Pinyin and tones s=mmsia

1 - four tones and a light one

Pinyin is Mandarin written in Latin letters. It tells you how to say a character. The mark over the vowel is the tone: the shape your
voice makes. Change the tone, and you change the word.

Same syllable, five words

—~
ma ma

45 R

mother hemp; numb

High and flat. Hold one Rising. Goes up, like a
high note, like singing. surprised what?

4 NEUTRAL

3(
3
Q)

mMa

15

horse to scold question word

Low, dipping. Goes down, Falling. Drops hard, like a
then up. In fast speech it firm No!
often just stays low.

D40 RS g7

Mama ma ma ma?

Is mum scolding the horse? All four tones and the light one in one line.

M

Light. Short and soft, no
mark. I3 turns a sentence
into a yes or no question.

Every syllable has three parts

A" 4
h ao ha
+ + - a0
initial final tone FT e
the start the rest 3rd 9

One tone apart, a different word

B £ B w0 W oK R
S =

3k ! f I=! KT EEJ('_L
v or .. - or . N or " [ or R
mai mai tang tang weén wén shuijiao shuijiao
to buy to sell soup sugar to ask to kiss dumplings to sleep

The marks draw the pitch: ~ stays high, " goes up, ~ dips, " falls. Some books write numbers instead: mal ma2 ma3 ma4, and ma
or ma5 for the light one.

How: say ma ma ma ma out loud, slowly, with your hand drawing the shape in the air. Then do it with any syllable from the next
pages. In Kitsumi, hover any word in Chinese subtitles to see what it means, then say it back.
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Initials =3

2 - how a syllable starts

21 starting sounds. Most are close to English. The orange ones are the tricky ones: they look English, but they're not.

Lips

Tongue tip

Back of the
mouth

Tongue flat,
lips in a smile

Tongue curled
back

Tongue on the
teeth

Puff or no puff: b d g j zh z are soft, with no puff of air. p t k
g ch c come with a puff. Hold a sheet of paper in front of
your mouth: it moves for p, and stays still for b.

b

b in boy, soft, no puff of air

/\ ba eight

d

din do, soft, no puff

i da big

g in go, soft, no puff

5@ gdu dog

Jin jeep, tongue flat behind
the bottom teeth

'A-| e
%Jla home, family

zh

jin jam, tongue tip curled up

I:F' zhdng middle

Z

ds in kids

E zai at, in

p in pie, with a puff

HHE péngyou friend

t

tin top, with a puff

ﬂij, ta he

k

k in kite, with a puff

E kan to look, watch

chin cheap, with a puff.
Never a k sound

% qu to go

ch

ch in church, tongue curled,
with a puff

=
2R ché tea

C

ts in cats, with a puff. Never a
k sound

— ..
% cal dish, vegetable

m

m in me

?jﬁ mao cat

n

nin no

1;_]_'\ ni you

h

h, rougher, like ch in Scottish
loch

tl} hao good

X

between s and sh: sh in sheep
with a smile

/_]\ Xiao small

sh

sh in shirt, tongue curled

IEE shi to be

S

sinsun

—— san three

f

fin fun

A N
L}i fan meal, rice

lin low

K V3 s
;E |ai to come

r

between rin run and s in
measure

;:;l\’ ré hot

AN

Curled or flat: for zh ch sh r, curl the tip of your tongue up
toward the roof of your mouth. For j g x, keep it flat and
smile. j g x only ever come before i or Q.

The buzzy i: after zh ch shrz c s, the i is not ee. It's a buzz that carries on from the consonant: 22 shi sounds like shr, P9 si like a
long sss, iz chi like chr.
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Finals s93

Single vowels

a

er

ain father
BT baba dad

aw in law, lips round

= -
j:% mo to touch

u in duh, from the back of the throat

ﬁ:ﬁ € hungry

eein see

Moo
mi rice (raw)

oo in food

Z: bu not

say ee with round lips, like German U

ﬁ nl woman

ar in American car

— ertwo

Two vowels

a0

ou

eye
o=

Az ailove
ay in say

% méi beautiful

ow in cow

= -
[=J gao tall

oh, asin go

/:E zOu to walk

Four spelling rules

Ending in n or ng

an

en

ang

eng

ong

ahn

E kan to look

un in taken

|‘—_] mén door

ahng
'H: mang busy

ung in lung

;/&\ Iéng cold

oong, round lips

I héng red

Starting with i

ya in yard

—F xia down

ye in yes

iﬁﬁﬁ? xiéxie thank you

yow, like miaow

l]LI jiao to be called

yo in yoga
/;\ liu six

yen, not yan
% tian sky, day

een in seen

\
1) xin heart

yahng

?E\ Xidng to want, think

1. ii drops its dots after j q x y. ju, qu, xu, yu, xué, yuan are

all U. j g x never go with a plain u, so the dots aren't needed.
After n and | the dots stay, since both exist: Z nii woman, %%

nu angry.

3.y and w at the start. with no initial, i becomes y and u

becomes w: ia ya, ie ye, ua wa, uo wo. When i or u is the
whole vowel, they get a y or w in front: yi, yin, ying, wu. U
becomes yu: yue, yuan, yun.

3 - the rest of the syllable

ing in sing

l]ﬁ' ting to listen

iong

yoong

als oo,
B xiong bear

Starting with u

ua wah

m hua flower
uo wo in wonder, round

%77 dud many
uai why

'I;& kuai fast
Ui way

Xj dui correct
uan wahn

9& guan to close
un wun, short

E chadn spring
ua ng wahng

;ﬁ huéng yellow

Starting with U

ue U+ einyet

%t'— XUé to study
ﬁan U+en

\LJT'E yuan far
ﬁn U+n

=~ yun cloud

2. Three short forms. iou is written iu (7~ lit), uei is ui (X
dui), uen is un (& chan). With no initial in front, the long
form comes back: & you, J9 weéi, [a] wen.

4. The apostrophe.
a, o or e: F§& Xi'an,
one syllable, 5 first.
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the city, two syllables. Without it, xian is



Tone Changes ’E‘iﬁj 4 - then practise

Two 3rd tones in a row 4 bu before a 4th tone

1}‘_]‘(!2% ni hado say ni hao hello Z:% bu shi say bu shi is not

1@&% hén hao say hén hao very good Z:g bu yao say bu yao don't want

E_]-L\/L keéyi say kéyi can, OK Z:Zl?r bu hao no change not good
Z:;E bu lai no change not coming

The first one rises: it's said as a 2nd tone, but still written as

a 3rd. A 3rd tone before any other tone just stays low.
Becomes bu: only before a 4th tone. In the middle of a

phrase it goes light: JIAE duibug.

— yi changes with the next tone

—_— yi no change one (alone, counting)
—I—— shiyt no change eleven (at the end)

—/|\ yi ge say yi ge one (thing), before a 4th tone
—% yi tian say yi tian one day, before a 1st tone
—f'f yT nian say yi nian one year, before a 2nd
—E yiqi say yiqi together, before a 3rd

Where the tone mark goes

The rule: put it on a or e if there is one. In ou, it goes on the o. Otherwise, on the last vowel.

mao xiéxie gou lit dui nu

a comes first no a, so e oinou the last vowel the last vowel U keeps its dots

Practice: read it, then check

mE | B YRR R%XR | R I 2

ni hao xiexie duibuqi méi guanxi wo ni shi
hello - say ni hao thank you sorry it's OK, no problem I, me you to be (am, is, are)
=
A2 as B AR = A & 7K
bu shi Zhonggué zaijian péngyou laosht shénme hé shui
is not; no - say bu shi China goodbye friend teacher what to drink water
A E '\_\{| A A
1. BF4E, 4. BAHIE,
W6 shi xuésheng. W6 bu zhidao.
I'm a student. | don't know.
(e = S
2 Rt AaB=? 5. 5087
Ni jiao shénme mingzi? Duoshao gian?
What's your name? How much is it?
ST [ =1=
3. BER. 6. 135 E 515?
W6 ai ni. Mama ma ma ma?
| love you. Is mum scolding the horse?

How: cover the pinyin with a strip of paper. Say each word from the characters, then slide the paper to check.
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