100 C-drama phrases &i3

1 - taici - hello, bye and wow

The tags: [(ZHED friends and family. [FE%) strangers, shops and anyone older. ) internet and young people's talk. ((IEEY hear
it, don't say it. @) can offend. No tag: anyone can say it.

Greetings and goodbyes

(I55

ni hao
hello

B FeF

zaoshang hao
good morning

BRI EARF?

zuijin zénmeyang?
how have you been?

B

zaijian

goodbye

Bt=

B

man zéu

take care, to a guest leaving

Reactions

Pk

tian na
oh my god!

BHIRAY?

zhén de jia de?
for real? (true or fake?)

AET

tai hao le
great! wonderful!

s
zaogao

oh no, this is bad

II¥7%> g

xia si wo le
you scared me to death

B

wayu
I'm speechless, ugh

1547

nin hao
hello, to someone older

Iz 7 ng?

chi le ma?
eaten yet? (just a hello)

MRS
huanying guanglin
welcome! (shops)

EEIY
huitéu jian
see you later
iz A\

lushang xidoxin
get home safe

FAIR

wo de tian

oh my god! (my heavens)
=g

bu hui ba

no way!

RE

lihai

amazing, so good
——

TS

wan le

it's over, I'm done for

4FIE
hao ba
fine, OK then

bl
hao kélian
poor thing

zao
morning!

AR

haojiu bu jian
long time no see

HiE [casual

baibai
bye-bye

AR

mingtian jian
see you tomorrow

ik

wan'an
good night

HRYIS?

zhén de ma?
really?

EATIRE?

zénme kénéng?
how can that be?

4 (siang
nia

awesome (cow!)

IS 05

aiya

oh no! ugh!

87 (casual
suan le
forget it, never mind

N -

EZ careful
huégai

serves you right

[Z715? isn'tan invite. It's a warm hello, mostly from older people. IZY, | have, is a fine answer even if you haven't.
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Love and fights =i5. mz

Love and drama

H={R
wo ai ni

| love you

{RBlE

ni bié zoéu
don't go

S

xiangxin wo
trust me

BRE
you wo zai
I'm here for you

HASIF

wo bu hui fangshou
| won't let you go

Ao FE
women féenshou ba
let's break up

Arguments

%7

gou le
enough!

S EaE2Y
fangkai wo
let go of me

EHA?

ping shénme?
says who? why should 1?

9K, 7 15?

ni féng le ma?
are you crazy?

GHESTS
shénjingbing
you're nuts, psycho

Don't copy the rude ones: A, #R4% and iR are fine to understand, not to say. With a stranger they start a real fight.

FEIRIR

wo xihuan ni
I like you

INENE

duibugqi

I'm sorry
HFR
wo déng ni
I'll wait for you
=1 =l=
AISRT
bié ki le

don't cry

(EFA AR

zuo wé niipéngyou ba
be my girlfriend

AIERK

bié guan wo

leave me alone
{REaFRIA(E
ni géi wo zhanzhu
stop right there!
IR AR
ni ting wo jiéshi

let me explain

RIR+41Z=

guan ni shénme shi
none of your business

NS
1%
glin
get lost (roll!)

2 - aiqing - chaojia - the big scenes

FAER

wo xiang ni
| miss you

R

yuanliang wo
forgive me

{REFHY
ni shi wo de
you're mine

(REFFNS?

ni zaihu wé ma?
do you care about me?

BeaT

jia g&i wé
marry me

==

EFT
zoukai
go away

{REY!

ni gan!
don't you dare!

BAET

wo bu xiang ting
| don't want to hear it

i3
bi zui
shut up

Taiwan dramas have their own slang. #1Z jiché, a scooter, means someone is being a pain: {/RIRH1.ZE.
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Everyday lines g%

Everyday

L

13X

méi shi

it's nothing, I'm fine

BAIE 7
wo zhidao le
got it, OK

VIR
xiaoxin
careful!

ERE

zou ba
let's go

55T

xiéxie
thank you

> ==
HcET
wo xian zou le
I'll head off first

hoas

IRRER

méi guanxi

that's OK, no problem

BAT?

zénme le?
what's wrong?

P

fangxin
don't worry, relax

R

kuai dian
hurry up

=z
rFER
bu haoyisi

Sorry, excuse me

Palace and wuxia dramas: period speech

3 - richang - plus palace and wuxia talk

g_‘lt
=7

déng yixia
wait a moment

BAT?

zénme ban?
what do | do now?

JIJIS
jiayou
you've got this! (add oil)

597 g

wo e le
I'm hungry

¥ET
xinku le
thanks for your hard work

Costume dramas use old-style words that nobody says today, except as a joke. Many are ways to say | or you that show rank: a
humble ZEF for yourself, a proud A& from a consort.

/A\ _7F gongzi

young master - to a young man of good family

HET iz

1, humbly - a man about himself, to a stranger

EEEJ: huangshang
Your Majesty - to the emperor

B i

I, your consort - a consort to the emperor

igﬁ ziinming

as you command - to a master or a ruler

!IE!IE guniang

miss, young lady - to a young woman

iA darén

my lord - to an official or a judge

=
ZRE bengong
I, this palace lady - an empress or consort about herself

fif[Ei' fangsi!

how dare you! - a superior, furious

B gaoc

I take my leave - anyone, leaving politely

Short answers do a lot: }&Z5, FHIE Y and B each answer a whole question. Said flat, B¢X1iE Y can sound cold, so listen to

the tone.
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What to call people s

4 - chénghu - names, titles, pet names

Titles over names. Chinese often calls people by what they are to you: big brother, boss, teacher. {R ni is fine with friends. With

someone older, say & nin.

=T
=] gé
big brother, bro

To an older brother, and to a guy a bit older than you,
friendly. EF5J gége is sweeter.

yﬁ. jie

big sister
To an older sister, and to a woman a bit older than you.
Friendly, often with shop staff.

J
N
—— = 37
FE I baobei ;—fl'—:Zng qin‘ai de
babe, baby, treasure dear, darling
Couples, and parents to small children. Couples and close friends. Online shops shorten it to 3= for
customers.
J
-
B R rzoban {ER shatu poiie
boss master (of a trade)
To your boss, and to the owner of any shop, stall or To drivers, cooks and repair workers. Polite and everyday.
restaurant.
J
-

% Ul-ﬁ laoshi [ polite |

teacher
To teachers, and as a polite title for writers, artists and
experts.

/J \E Xiao Wang

little Wang
/N + surname: to someone younger, a junior colleague or a
friend.

%é Lao Li

old Li
#Z + surname: to a friend or colleague your age or older.
Warm, not rude.

R% xiéngdi

brother, bro
Men to close male friends. In wuxia, sworn brothers.

%—'ﬁ]) L gémenr
buddy, mate

Men to or about their friends. The )|, on the end sounds very
Beijing.

And in costume dramas
Wuxia heroes call their kung fu teacher i shifu. Same
sound as lfif&5, but A is father: a teacher for life.
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Pra Ctice éﬁ:;] 5 - lianxi - ten lines to cover and recall

How: cover the right side with a strip of paper. Read the English, say the Chinese out loud, then slide the strip down to check. Do it
again tomorrow with the lines you missed.

FABYR

-

I miss you

S ?
2 that's OK, no problem IR

3 enough! ﬁjg?
4 eaten yet? (just a hello)

5 what do 1 do now?

6 don'tgo

M
7 long time no see 9.7r7\Z:Ju
g  no way!

9 wait a moment

h \
\
10 don't worry, relax b_&' U

Dramas mix old and new. A modern romance throws in internet slang like 75i& and 4, while a palace drama speaks like page
three. The same show can do both when a character is joking.

Subtitles cut corners. They often skip the full stop and use a space for a comma, and a long line may be shortened to fit the
screen, so it won't always match what you hear word for word.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Chinese subtitles to see what it means.
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