The alphabet As6yka

1 - 30 letters, read it out loud

The trick: Bulgarian has 30 letters, and each one keeps its sound. Some look and sound like English, some only look familiar, the
rest are new. Under each word: CAPITALS show the stressed syllable, uh is b, zh is the s in pleasure, sht is w, and y is the y in boy.

Look and sound like English Look familiar, sound different

Letter Sounds like
1 A a a in father
2 B 6 b in book

3 BB v in van

4 Mr g in go, always hard
5 A4 din day

6 Ee e in bed

7 Kok s in pleasure

8 33 Zin zoo

9 N wn ee in see

0 UN y in boy and in yes
11 Kk k in skip

12 J1n lin lamp

13 M m m in mum

14 HH nin no

15 Oo o in more, short and round

16 Mn p in spin

17 Pp r with a quick tap of the tongue
18 Cc sinsun

19 TT tin stop

20 Y y oo in food, short

21 (0} q) fin fun

22 X x h, breathy, a soft ch as in loch
23 Ly ts in cats

24 Yy ch in chat

25 LU w sh in shop

26 L|_|I L sht, as in ashtray: one letter
27 bbb uh, the u in but: a real vowel
28 bb only in bo, said yo

29 Kt yu in you

30 9 g ya in yard

D is a real vowel

It sounds like the u in but, and it carries whole syllables: mbT

puht road, CbpLé suhr-TSE heart, Bbarapus buhl-GA-ri-ya. It's in

the very first word you'll say: CbM suhm, | am.

In italic and handwriting a few letters change

shape. Italic g curls up at the top, r looks like a a

backwards s, T like m, n like u and n like n. By
hand, n is often written like an upside-down v.

New shapes The soft sign

Example

aBTO6yc av-to-BUS bus
6a6a BA-ba grandma

BOAé vo-DA water

ropa go-RA forest

[eTé de-TE child

é3epo E-ze-ro lake

XKEHA zhe-NA woman

3MMa ZI-ma winter

MMe |-me name

yal chay tea

KOTKa KOT-ka cat

NYHA lu-NA moon

MOPE€ mo-RE sea

Hebé ne-BE sky

06nak OB-lak cloud
MAAHWHA pla-ni-NA mountain
pnba Ri-ba fish

CMpPEHE SI-re-ne white cheese
TOpPTa TOR-ta cake

)I/TpO UT-ro morning

(I)ypHa FUR-na oven; also a bakery
XNSA6 hlyab bread

LBETE TSVE-te flower

yalua CHA-sha glass, cup
LIAMNKa SHAP-ka hat
IJ.I,éCTI/Ie SHTAS-ti-e happiness
B UH-guhl corner
aKTbOP ak-TYOR actor

KON YU-li July

A6BAIKA YA-buhl-ka apple

LW, 10, A, M and b

LL is sht: e O-shte still. KO and f are yu and ya: FOT yug
south. 1 is a short y: MoOIA moy my. b only comes before o, to
make yo: LLOPbOP sho-FYOR driver.

r-ec T-m WHW-u II-n J-J
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H OW WO rd S WO rk rpaMéTVI Ka 2 - one page of grammar

No cases: a Bulgarian noun keeps one form, whatever its job in the sentence. Little words do the work: kadé ¢ Masko

ka-FE s MLYA-ko, coffee with milk; 6€3 3axap bez ZA-har, without sugar.

The goes on the end

7~ N 7~ N 7 N
-bT -Ta -TO
masculine: usually ends in a feminine: usually ends in -a or -s neuter: usually ends in -o or -e
consonant KEHA zhe-NA — XeEHATa zhe-NA-ta, the Céno SE-lo — cénoTo SE-lo-to, the village
MarasviH ma-ga-ZIN — MarasmHbT woman kadé ka-FE — KadEéTo ka-FE-to, the coffee
ma-ga-Zl-nuht, the shop A46BbAKa YA-buhl-ka — A6BAKATA
TenedOH te-le-FON — TenepOoHbT YA-buhl-ka-ta, the apple

te-le-FO-nuht, the phone

The famous one: there's no separate word for the, just an ending. A noun without it is a or just the word: kadeé ka-Ft is coffee or a
coffee. bawua ba-SHTA, father, ends in -a but is masculine, and HoL, nosht, night, is feminine. On the next pages the noun wears its
gender colour, so you don't have to guess.

Tu or Bue
Kak cn? kak si? Kak cTe? kak ste?
v friends, family, kids, anyone your age Bne: strangers, older people, at work, and more than one person
To be: cbm
a3 CbM ™cen TOW, T € Hne cme BME CTe Te ca
az suhm ti si toy, tya e NI-e sme Vi-e ste te sa
lam you are (casual) he, she is we are you are (polite, or they are
all of you)
Verbs change with the person: roBops, to speak
a3 roeops TV roBOPULL TOW, TS Hne BMe Te roBoOpAT
az go-VO-rya ti go-VO-rish I'OBépI/I I'OBépVIM I'OBépI/ITG te go-VO-ryat
| speak you speak (casual) toy, tya go-VO-ri NI-e go-VO-rim Vl-e go-VO-ri-te they speak
he, she speaks we speak you speak (polite,
or all of you)

No need for az: the ending already says who, so TOBOPS.. go-VO-rya. is | speak. To say no, put He ne before the verb: He 3Ham.

ne znam. | don't know.

No to-form: ga + verb

Nckam aa am. Méra ga nayeam. Obwnyam aa yerta.
IS-kam da yam. MO-ga da PLU-vam. 0-Bl-cham da che-TA.
| want to eat. | can swim. | love reading.

A nod can mean no: in Bulgaria, people often shake the head side to side for yes and nod up and down for no. It's a well-known
Bulgarian habit, and many Bulgarians switch for visitors. If the head and the words seem to disagree, smile and trust the words: ga

da is yes, He ne is no.
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The first 243 words Mbpeu agymm

3 - say it today

How: learn five a day, then hunt for them in Kitsumi subtitles. Pink italics say how a word is used, not what it means.

Greetings and survival [o6bp aneTuT! do-BUHR a-pe-TIT! MOW / MOA / MO€ moy / MO-ya / MO-e

3p,paBé|7| zdra-VEY

hi, hello (to one person you know)
34paBENTe zdra-VEY-te
hello (polite, or to a group)
[,.06p0 yTPO dob-RO UT-ro0
good morning

[06bp A€H do-BUHR den
good day, hello (polite)

[lo6bp Bé€Uep do-BUHR VE-cher
good evening

JNleka HOLL, le-KA nosht
good night

[oBmxxaaHe do-VizH-da-ne
goodbye

Yao cHa-o

bye; also hi (casual)
bnarogap bla-go-da-RvA
thank you

Mepcm mer-SI

thanks (casual, very common)
Mons mo-lya

please; you're welcome; pardon?
V3BMHETE iz-vi-NE-te
excuse me, sorry (polite)
VI3BUHABAW iz-vi-NYA-vay
sorry (casual)

,£I,a da

yes
He ne

no; not

Kak cn? kak si?
how are you? (casual)

Kak cte? kak ste?
how are you? (polite)

[o6pé CbM dob-RE suhm

I'm fine

MPUATHO MU € pri-YAT-no mi e
nice to meet you

He pa36|2|paM ne raz-Bl-ram

| don't understand
He 3HaM ne znam
I don't know

Hasp,péBe! naz-DRA-ve!
cheers! (also bless you)

enjoy your meal!

[lobpé pownn! dob-RrE dosh-LI!
welcome!

Question words

KaKBO kak-VO
what

KOW koy
who; which
KbAE kuh-DE
where

OTKBAE ot-kuh-DE
where from

KOra ko-GA
when

3aLW0 za-SHTO
why

Kak kak

how

KONKO KOL-ko
how much, how many

Konko ctpyBa? koL-ko STRU-va?
how much is it?

KakBO e TOBA? kak-VO e to-VA?
what is this?

Me and you

a3 az
|

TN ti
you (casual)

TOMN toy
he

TA tya

she

TO to

it

HWNe Ni-e

we

BME Vi-e

you (polite, or all of you)

TE te
they

my (m /f/ n word)
TBOW / TBOA / TBOE
tvoy / TVO-ya / TVO-e

your (casual)

TOBA to-VA
this, that; this is

Little words
ni
and

aa
and, but (to contrast)

HO no
but

AN i-LI
or

CbLO SUH-shto
also, too

MHOFO MNO-go
very; a lot, many
ManKo MAL-ko
a little

CaMO SA-mo
only, just

B&ue VE-che
already

OLLLe O-shte

still, more

TYK tuk
here

TaM tam
there

Cs
with
6e3 bez

without

3aLWOTO 7a-SHTO-to
because

MOXe BU MO-zhe bi
maybe

3a za
for

B v
in

Mons does a lot: it means please, you're welcome, and pardon? when you didn't catch something. Baarogaps! bla-go-da-RYA!

Mona! Mo-lyal Thank you! You're welcome!

Kitsumi - learn languages with subtitles - kitsumi.org



People and time Xopa u Bpéme

Family

MaKKa MAY-ka

mother

6aLLa ba-SHTA

father (masculine, despite the -a)

Mama MA-ma
mum

TaTKO TAT-ko
dad (masculine too)

6par brat

brother

CecTpa ses-TRA

sister

CWUH sin

son

AbLUEPA duh-shte-RYA
daughter

6a6a BA-ba

grandma

AAMO DYA-do

grandpa (masculine too)
UMYO CHi-cho

uncle

Néns Le-lya

aunt

POANTENN ro-Di-te-li
parents (plural)

CEMEMNCTBO se-MEY-stvo
family

People

YOBEK cho-VEK
person

xopa Ho-ra
people (plural)
MDBIXK muhzh
man; husband
YKEHA zhe-NA
woman; wife

Numbers
0 1
Hyna enHo
NU-la ed-NO

10 1

nécet eAnHaseceT |aBaHazeceT
dva-NA-de-set

DE-set e-di-NA-de-set

e
dve

12

ABajecet
DVA-de-set

AETE de-TE

child

Jela de-TsA

children

MOMUYE mom-CHE
boy (neuter)

MOMMYUE mo-Mi-che
girl (neuter too)
NPUATEN pri-YA-tel
friend (@ man); boyfriend
NPUATENIKA pri-YA-tel-ka
friend (@ woman); girlfriend
CbCEA, suh-SED
neighbour

NeKap LE-kar

doctor

yumnTenN u-CHi-tel
teacher

Things
TenedoH te-le-FON
phone

KHMra KNi-ga
book

napw pa-Ri
money (plural)
KJTHOY klyuch
key

KONa ko-LA
car

Npo30peL, pro-Z0-rets
window

When

AHEC dnes
today

yTpe UT-re
tomorrow

BUEpA VCHE-ra
yesterday

3 4

TPY yétTnpm nert

tri CHE-ti-ri

20 30

Tpnaecet
TRI-de-set

40

yetTnpngecet
che-ti-RI-de-set

4 - who and when

Cera se-GA

now

BWHArn Vi-na-gi
always

HMKOTa Ni-ko-ga
never

YTPO UT-ro

morning

AEH den

day

BEéuep VE-cher
evening (feminine, with no -a)
HOLL, nosht

night (feminine, with no -a)
Yac chas

hour; also o'clock
BPEME VRE-me

time; also weather
céaMunLa SED-mi-tsa
week

MéCGLI, ME-sets
month

roAvHa go-Di-na
year

Days of the week

I'IOHe,D,éJ'IHI/IK po-ne-DEL-nik

Monday
BTOPHUK VTOR-nik
Tuesday
cpApa SRYA-da
Wednesday
YeTBbPTbBK chet-VUHR-tuhk
Thursday
NETbK PE-tuhk
Friday
Ccbb0Ta SUH-bo-ta
Saturday
He,ﬂ,éﬂﬂ ne-DE-lya
Sunday
6 7 8 9
wecr cénem ocem Aéset
shest SE-dem O-sem DE-vet
50 100 200 1,000
neTaecer cTO BécTa xnnana
pet-de-SET sto DVE-sta Hi-lya-da

One and two change: they follow the gender: eAVH Yal e-DIN chay, eAHa 6Upa ed-NA Bl-ra, e4HO Kadé ed-NO ka-FE; ABa Yas

dva CHA-ya, but Be 61pW dve Bl-ri. Counting, you say e4HO, ABE, TPU ed-NO, dve, tri.

Days are small: days and months take no capital letter: TOHEAENHWUK po-ne-DEL-nik, AHYAPW ya-nu-A-ri, January. On Monday is B

NMOHEAENHUK v po-ne-DEL-nik.
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FOOd, places, verbs XpaHa v rnaréam

Food and drink

BOAA vo-DA
water

Kade ka-Ft
coffee (neuter)

yaun chay
tea

MJAAKO MLYA-ko
milk

613|pa Bl-ra

beer

BWHO Vi-no
wine

XNA6 hiyab
bread

Cl}lpeHe Sl-re-ne
white brined cheese, on almost everything

KaLlKaBas kash-ka-VAL
yellow cheese

MeCO me-SO

meat

pnba Ri-ba

fish

6aHMLA BA-ni-tsa

banitsa, flaky pastry with egg and cheese
LWOMNCKa canarta SHOP-ska sa-LA-ta

shopska salad: tomato, cucumber, pepper, grated
cheese

KNCeNo MJIAIKO Ki-se-lo MLYA-ko
yoghurt (it means sour milk), a national pride
ANPAH ay-RYAN

ayran, a cold drink of yoghurt, water and salt
TapaTop ta-ra-TOR

cold yoghurt and cucumber soup
NIFOTEHUL,A LYU-te-ni-tsa

roasted pepper and tomato spread
paKkns ra-Ki-ya

rakia, fruit brandy

3aKycKa za-KUS-ka
breakfast

0644 o-8YAD

lunch

Beqépﬂ ve-CHE-rya
dinner

nageH CbM GLA-den suhm
I'm hungry (@ woman says enadHa)

CméTKkaTta, MONSA SMET-ka-ta, MO-lya
the bill, please

Places

Kblla KUH-shta

house

BKbLUWM VKUH-shti

at home

paborta RA-bo-ta

work, job

YUMAULLLE u-CHI-li-shte
school

PECTOPAHT res-to-RANT
restaurant

KadeHE ka-fe-NE

café

60HMLa BOL-ni-tsa
hospital

répa GA-ra

train station

MarasmH ma-ga-ZIN
shop

rpaj grad
town, city

CéNo st-lo
village

YyANLA U-li-tsa
street

NAOLAA plosh-TAD
square

TOANETHA to-a-LET-na
toilet

MOpé mo-RE

sea

Codusa so-fi-ya

Sofia

Bbarapua buhl-GA-ri-ya
Bulgaria

Verbs: the a3 form

CbM suhm

be (see page 2)
UMaM I-mam
have

XOAA HO-dya
go (on foot), walk

OTWBAM o-Tl-vam
go (somewhere)
MABAM ID-vam
come

AM yam
eat

5 - eat, go, do it

nms Pl-ya

drink

BMXXAAM VIZH-dam
see

rNéaam GLE-dam
watch, look

NPaBA PRA-vya
do, make

CnA spya

sleep

FOBépFI go-VO-rya
speak, talk

pa36|2| PaM raz-Bl-ram
understand

3HAM znam
know

NCKAM IS-kam
want

Mora MO-ga

can

0bnyaM o-Bl-cham
love; also like

KNBES zhi-VE-ya
live

paboTa ra-BO-tya
work

yya U-cha
learn, study

YakKaM CHA-kam
wait

Describing words

A06BP / NOW do-BUHR / losh
good / bad

rONAM / ManbK go-LYAM / MA-luhk
big / small

TONBA / CTYAEH TO-puhl / stu-DEN
warm / cold

HOB / CTap nov / star

new / old

CKbM / éBTUH skuhp / EV-tin
expensive; also dear / cheap

KpacwB kra-siv
beautiful

BKyceH VKU-sen

tasty, delicious
NHTEPECEH in-te-RE-sen
interesting

LLACTAMB shtast-LIV
happy

One form to learn: Bulgarian verbs have no to-form. The dictionary lists the a3 form, so that's the one to learn: nckam IS-kam, |

want. For to, add ga: Vickam Aa AM. IS-kam da yam. | want to eat.

Describing words agree: the list shows the masculine form. With a feminine noun it usually adds -a, with a neuter one -o: HOB

TenedOH nov te-le-FON, HOBa K014 NO-va ko-LA, HOBO Kad€ NO-vo ka-FE.
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Show words Aymun ot punmu

Reactions

Bpaso! sra-vo!

well done!

HanctnHa nn? na-1s-ti-na iz

really?

Cepmc'>3Ho? se-ri-0OZ-no?

seriously?

C§/nep! SU-per!

great!

Jléne! LE-je!

oh my! wow! oh no!

Arige! av-del

come on! let's go!

[Lo6pé€ dob-RE

OK, fine, good

Hsma npobném
NYA-ma prob-LEM
no problem

En! ey!
hey!

Ako! va-ko!

cool! (slang)

ETo! E-to!

here! there you go!

Pa36|}1pa Ce raz-Bl-ra se

of course (it means it's understood)

SI)KaC! U-zhas!

how awful!

Crwural sti-ga!

enough! stop it! also no way!

Ypa! u-ral

hooray!

The big scenes

O6unyam Te o-Bl-cham te

I love you

Jlnnceaw MW LIPS-vash mi

| miss you (it means you are missing to me)

Bcruko e 6bae Hapés,
VSICH-ko shte BUH-de na-RED
everything will be all right

BHuMaBan! vni-MA-vay!

watch out! careful!

MomoL! po-mosht!
help!

OcTasn mMe Ha mupa
os-TA-vi me na Ml-ra

leave me alone (it means leave me in
peace)

6 - films and series

KakBO cTaHa? kak-vo STA-na?
what happened?

He ce nputecHsBau
ne se pri-tes-NYA-vay
don't worry

[pocT MW pros-Ti mi

forgive me

What to call people

MWAO Mi-lo

dear, sweetie (to anyone close)

ckbna / cKbAn
SKUH-pa / SKUH-pi

darling, dear (to a woman / a man)

6pat / bpaTe brat / BRA-te
bro, mate (to a friend; the second when you
call him)

6arte BA-te
big brother; also a friendly word for an
older man

KAKO KA-ko

big sister; also for an older woman

rocnoAamnH / rocnoxa
gos-po-DIN / gos-PO-zha
sir / madam; Mr / Mrs before a name

Aiige, the word everywhere: come on, let's go, hurry up. With 440 CHA-o it's a quick goodbye: Airpe, 4ao! Av-de, CHA-o! Right,

bye!

Calling someone changes the word: VIBaH i-VAN becomes VIBaHe! i-VA-ne!, 6ad6a BA-ba becomes 6a60! BA-bo! It sounds warm

and close, and you'll hear it in every scene.

Strong words: Bulgarian has strong swear words too, and you'll hear them on screen, even between friends. They hit harder than

the subtitles show: recognise them, but don't say them. Jléne! LE-le! is the one you can say in front of anyone.
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Practice YnpaxxHéHue

7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the orange and grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Bulgarian out loud, using the stress marks, then slide the

paper down to check. Can you read every line without peeking? You've got it.

Questions: add 2 i after the word you ask about: ToBOpUTe NN @aHTAMIACKN? go-VO-ri-te li an-GLIY-ski? Do you speak English?

Read these sentences

1.

10.

34paBén, kazgam ce Mapus.

zdra-VEY, KAZ-vam se MA-ri-ya.
Hi, my name is Maria.

. OTKBAE CN?

ot-kuh-DE si?

Where are you from?

. I3BMHETE, KbAE € ToaNéTHaTA?

iz-vi-NE-te, kuh-DE e to-a-LET-na-ta?
Excuse me, where's the toilet?

.EaHb Kadé, mons.

ed-NO ka-FE, MO-lya.

One coffee, please.

.[oBOpA Manko 6barapcku.

go-VO-rya MAL-ko buhl-GAR-ski.

| speak a little Bulgarian.

.[AHec e MHOrO CTyAéHO.

dnes e MNO-go stu-DE-no.
It's very cold today.

.Y1pe oteam B CoHdUs.

UT-re o-Tl-vam v SO-fi-ya.

Tomorrow I'm going to Sofia.

.baHunuata e MHOroO BKyCHa!

BA-ni-tsa-ta e MNO-go VKUS-na!

The banitsa is delicious!

.Aiige, pa Tpbreame!

AY-de, da TRUHG-va-me!

Come on, let's go!

bnaropap$ 3a BCnuko!

bla-go-da-RYA za VSICH-ko!
Thank you for everything!

Vowels relax: in everyday speech, an unstressed a sounds close to b, and an unstressed o close to y. Say every letter as written and
you'll be understood.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Bulgarian subtitles to see what it means.
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