1 - shuzi - zero to a hundred million

Chinese numbers =

Chinese counts like a calculator. Learn ten digits and four place words, and you can say any number. —+= is two tens and
three: 23.
Zero to ten
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
= — SN v VAN ¥
v A 75 )
ling yi er san si wu liu qi ba jiu shi
11 to 99: no new words
( N

the rest: tens + ones

yj b ) Ry 4 B oy A

11 to 19: + + digit

+.— -1+

tens: digit x +

—«t+-"_T2»

ten and one two tens nine tens and nine
J
'd Rl
1 12 16 19 20 23
— AY — — —
+— += +7 +1 —+ | —t+=
shiyt shi‘er shiliu shijiu ershi ershisan

=+

P+

T\

o —

ANy e 1

At

sanshi sishiqt wushiba qishiyi bashiwu jiushijit
Four place words
100 - 10,000 100,000,000 Say the — in front. 100 is —H, 1,000 is —F and 10,000 is
E :F E 1Z, —J3. Only + starts without it: 10 is +, 15 is +F.
bai gian wan yi

Big numbers count in J3, not in thousands

10,000

yiwan
ten thousand

Ve

100,000

+h

shiwan
a hundred thousand

~N

—Bh

1,000,000

yibai wan
a million

10,000,000

—F5

yigian wan
ten million

100,000,000

—1Z

yiyi
a hundred million

Thinlk in groups of four zeros. English splits 35,000 as 35 and 000. Chinese splits it as 3 and 5,000: =5, three /5 and five

thousand. So a million is

—B/3, a hundred /.
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Bigger numbers x#=

= fills a gap
Say & once for any run of zeros inside a number. Zeros at the
end stay silent.

—EH%H —F5—
yibai ling witi yigian ling y1
105 1,001

—FFhH+ —HFHE
yiqian ling wtishi yiwan ling wtibai
1,050 10,500

Careful: —F—is 110, not 101. For 101 you need the &: —Z&F—.

— or #&: both mean two

counting, and inside numbers :l _I_:l :_I_:
P, IR

WE or —HQ
T, A

S = P

before a measure word

hundreds

F, 7. {Z at the start

order, months and dates

Read these out loud

365 2,026

2 - da shuzi - zero, two and digits

The last place word can drop

When a number ends in the next place down, people often leave

the last word off.

yibai y1
110

—FEE— —F&
yiqgian wt
1,500

er, shi‘er, ershi'er
liang ge, liang kuai
liangbai or erbai
liangqgian, liangwan

di ér, eryue, er hao

9,999

—Bh+——Bh
yibai wti
150

fEEV:F ——hh
Tso00

2,12, 22: always —
two of them, two yuan
200: both are fine
2,000 and 20,000: 5

second, February, the 2nd

35,000

=BE/~th

sanbai liushiwt

88,888

JAVVAS WAN=VANS AN

bawan bagian babai bashiba

25,000,000

[ s =p]

lianggian wiibai wan

AFE_+5

lianggian ling ershiliu

600,000

~NThA

liushiwan

50,000,000

hT+h

wlgian wan

Years and phone numbers go digit by digit

20264F
—_ —_——
—OIR
ér ling eér liu nian
the year 2026

1998¢F

—NNIINE K=\ K= A5t/

y1 jiti jiti ba nian
the year 1998

Years: 20265F is read — O_734F, one digit at a time. In
writing, the zero in a year is often O.

yao san ba, yao eér san si, wu liu qi ba
a mobile number

NFETN

jitiqian jitibai jitishijiti

=hha+

sanwan witigian

1,200,000
—B=1+h

yibai érshiwan

3,000,000

=8k

sanbai wan

300,000,000 1,400,000,000
=1z L4
sanyi shisiyi
138 1234 5678 110 302
e =T
= ==
yao yao ling san ling ér
the police room 302

£ yao for 1: —yi and 15 g are easy to mix up on a phone
line, so 1 in a string of digits is often A.
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Ti m e a n d d ates H‘jl‘ﬂj 3 - shijian - days, months, o'clock

—O=~&E+—A+CH
—J—/\ I | —
er ling ér lit nian shiyiyueé shi'ér ri
12 November 2026: year &£, month B, day H. Big to small.

Months: number + B

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12
—B R =B H®WR ®BR B *tB NB #RB +RBR +—RH +=RB

yiyue eryueé sanyueé siyue wiyué linyue qiyueé bayue jityue shiyue shiytyue shi‘éryue

Days of the week: 28l + number, with & for short

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
Eff— 2 EHf=  Efl Efh BHy . EEX
xingquyi xingqr'ér xingqisan xingqisi xingqiwu xingqiliu xingqitian

A— R= B= Ay J5Ea &7 =il

Sunday is the odd one: 2HX in speech, 2HH in writing, never 8. In speech the date is 5, +—5, and H is for writing.

Day to day Parts of the day
—_ /\\
X KR | &KX | BBR /X BE ¥ ®HF TF KL
giantian zuétian jintian mingtian houtian zaoshang shangwti zhongwui xiawl wanshang
the day yesterday today tomorrow the day after early morning morning noon afternoon evening, night
before tomorrow
yesterday
Telling the time: &= o'clock, 43 minutes
3:00 3:30 2:15 2:15
p— p— o VAN —
=R =R )= ks M=%l
san dian san dian ban liang dian shiwi fén liang dian yi ke
three o'clock 2 half A, not —, before i1 —Zl, a quarter
3:45 10:05 7:55 12:00
— — s /\ VAN -
=R=Zl TRERAD Zhn/\= TR
san dian san ke shi dian ling wti fén cha wti fén ba dian shi'er dian
=%, three quarters == before one-digit minutes Z, five minutes short of eight noon or midnight

) = A = S —
MEILR? SKRILS? SREH/1? KX TF==3.
Xianzai ji dian? Jintian ji hao? Jintian xingqi ji? W6 mingtian xiawt san dian dao.
What time is it? What's the date today? What day is it today? I'll get there at 3 tomorrow afternoon.

Time goes before the verb, big to small: day, part of the day, then the hour. B&_EJ\& is 8 in the evening.
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Money and more i

R TT

kuai yuan
yuan, in speech yuan, on price tags

4 - gian - prices, age, first, percent

£ . #&
mao jiao
a tenth, in speech a tenth, in writing

Ten 55 make one B Written out, ¥15.50 is +FJcHAE. Out loud it's +FIRF: the T at the end drops, like saying fifteen fifty. &

is often added: —+/\BRék.

¥28 ¥15.50 ¥2
/& +HERA PR
ershiba kuai shiwt kuai wi liang kuai

Shopping

2/ asks how many or how much, for any amount.

XNZ 0e5? —3/\ IR,

Zhége duéshao qgian? Yigong bashi kuai.
How much is this? That's 80 altogether.

= =—
ART! EE—RIE,
Tai gui le! Pianyi yidian ba.
That's too expensive! A bit cheaper?

Order: 88 + number

Put 25 in front of any number to count in order.

B L

diy1 di er

first second, never 557
— 5 =

IR B=X

di yici di san tian

the first time the third day

Lucky 8, unlucky 4

¥0.50 ¥200 ¥12.80
h¥E PR 5\
wil mao liangbai kuai shi‘ér kuai ba

Age: number + %
Pick the question by who you ask.

BotES. (RS

W6 érshiw sui. Ni ji sui?

I'm 25. No 2 needed. How old are you? To a child.
/= /57

{REK? = REFr?

Ni duo da? Nin dué da nianji?

How old are you? To someone To someone older, politely.
your age.

Percent: 5932 + number

Literally of a hundred parts, then the number. Sales count what
you pay.

B882Z2h+ 882t

bai fén zhi wiishi bai fén zhi shi
50% 10%
[Zhaprd=] ARASN

bai fén zhi bai da ba zhé

100%, also: totally 20% off, you pay 80%

/\ ba sounds a bit like ﬁ fa, to get rich, so 8 shows up in prices, phone numbers and wedding dates. si sounds like

FE si, to die, so some buildings skip the 4th floor. These are sound-alikes, not rules: plenty of people don't mind, but you'll

notice them once you know.
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Practice &3

5 - lianxi - twelve everyday lines - cover the right side

How: cover the right side with a strip of paper. Read each line out loud, say what it means, then slide the strip down to check.

 XANE DR

Zhége duoshao gian?

How much is this?
%2 /1> asks the amount

, —TINR,

Ershiba kuai.

28 yuan.
B in speech, JT on the tag

, THRRA,

Shiwt kuai wii.

15.50 yuan.
the & at the end drops

. TN

Da ba zhé.

20% off.
you pay eight tenths

5 i)rIUEE'I"I—"_I\*o

Xianzai san dian ban.

It's 3:30 now.

i 2, half past

s FAImm+AD U,

See you at 2:15.

Waémen lidng dizn shiwii fén jian. | A before /3
VAN -
, Zh7)\R. | It's 7:55.

Cha wu fén ba dian.

%, five minutes short of eight

8 /%\95+_ﬁ +:"I=I5o

Jintian shiyiyué shi'ér hao.

Today is November 12.
= for the date in speech

9 ?‘Zﬂ\]EEE/H /-‘(JI—ILIo

Women xingqiliu jian.

See you on Saturday.
2+ 6

10 ﬁ:+£u9-l o

W6 ershiwti sui.

I'm 25.

number + Z, no &

w ARZILILE?

Ni nii'ér ji sui?

How old is your daughter?
J1% for a child

» FAISHERZA=/\ 2=l A75E/\,

W6 de haoma shi yao san ba, yao ér san si, wu liu gi ba.

My number is 138 1234 5678.
digit by digit, X for 1

Numbers go fast in real talk. Prices, times and phone numbers are where people speed up. Catch the &, /& or % first, then the

number in front of it.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Chinese subtitles to see what it means.
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