Sentence order &5

The order: who, when, where, do, what

SR
=
wo jintian

I today

S KEFRIZIR,

[ WHERE ]
£

zai jia chi fan
at home eat

1 - after basic words, the next step

Ir2

R

a meal

W jintian zai jia chi fan. I'm eating at home today.

When and where go before the verb. English puts them at the end: | eat at home today. Chinese puts them in front of the verb,

time first, then place. The rest is like English: FZ4R, | love you.

Al hete pe g,

IR REFRES,

Ta mingtian zai xuéxiao xuéxi.
He's studying at school tomorrow.

ERERES,

Ta zh6umo zai jia kan sha.
She reads at home at the weekend.

Verbs never change: time words do the work
FRAERTER, S KER.,
W6 zuétian zai jia.

| was at home yesterday. I'm at home today.

W6 jintian zai jia.

BefiJi% _EIEIRIEIZIR,
Women wanshang zai fanguan chi fan.
We're eating at a restaurant tonight.

A S/ M
SRBARI.

Jintian wo hén mang.

Today I'm busy. Time can go first too.

> .
FEEEER,
W6 mingtian zai jia.
I'll be at home tomorrow.

Same 7 all three times. No was, no will, no -s for he or she. The time word tells you when, so there's no past form to learn. Page

4 adds the little words for done and doing now.

£ links two nouns

A is B: a person, a thing, a job.
A=

}-‘ZKE?—QE

W6 shi xuésheng.

I'm a student.

iifSE s R
Ta shi wé mama.
She's my mum.

Nt ~ >
=R,
Zhe shi wo de sha.
This is my book.

KA =2,
W6 bu shi laoshi.
I'm not a teacher.

Describing words take 18, not 2

Not ##27=. &, tall, already works like a verb.
I ——

HiES.

Ta hén gao.

She's tall.

A

7 %1&?&1\'0

Jintian hén re.

It's hot today.

SRR,

Zhongwén hén nan.
Chinese is hard.

A,
Ta bu gao.
She isn't tall.

R is mostly there to link. fit{R5 just means she's tall. For a real very, say 3JF& féichang: #ti3EES. In the negative 1R drops out:

A,

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Chinese subtitles to see what it means. Then come back here and

spot the pattern.
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ASking qUEStionS I‘ﬂﬂ 2 - five ways to ask

[3: say it, then add 5

IRRFE, REFEN? e, ftbfEzR19?
Ni shi xuésheng. ~ Ni shi xuésheng ma? Ta zai jia. — Ta zai jia ma?
You're a student. Are you a student? He's at home. Is he at home?
2= gk =
(REREE. frEIXEERIS?
— Ni xihuan Zhonggué cai

Ni xihuan Zhongguo cai.

You like Chinese food. ma?

Do you like Chinese food?

Answering: Chinese has no one word for yes or no. Repeat the verb instead: & or &, £ or AE, ER or A=, XJ dui, right,
works too.

Question words stay where the answer goes

REALR, {REMIL? ftb2FEE. L Rif?

Ni qu Béijing. — Ni qu nar? Ta shi wo gége. — Ta shi shéi?
You're going to Beijing. Where are you going? He's my older brother. Who is he?

NG hzs = e <tz = 3
RIZIRT {RAZIT 242 {RBRK, R 2RI 5?2
Ni chi jiaozi. — Ni chi shénme? Ni mingtian lai. — NI shénme shihou 1ai?
You're eating dumplings. What are you eating? You're coming tomorrow. When are you coming?
Nt — A | Wi S
XN=REk. XNNZ0E?

Zhége san kuai gian. — Zhége dudshao qian?
This is three yuan. How much is this?

Nothing moves, and no I3. English moves where to the front. Chinese leaves Bf)L in the spot where Beijing was. The question
word already makes it a question, so 15 stays off.

A-not-A: verb /& verb Ifg: and you? IE: let's, or right?
The same as 15, just a bit more direct. B After a person or thing, it bounces the Two jobs: a soft suggestion, and checking
takes i%: Big%H. question back without repeating it. On its something you think is true.
' own it asks where something is. S
REAZE? . PR BAIEIE,
Ni qu bu qu? ?‘Z{Eﬁ: 1’.]‘"’?.’:- Women z6u ba.
Are you going or not? W6 hén hao, ni ne? Let's go.
B =Y I'm good, and you? y
FRAEFE? 5 IZERIE,
Ni shi bu shi xuésheng? ftBiE? Chi fan ba.
Are you a student? Ta ne? Let's eat.

? What about him? ;_{ E%| u ?
Eozlff Zéo? EAIFHIE? LJ. b IéoleI:Iij E?

Is that OK? W6 de shouji ne? You're a teacher, right?
o, N Where's my phone? o BTl

(REEHEE? (R T IE?

Ni you méiyou shijian? Ni é le ba?

Do you have time? You're hungry, aren't you?

In speech the 4~ in the middle of A-not-A goes light and quick: qu bu qu. In subtitles, questions end in a full-width ? , so they are
easy to spot.
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M easu re WO rd S Eiﬂ 3 - number + measure word + thing
[ NUMBER

ZiN +
san bén shi
three for books book

Like a cup of tea, but for everything. English says a cup of tea or a pair of shoes. Chinese does it with every noun: a number
can't sit right next to a thing, so a measure word goes in between.

“*: when in doubt

—1TA =1R MBI — AR

yi gé rén san ge pingguo liang gé péngyou yi gé wenti
one person three apples two friends a question )
4~ works for most things, and people will understand you even where another word is usual. In speech it's light: yi ge rén.
Nine more you'll hear all the time
N
. < I
bén books zhang flat things: paper, 7\ zhT most animals
"""""""""""""""""""""" tickets, tables e
e B T o
Wj*:ﬁ _$1E.|'Eﬂ _gk—n_c_ﬁ :y&ﬁg ):IL —R?fHﬂ Wiﬂi@
liang bén sha y1 bén cidian s o yi zhi mao liang zhi gou
two books a dictionary yi ;hang p1ao san zhang a cat two dogs
a ticket zhaopian
three photos
J . J
TZ: bei cups and glasses 14: jién clothes, and matters i@ Iiéng vehicles
—
—AIHE  FEAIK —HRiR —H=E —iRE MER1T
yi béi kafei liang béi shui yi jian yifu yi jian shi yi liang ché liang liang
a coffee two glasses of water a piece of clothing  a matter, a thing to acar zixingche
do two bikes
J
- & 1
1LL wei people, politely /j_\ tiao long, thin things yﬂ shuéng pairs
- e =t - - S S :t -
&M JUfsE? =8 FHET T WERF
y1 wéi laoshi jiwei? yi tido yu yi1 tido kuzi y1 shuang xié y1 shuang kuaizi
a teacher how many of you? a fish a pair of trousers a pair of shoes a pair of chopsticks
(at a restaurant)
4 N\
iX this, B that, Iff which take one too A, not —, before a measure word
1X or BE, then the measure word, then the thing. Leave the thing Both mean two. Count with — and use it inside bigger numbers.
off when it's clear. In front of a measure word, it's .
, >
ESON BA+ N LT ZNIEL
zhége rén na bén shia lidng gé rén liang béi kafei
this person that book two people two coffees
ST S /N
W42 HEE, T=1TA PR
nage? W6 yao zhege. shi‘ér gé rén liang dian
which one? I'll take this one. twelve people two o'clock
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Done, ever, doing now 7-ig.%

7 le: done, or a change

Not a past tense. ¥ says something happened, or that things are

now different.

N7 >
BT —4H,
W6 mai le yi bén sha.
| bought a book. Done.

TRT.
Xia yu le.
It's started raining. A change.

ftbk 7.

Ta lai le.
He's here. He came.

AT .

W6 bu mang le.
I'm not busy any more.

{£ zai, IETE zhéngzai: doing it now
Put it before the verb. IEfE stresses right this moment.

FAEIZIR.
W zai chi fan.
I'm eating.

AR,

W6 zai jia.
I'm at home. £ + place: at.

fi ETEEE.

Ta zhéngzai shuijiao.
He's sleeping right now.
HEER.

W6 zai kan sha.

I'm reading. 7E + verb: doing.

4 - no tenses, just little words

iZ guo: ever done, at some point

For experience: you've done it at least once.

HEIPE,

W6 qu guo Zhongguo.
I've been to China.

BE TR,

W6 qu le Béijing.
| went to Beijing: this trip.

l—, , —t
{RIZIT IR 157?
Ni chi guo jiaozi ma?
Have you ever had dumplings?

A3 $, ——
HETICR.
W6 qu guo Béijing.
I've been to Beijing: at some
point.

2 will, want - & can, will - #8 would like

All three go before the verb, and the verb never changes.

RE—MR,
W0 yao yi béi cha.
| want a tea.

=3,

W6 hui shuoé Zhéngweén.

| can speak Chinese. A skill you

learned.

HAEEPE.

W6 xiang qu Zhongguo.
I'd like to go to China.

BARETR.
Mingtian yao xia yu.
It's going to rain tomorrow.

fbBAR =K.,

Ta mingtian hui lai.
He'll come tomorrow.

22 or 187 & is firm, 18 is softer. FZEIGZ is | want tea. FIEMEZ is I'd like some tea. 8 also means miss: FAER, | miss you.

A or i&: not, or didn't

Z: bu not, don't, won't

now, habits, the future

AL, wsbiqu

I'm not going. | won't go.

HANZA.

| don't eat meat.

fib A3k,

He won't come.

fib A~ =2,

Ta bu lai.

Wo bu chi rou.

Ta bu shi laoshi.

He isn't a teacher. 2 always takes 4~.

SO .
152 meéi didn't, haven't
the past, what didn't happen

i 2.

| didn't go.

HeizhzA.

| didn't eat meat.

ftbisz K.

Ta méi lai.

He didn't come. He hasn't come.

= 5T,

W3 méi qu.

W06 méi chi rou.

W6 méiyou shijian.

I don't have time. 5 always takes i&.

i% replaces 7: FZE7T, | went, turns into &2, | didn't go, with no 7. Describing words take A~ like & does: A~IT, not busy.
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[ ]
P ra Ct I Ce ég\}j 5 - ten lines from Chinese dramas - cover the right side

How: cover the right side with a strip of paper. Read the line out loud, say what it means and which pattern the pink part is, then
slide the strip down to check.
Ni chi fan le ma?
/—luZh
{RRZiR 7157

Have you eaten?
Y done + 5 question. A friendly hello, not an invite.

-

Wo bu zhidao.

s i
2 ?‘Z**D]Eo ' 1 don't know.
' 7R + verb: not
| Ni qu nar?
3 1?\%“38) L7 ' Where are you going?
! the question word sits where the answer goes
{ Wémen zéu ba.
YA .
‘ &1' ]L:léqu . Let's go.
+ IB: a suggestion
| W6 méi tingdong.
NS —— H
- FiZlfE, " I didn't catch that.
1 3% didn't. IffE is listen + understand
. Ni lai guo zhér ma?
= LI :
6 1/_]\5'% lq |X) Lu_q? . Have you been here before?
' 1d: ever done, then 5
L Wb zai déng ni.
7 ?\ZE%M—{O + 1'm waiting for you.
' TE + verb: doing it now
| Wb xiang ni le.
8 >AB AR : B
SIS o ' | miss you.
i #8is miss here. 7: a feeling that has set in
| Ni shi shéi?
Ry .
9 1;.]_'\ZEEI'E? ' Who are you?
i 72 links, and ¥ sits where the answer goes
| Bié zéu.
o= : .
10 i
7J|J IE o 5 Don't go.

Hll: don't, when you tell someone not to

Your turn: make the sentence

. fEEEm, fhREHg? . {RE. (RFTF=?

ask with 13 i Ta shi laosht ma? ask with verb & verb Ni qu bu qu?
3 1/J/_<HZ’L1§_7F° VT\I]Z{-l_/ZA? 4 ﬁ%? o ﬁiﬁ °
ask what i Ni chi shénme? say you didn't i Wo méi qu.
. —+ P B . 2+ TN - PRI
add the measure word i y1 bén sha two cups i liang béi kafei
4 Ems RS, . e b,
she's pretty i Ta hén piaoliang. you've been there i W0 qu guo Béijing.

Next: listen for these in a drama you like. Once you've heard {RZEIB)L and FIKITHE a few times, the patterns start to jump out on
their own.
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