOF HL D boy

mouth
kun < B
on 37

A square, wide-open mouth

AL LA Z 5 population

sky, empty
kun Z 5, & <
on 77

A hole 7% over a tool I: dig up
and hit the sky

Het

ZER <O E air

H

minute, part
kun HH B

AN
éj on 7, TV

A blade 7] under a split /\: cut it,
part; split the hour, minutes

HS TS A 5 minutes

=42 front, before

HU kun ¥ X

on ¥
Horns, a moon H, a blade 1] : the
knight up front

FE] A am.

J=— cvery

= kun -
on ¥A

Mother £ with a hat on: she
wears it every day

#H FULITH every day

woman

kun BAR

on 93
A figure dancing with crossed
legs: woman

TDF BARD I girl

ear
kun &

on°)

An ear with folds inside

EEH 07 »H left ear

nature - time - people

== flower

/ft’ kun (72
on 71

Grass + on top, something
changing 1t below: it blooms, a
flower

TER (2% % blossom viewing

AI‘IOWi

kun L»
on IV

A roof with something tucked
under: get under it right now

4H = & 5 today (special)

after, behind
1 kndb &, 5 L%
on 3,37

Slow steps 7, tangled thread %,
dragging feet 4. you fall behind

#®T H & T later
A - week

[ ] kun -
jL— on a7

A walk 5_ around a lap &: one
lap is a week

S8 ZALw S this week

child

i on ¥V

kun

A swaddled baby with its arms
out: child

FEH ZEH child

== hand
e LI C
- on ¥

A hand: fingers spread, wrist
running down

EF L & 57 good at (special)

Counting people: —A O& W and Z A &72 1 are special, then it turns regular: Z A A ICA,

AN ZICA, A LSl
or fa;?ZLL/\,.

Kitsumi -

ZA.Watch A LICA
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(not LIZA) and A, which canbe L HIZA



The 100 kanji 51-73

People & body (continued)

friend
kun &%

on 17

Two hands reaching for each
other: friend

Kb &£ 755 friend

/__ life, birth
—f— kunWVZX 3, D FEND
—t on A, 37

A sprout pushing up out of soil
+: life

—& Lo L & 5 awhole lifetime
Position & size

up, above
kun D 2, HH 5D
on ¥av

A stick rising above a line: up

ETF L& 51 up and down

left
kun ON2 Y
on Y

A hand holding a tool T: the left
steadies the work

EH S5 left and right

2
A ten + on a hut with a fenced
plot: warm farms in the south

south
kun 75
on ;v

BA #7424 <H south exit

=l {all, expensive

I-E kun 72 H W

on 37
A tower with a roof and a door:
tall

BB Z5 29 high school

e

y ﬁ new

%L kun H7=H L L
on ¥V

Stand 37 by a tree K with an axe
Fr: fresh-cut, new

$iE L AT A new year

J/ \ father
X kun B H
on 7/
Crossed arms with a frown on
top: father is waiting

BREA BE 5 EA dad
(special)

~ ] mother

' kun [Z 1
~ on R

Two dots for eyes on a kneeling

figure: mother watches over you

BBIA BHTA mum
(special)

people - position and size

I&LI study

kun F 2.8
5 on By

A child ¥ under a roof, sparks
flying overhead: study

2HE AU student

Whose dad? & 5% and & X3 are your own parents when you talk to outsiders. ERXR A
B&IZAand BEZA BHH A are how you call yours, or how you talk about someone
else's. Anime mostly uses these two.

down, below

|: kun L7z, &H'%
on Hh, 7T

A stick hanging below a line:
down

TFF ~7= bad at (special)

right
kun & &

/
j on 7,17

A hand and a mouth [3: the right
hand feeds you

HF #E T right hand

north
kun E 7=
on K7

Two people back to back against
the cold north wind

Bt & 5 1F < Tohoku region

—L— cheap, calm
:; z" kun 9L
on 77V

A woman % under her own roof:
calm, because the rent is cheap

£\ 9L cheap

—— Old

D kun 8% L

on O
Ten + mouths [ retelling one
tale: old

thiy 5 5 & second-hand

middle, inside

E kun 78

on Fav

A line through the middle of a
box

FEE H i 5 H<HE W junior

high student

= east
Eli kun OAY L
on b7

Sun H rising through a tree k:
east

ER & & &9 Tokyo
big
kunBE =0
on XA, %A

A person with arms stretched
wide: this bhig!

K 72LA < university

long, chief
—-q kun 7R AL

- on Fav

A grandpa with hair streaming in
the wind: long

L &AW long

outside
kun Z &
on A4

Evening % + a signpost b: time
to go outside

SAE »L < foreign country

T west
} Dl kuniZ L
on A, %A

A bird tucks into its nest as the
sun sets: west

O ICL <H west exit

small
kun bBUWLhE by, Z

3

One line and two tiny bits flung
aside: small

INEE L xS AN
elementary student

L white
kun LA, LAWL

on /N7

A sun H with one ray on top:
blinding white

B\ L AL white

Special pair: £F L £ 5 9 good at, FF ~7: bad at. Station
exits: HO O L CH, AO ICLCH, A ARACH, 460
Z7-< 5. You will see these everywhere.
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The 100 kanji 7s-100

Verbs

see
kun &+ %

Jl—)on"]”/

An eye H on running legs JL: run
and see

B (AN field trip, tour

/N drink
EA kun D&
on 4V
Food & beside a wide yawn X:
gulp, drink

BRAH) DHH D adrink

=} write

—_ kunH <
on >3
A hand and brush 2 over a

speaking mouth Fl: write what
you say

&JE L £ TA bookstore

enter
kun lEZW5, WiLS
on =17

A with one leg leading through
the door: enter

A0 Wi < entrance
Everyday
book, origin

kun % &
on KV

A tree K with a mark at its base:

the root of things, and a book

A [ZAIZA the person
themself

electricity

FE, .
on T

Rain ¥ above, a bolt below:
electricity

BR TA Z electricity, lights

=l— school
x kun -
on 37
A tree K beside friends mixing
%%: a wooden school

28 A > Z 5 school

1 kun \,\
] on O77,F¥37
A crossroads from above: which

way to go?

i7< W< togo

H.

An ear B at a gate 3: listen in

hear, ask
kun & <
on 7V, EV

iR L A YA newspaper

— say, word
kun\W o, Z &
on "f‘/, v

Lines of speech coming out of a
mouth [: say

£ [TA Z language

go out
I——I kun T3, 729
I——I on ¥/

Two mountains L stacked:
scramble up and out

HA ©<¢Bb exit

:E language
- kun 172 %
on I

Words &, five 7, mouth [3: five
mouths talking, language

BAEE (<

station
l\\‘ kun -
on LF

A horse 5 on the left: riders
swap horses at the station

ERET 2 & £ Z by the station

|ZA Z Japanese

Konjj’f

A roof A over clouds of chatter
=: meet

&4t AU L % company

Kitsumi -

come
kun < %
on 74

A tree K with its arms raised:
hey, come here!

JiE S0 Lw 5 next week

—_ talk
= kun 17879, (372 L
on 7

Words & and a tongue &: talk

EEE TAb telephone

-l stand
\ ! kun 7=
on UV

A person with feet planted on
the ground: stand

E3L = < Y 2 national
rest

kun ¢ &
on ¥a17

A person 4 leaning on a tree 7k:

rest

KB w5 LD day off

country
kun < (2

E on 37

A jewel & inside a border []: a
country's treasure

FE 5w > Z< China

=

A roof I~ over a fortune-teller's
stall &5: a shop

A& 1A TA main branch

shop
kun &8

on TV

firm, shrine
kun > L A
on V¥

An altar % beside soil £: a

shrine. A company is one with
desks

#HR LeH &5 company
president
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verbs - everyday

/DN eat
| kun 7=~3%
_—K on a7
A roof over a heaped rice bowl:
time to eat

A& AL L & < eating out

::I: read

kunJift)

o)l ..

Words & for sale 5g: read them
before you buy

& L < L & reading books

® S~ o0n NS

A net m full of shells 8, think
old coins: buy

B 20 D shopping

3% moves its reading: 33
(%,kFzd £, kAL
Z 78 L. Same kanji, same
meaning.

p—Car
kun < % %
on ¥

Iml
i

A cart from above: two wheels
and an axle, a car

EHE TAL » train

name
kun 73
on XA,3I37

Evening % + mouth d: in the
dark, call out your name

& 5 F X name

L. road, way

J k:n HH

A head & walking i_: the road



Practice ##%L+5

read it before you peek

How: cover the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read each word out loud, then slide the paper down to check. Every kanji

here is one of your 100, and everything else is kana.

Level 1 - numbers and dates

=R A tH +A S

I AN D - sangatsu - L A - shigatsu - April | | L 54D - shichigatsu - Cw 5 A -jugatsu - < L - kuji- 9 o'clock

March July October

Level 2 - time and nature

23 St 55 Skl x5

= & 9 - kyo - today Z & L - kotoshi - this F L (ZH - mainichi - S L w9 -raisha - TAZ - tenki - weather

(special) year (special) every day next week

Level 3 - people

—A —_A yivicd P4 REZH

O & Y - hitori - one Sz Y - futari - two T AHEL - sensei - M - gakusei - & H 7% - tomodachi -

person (special) people (special) teacher student friend

Level 4 - places and things

H A FR B M BR=y

IZI1E A - nihon - Japan M>Z 5 - gakko - TA L % -densha - T<b - deguchi - exit A EF A - ekimae - by

school train the station

Level 5 - kanji + kana tail

R% 1< %% BN% Bk E)

% - miru - to see W< -iku - to go <% - kuru - to come 7=~% - taberu - to eat £ & - yomu - to read

Read these sentences
1L.SHIEXRIA VLTI,

TrIE TAEN LWWWTT, -kyd wa tenki ga ii desu. - The weather is nice today.

2RI EBETITEEY,

Ebibé TAL»TWEEXY, -tomodachito densha de ikimasu. - I'm going by train with a friend.

3. B8R, BERFEZHRAE T,

FWITH, IZIEATEHE £HF T, - mainichi, nthongo o yomimasu. - | read Japanese every day.

A, EEIFERICWE T,

HFAEWE A>T HIC LWET, -sensei wa gakko niimasu. - The teacher is at school.

5. RO chRkEZEWE L7,

ZED EFATHRTE HUWELT, -ekinomae de mizu o kaimashita. - | bought water in front of the station.

6. ILICA S > TWET,

PEICHDN $>T WET, -yama ni ame ga futte imasu. - It's raining on the mountain.

1. FHR=ZKFICKRAET,

T EALICXRTHAET, -gogo sanji ni yasumimasu. - I'll take a break at 3 p.m.

8. kB, MLLWEZRICITEXT,

BH

% < Z A - hyakuen -
100 yen

-
1R
|72 A - hanami -
blossom viewing

ZDF

BALDZ - onna no ko
- girl

FANES

ML Z < - gaikoku -
foreign country

LW

7= L\ - atarashii -
new

LWlwd, Hizo LW KB F% AT WEFET, -raisha, atarashii kuruma o mi ni ikimasu. - Next week I'm going to look at a new car.

9. ZANIFBXRDAKRZFHA TWET,

ST IF ICIFAD 1FAZ SAT WET, - futari wa nihon no hon o yonde imasu. - The two of them are reading a Japanese book.
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