How Ukrainian sounds Bimosa

1 - read it out loud

The trick: Ukrainian is read as it's written, and every letter is said. This page is the short version: all 33 letters, one by one, are on
the Ukrainian alphabet chart. Under each word: CAPITALS show the stressed syllable, y is the short i in bit, i is ee, kh is the ch in
loch, zh is the s in pleasure, and ' is a soft sound.

Letters

aeunioy

r
[

Nun-li

Aa-Hw

LUy

X X
Yy - W w
HKox - Ly
bb

I

B

AX - A3

Sounds like

every vowel clear and full, stressed or not: a, e,
short i, ee, 0, oo

a soft, breathy h with your voice in it, as in hello
a hard g, as in go; only a few words use it

un is short, the i in bit (y below); i is ee in see
always yi, two sounds, as in yield

ye in yes; after a consonant it softens it

ya and yu; after a consonant they soften it

shch, one letter, as in fresh cheese
ch in Scottish loch

ch in chat, sh in shop

X is s in pleasure, 4 is ts in cats

the soft sign: no sound, it softens the letter
before

the apostrophe: the letter before stays hard,
then ya, yu, ye, yi

v; at the end of a syllable, close to the w in now

one sound each: j in jam, ds in words

Example

MOAOKO mo-lo-KO milk

FOJI0BA ho-lo-VA head
FAHOK GA-nok porch

anc / nic lys / lis fox / forest
pra'II'Ha u-kra-Yl-na Ukraine
€ch')r|a ye-VRO-pa Europe

A6NYKO / AAKYHO YA-blu-ko / DYA-ku-yu apple /
thank you

6opLy, borshch borshch
XNi0 khlib bread
yan / WKOAA chai/ SHKO-la tea / school

XIHKa / LyKOP ZHIN-ka / TSU-kor woman /

sugar
JeHb / Ciflb den' /sil' day / salt
M'AICO / N'ATb MYA-so / pyat' meat / five

BOBK / HOBOB vovk / lyu-BOV wolf / love

AXMINb / A3BIH dzhmil' / dzvin bumblebee / bell

Let every vowel ring: o stays o and e stays e, even without stress: MOIOKO mo-lo-KO, three clear o's. That's what makes Ukrainian

sound so melodic.

Stress moves: it can fall on any syllable, and it can move when the word changes: pyka / pyKu ru-KA / RU-ky, hand / hands.

Sometimes it changes the meaning: 3aMOK / 3aMOK ZA-mok / za-MOK, castle / lock. Books and subtitles don't mark it, so this sheet

does.
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H OW WO rd S WO rk rpaMéTVI Ka 2 - one page of grammar

No a, no the: Ukrainian has no articles, so KiT kit is a cat or the cat. Context does the work.

Every noun is masculine, feminine or neuter

~ ™~ 7~ ™~ 7 ™~
TOM Ta TE
masculine: often ends in a consonant feminine: often ends in -a or -1 neuter: often ends in -o or -e
TOW AiM toi dim, house Ta KaBa ta KA-va, coffee Te BiKHO te vik-NO, window
TOW YaW toi chai, tea Ta Te Mope te MO-re, sea
TOW XNi6 toi khlib, bread n Te cend te se-LO, village
; ,
CHsA

ta PIS-nya, song
Ta BOJA ta vo-DA, water

Tendencies, not rules: TATO TA-to, dad, ends in -o but is masculine. Hiu nich, night, is feminine with no -a. And -s can be neuter:

KUTTA zhyt-TYA, life; iM'$t i-MYA, name. On the next pages the noun itself wears its gender colour, so you don't have to guess.

Endings change with the job in the sentence

KaBa A n'to ka.y. 6e3 kaBu 3 KaBOKO
KA-va ya pyu KA-vu. bez KA-vy z KA-vo-yu
coffee: the dictionary form | drink coffee. without coffee with coffee

That's the case system: usually only the end of the word changes. Learn the dictionary form first; listening brings the rest.

Tn or BUn
Ak Teb6é 3BATN? yak te-BE ZVA-ty? Ak Bac 3BATU? yak vas ZVA-ty?
u: friends, family, kids, anyone your age Bu: strangers, older people, at work, and more than one person

Not sure? Say BM vy and wait to be offered Tu ty. Writing to one person, give it a capital: Jfkyto Bam! DYA-ku-yu vam!

To be: € for everyone, and mostly left out

A cTyaéHT. BoHa BgOMa. Y MéHe € KiT.
ya stu-DENT. vo-NA VDO-ma. u ME-ne ye kit.
I'm a student. She's at home. | have a cat. (it means by me there is a cat)

Verbs change with the person: uurary, to read

A yMTaro TV YUNTAELL BiH, BOHA UMTAE
ya chy-TA-yu ty chy-TA-yesh vin, vo-NA chy-TA-ye
| read you read (casual) he, she reads

MW YNTAEMO BN YMNTAETE BOHW YMTatOTb
my chy-TA-ye-mo vy chy-TA-ye-te vo-NY chy-TA-yut'

we read you read (polite, or all of you) they read

No need for a: the ending already says who, so YnTtaro. chy-TA-yu. is I'm reading. To say no, put He ne before the verb: 1 He 3Hato.
ya ne ZNA-yu. | don't know.
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The first 242 words népuwi cnosa

3 - say it today

How: learn five a day, then hunt for them in Kitsumi subtitles. Pink italics say how a word is used, not what it means.

Greetings and survival

an/IBiT pry-VIT

hi (casual)

[O6puiA feHb DOB-ryi den’

hello, good afternoon (polite, all day)
[66p0oro paHKy DOB-ro-ho RAN-ku
good morning

[.06punii BEUIp DOB-ryi VE-chir
good evening

Ha gobpaHiy na dob-RA-nich

good night

,ﬂ,O nobaueHHs do po-BA-chen-nya
goodbye (polite)

ByBau bu-val

bye (casual)

Ha Bce p,o6pe na vse DOB-re

all the best, take care (@ warm goodbye)
AAKY0 DYA-ku-yu

thank you

Ay>ke AAKYHO DU-zhe DYA-ku-yu
thank you very much

Byab nacka bud' LAS ka

please; you're welcome

Bnbau / Bnbaute vv-bach / Vy-bach-
te

sorry, excuse me (casual / polite)

Tak tak

yes

Hi ni

no

AK CNPAaBU? yak SPRA-vy?

how are you? (it means how are things?)
HOpMéJ’IbHO nor-MAL'-no

fine, OK

,ﬂ,)’/xe I'IpI/IéMHO DU-zhe pry-YEM-no
nice to meet you

fl He PO3YMIIO ya ne ro-zu-Mi-yu

| don't understand

JlackaBo NpOCcMMO! las-kA-vo PRO-
sy-mo!

welcome!

CmayHOro! smach-NO-ho!

enjoy your meal!

Byabmo! BUD-mo!

cheers! (a toast)

Question words

LLLO shcho
what

XTO khto
who

Ae de

where

KYAW ku-DY
where to

3BIAKWN 7VID-ky
where from

KON ko-LY
when

YOMY cho-MU
why

AK yak
how

s

CKINIbKW SKIL'-ky

how much, how many

AKNW ya-KYI

which, what kind

CKINbKW LLe KOLITYE? SKIL'-ky tse
KOSH-tu-ye?

how much is it?

Me and you

A vya

|

TN ty

you (casual)
BiH vin
he

BOHA vo-NA
she

BOHO vo-NO
it

MW my
we

BW vy
you (polite, or all of you)

BOHW vo-NY

they

Mill / MOSi / MOE mii / mo-YA / mo-YE
my (m / f/ n word)

TBIili / TBOSI / TBOE tii / tvo-YA / tvo-YE
your (casual)

Ball / Bawla / BALUE vash / VA-sha /
VA-she

your (polite, or all of you)

Ll,EI‘;I / LA / LLe tsei / tsya / tse
this (m /f/ n); ue is also this is, it's

Little words

i

and

aa

and, but (to contrast)
ane a-Le

but

abo a-s0

or

YW chy
or; also starts a yes or no question

TeX tezh
also, too

BY>KE DU-zhe
very

TPOXM TRO-khy
a little

0araTo ba-Ha-to
a lot, many
TIBKW TIL'-ky
only, just

B>Xe vzhe
already

LLL€ shche
still, yet, more

TYT tut
here

TaM tam
there

37z
with
0e3 bez

without

60 bo
because

MOXNMBO MOZH-ly-vo
maybe

Byab nacka does a lot: it means please, and also you're welcome and here you are. Ifikyro! DYA-ku-yu! Byab nacka! bud' LAS-ka!

Thank you! You're welcome!
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People and time Moam i yac

Family

MAaTU MA-ty
mother

6AaTbKO BAT'-ko

father (masculine, despite the -o)

Mama MA-ma
mum

TaToO TA-to
dad (masculine too)

6par brat

brother

CecTpa ses-TRA
sister

CUH syn

son

AOHbKA DON'-ka
daughter

636)’/Cﬂ ba-BU-sya
grandma

AiAycb DI-dus'
grandpa

AAABKO DYAD'-ko
uncle

TiTKA TIT-ka
aunt

0aTbKM bat'-KY
parents (plural)
CiM’'Q sim-YA
family

po,qtha ro-DY-na
family; also relatives

People

NHOAMHA lyu-DY-na
person (feminine, for anyone)
NOAN LYU-dy

people (plL]lI‘a[)

YONOBIK cho-lo-VIK
man; husband

YKiHKa ZHIN-ka

woman; wife

Numbers
0 1
Hy/b OAVH
nul' o-DYN

10 1

NECsATb OAVNHAALATL |ABAHAALATb
DE-syat' o-dy-NAD-tsyat'

AVNTUHA dy-TY-na

chlild (feminine, for any child)
AITW DIty

children

Xnoneub KHLO-pets'
boy, guy; boyfriend
AIBUMHA DIV-chy-na
girl; girlfriend

APYr druh

friend (@ man)
noapyra pod-RU-ha
friend] (a woman)
CyCiA, su-siD
nelighbour

niKap L-kar

doctor

BUMUTENb VCHY-tel
teacher (@ man)

Things
TenedoH te-le-FON
phone

KHMYKKA KNYZH-ka
book

rPOLUI HRO-shi
money (plural)

KJTHOY klyuch

key

MaLUMHA ma-SHY-na
car

BiKHO vik-NO
window

When

CbOTrOAHI s'o-HOD-ni
today

3aBTpa 7AV-tra

tomorrow

BUOpa VCHO-ra

yesterday

3 4

TPY yotnpwm

try cho-TY-ry

20 30
ABAAUATL TPUALATD
DVAD-tsyat" TRYD-tsyat'

5
n'satb
pyat’
40

cOpoK
SO-rok

3apas zA-raz
now, right now

UYACTO CHAS-to
often

HIKOIN ni-KO-ly
never

PaHOK RA-nok
morning

A€Hb den’

day

BEUIp VE-chir
evening

HiY nich

night (feminine, with no -a)
roAMHa ho-DY-na
hour; also o'clock

Yac chas

time

TVDKAEHb TYZH-den'
wegk

MiCAILLb Mi-syats'
month; also moon

PiK rik

year

Days of the week

NOHEAINOK po-ne-DI-|
Monday

BIBTOPOK viv-TO-rok
Tuesday

cepepaa se-re-DA
Wednesday

YETBEP chet-VER
Thursday

N'ATHULA PYAT-ny-tsya
Friday

cy60Ta su-B0-ta

4 - who and when

ok

Saturday
HeAiNA ne-DI-lya
Sunday
6 7 8 9
wicTb cim BiCiM LEB'ATb
shist' sim VI-sim DEV-yat'
50 100 200 1,000
n'aTaecaT cTO ABICTI TMcAYa
pyat-de-SYAT sto DVI-sti TY-sya-cha

One changes with the gender: O4NH AiM o-DYN dim, O4HA KaBa od-NA KA-va, O4HE BIKHO od-NE vik-NO. 21 is ABAALATL OANH

DVAD-tsyat' o-DYN.

Days are small: days and months take no capital letter: MOHeAINIOK po-ne-DI-lok, CiY€Hb Si-chen', January. On Monday is y

MOHEAINOK u po-ne-DI-lok.
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Food, places, verbs ixai aiccnosa

Food and drink

BOAé vo-DA
water

KaBa KA-va
coffee

yaw chai
tea

MOJIOKO mo-lo-kO

milk

NMBO PY-vo

beer

BMHO vy-NO

wine

X6 khlib

bread

CUP syr

cheese; also soft white cheese
M’ACO MYA-so

meat

pnb6a Ry-ba

fish

KapTONAsA kar-TOP-lya
potatoes (one word for all)
6opLy, borshch

borshch, beetroot soup, every family's own
BAPEHWNKM va-RE-ny-ky
varenyky, filled dumplings (plural)

Cano sA-lo
salo, cured pork fat, on bread

CMeTaHa sme-TA-na

sour cream,

ronybui ho-lub-Tsi

cabbage rolls (plural)

CHIAAHOK sni-DA-nok
breakfast

06ia o-81D

lunch, the main meal

BeUEpS ve-CHE-rya

dinner, supper

A XOUy ICTU ya KHO-chu YIS-ty
I'm hungry (it means | want to eat)
PaxyHOK, 6yab 1acKa ra-kKHU-nok, bud'

LAS-ka
the bill, please

Places

AiM dim
house, home

BAOMA VDO-ma

at home

LIKONA SHKO-la

school

po6()Ta ro-BO-ta
work, job

PeCcTOpPaH res-to-RAN
restaurant

KéB’ﬂpHﬂ KA-vyar-nya
café

NiKAPHA li-KAR-nya
hospital

BOK3as vok-ZAL
train station

MarasmH ma-ha-zyN
shgp

MICTO Mis-to

town, city

ceno se-Lo

village

BY/INLA VU-ly-tsya
street

MaWAaH mai-DAN
square, main square
TYaner tu-a-LET
toilet

Knis KY-yiv

Kyiv

pra'I.Ha u-kra-Yl-na
Ukraine

Verbs: dictionary / a form

6)'/TVI /€ BU-ty / ye

be (see page 2)

MAaTW / MAKo MA-ty / MA-yu
have

itV /igy i-Tv/i-ou

go (on foot)

1XaTn /18y Yi-kha-ty / Yi-du
go (by car, bus, train)

ICT / TM Yis-ty / yim

eat

nnTU / n'to PY-ty / pyu
drink

6aunTn / 6auy BA-chy-ty / BA-chu
see

AVBUTUCA / AVBAKOCA dy-VY-ty-sya /

dyv-LYU-sya
watch, look

5 - eat, go, do it

pobUTK / POBAKD ro-BY-ty / rob-LYU
do, make

CNAaTn / CIO SPA-ty / splyu

sleep

FOBOPUTW / TOBOPHKD ho-vo-RY-ty / ho-
vo-RYU

speak, taIk, B

PO3YMITW / PO3YMIIO ro-zu-Mi-ty / ro-
zu-Ml-yu

understand

3HATWN / 3HAKO ZNA-ty / ZNA-yu
know

XOTITW / XOUY kho-Ti-ty / KHO-chu
want

MOTTM / MOXY moh-TY / MO-zhu
can

BTN / NHOBAIO Iyu-BY-ty / lyub-LYU
love; also like

KT / KUBY ZHY-ty / zhy-VU

live

NPaLOBATL / MPALOIO pra-tsyu-VA-ty
/ pra-TSYU-yu

work

BUUTUCS / BUYCH VCHY-ty-sya / VCHU-sya
learn, study

UeKaTW / YeKaKo che-KA-ty / che-KA-yu
wait

Describing words

AO6PUIA / MOTaHNI DOB-ryi / po-HA-nyi
good, kind / bad

BENVKUIN / MANNW ve-LY-kyi / ma-LYI
big / small

TENAUN / XONOAHWNIN TEP-lyi / kho-LOD-
nyi

warm / cold

HOBWIN / CTaPWIA no-VYI / sta-RYI

new / old

LOPOTNA / fELEBNIA do-ro-HYI / de-
SHE-vyi

expensive; also dear / cheap

FAPHWUIA HAR-nyi

beautiful, nice

CMAYHMI smach-NY|

tasty, delicious

LLIKABUM tsi-KA-vyi

interesting

BTOMAEHUM VTOM-le-nyi
tired

Two forms: the dictionary form ends in -tu. For s, the ending is usually -to or -y: 3HaTW, 3HAKO ZNA-ty, ZNA-yu; POBUTH, POBILD ro-
BY-ty, rob-LYU. Learn the odd ones by heart: X4y KHO-chu, MOXY MO-zhu, M yim.

Describing words agree: the list shows the masculine form. With a feminine noun it ends in -a, with a neuter one in -e: 466pwii

AEeHb DOB-ryi den’, L,OBPA KABa DOB-ra KA-va, OBPE BUHO DOB-re vy-NO.

Kitsumi - learn languages with subtitles - kitsumi.org



Show words cnoeas cepianis

Reactions

Ta HyI ta nu!

no way! come on!

CepﬁéBHO? ser-YOZ-no?

seriously? really?

Knaco! «ia-sor

cool! (casual)

Cynép! su-Per!

great!

Oro! o-Hor

wow!

OI\/JI| oi!

oh! oops! ouch!

Own néne! oi LE-le!

oh dear! oh my!

3BUYANHO zvy-CHAI-no

of course

ABOX! a-vozH!

sure! you bet!

Tak-TaK tak-tak
yes, yes; right, right

Hi‘-ICI)FO CO6i! ni-CHO-ho so-Bl!

wow! would you look at that!

[66pe poe-re

OK, fine, good

MabyTb MA-but
probably, | guess

LLkOaa sHKo-da
what a pity

Tuxo! 1v-kho!

quiet!

Ypa! u-ral

hooray!

CDy' fu!

yuck!

The big scenes

A Tebé koxaro ya te-BE ko-
KHA-yu
| love you

A cymyto 3a TOBOHO ya su-
MU-yu za to-BO-yu
| miss you

Bce byae a06pe vse BU-de
DOB-re
everything will be all right

O6epexHO! o-be-REZH-no!

watch out! careful!

,ﬂ,OI'IOMO)Kin! do-po-mo-ZHIT'!
help!

Biauenwucs! vid-che-py-syal

leave me alone! (casual)

6 - films and series

LLlo cTtanoca? shcho STA-lo-
sya?
what happened?

He XBUAHOWNCA ne khvy-LYUl-sya

don't worry

[Mpobayu MeHi pro-BACH me-NI

forgive me

What to call people

PiAHWIA / piAHa RID-nyi / RID-
na

dear, darling (it means my own; to a man /
a woman)

COHEYKO so-NECH-ko

sunshine, sweetie (it means little sun)

KOTUKY KO-ty-ku

kitty, honey (when you call someone)

KOXaHUMN / KOXAaHa ko-KHA-
nyi / ko-KHA-na
my love, beloved (@ man / a woman)

,u,p)'/>|<e DRU-zhe
buddy, my friend (when you call him)

rnaHe / NaHi PA-ne / PA-ni

sir / madam; Mr / Mrs before a name

MAaMO, TaTy MA-mo, TA-tu

mum, dad (when you call them)

Ta, the little word everywhere: in speech it adds feeling to what follows. Ta Hy! ta nu! no way! Ta Hi! ta ni! oh no, not at all! Ta

n06pe ta DOB-re, oh, all right.

Calling someone changes the word: OkcaHa ok-SA-na becomes OKCaHO! ok-SA-no!, Tapac ta-RAS becomes Tapace! ta-RA-se!,

Apyr druh becomes Apy>ke DRU-zhe. It sounds warm and close, and you'll hear it in every scene.

Strong words: Ukrainian has strong swear words too, and you'll hear them on screen, even between friends. They hit harder than

the subtitles show: recognise them, but don't say them. Oti néne! oi LE-le! is the one you can say in front of anyone.
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Practice MpakTuka

7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the orange and grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Ukrainian out loud, using the stress marks, then slide the

paper down to check. Can you read every line without peeking? You've got it.

Questions: keep the same words and raise your voice at the end: Tv BgOMa? ty VDO-ma? Are you at home?

Read these sentences

1.

10.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Ukrainian subtitles to see what it means.

MpwuBIT, MeHé 3BaTn OkcaHa.
pry-VIT, me-NE ZVA-ty ok-SA-na.

Hi, my name is Oksana.

. 3BIAKN TN?

ZVID-ky ty?

Where are you from?

.Bnbaute, ae Tyt Tyanét?

VY-bach-te, de tut tu-a-LET?

Excuse me, where's the toilet?

.OaHy kaBy, byab nacka.

od-NU KA-vu, bud' LAS-ka.

One coffee, please.

A TPOXMN PO3MOBAAKD YKPATHCLKOHO.

ya TRO-khy roz-mov-LYA-yu u-kra-YIN-s'ko-yu.

| speak a little Ukrainian.

. CborogHi ayse xo6n04Ho.

s'0-HOD-ni DU-zhe KHO-lod-no.
It's very cold today.

.34BTpa A 1ay ao Knesa.

ZAV-tra ya Yl-du do KY-ye-va.

Tomorrow I'm going to Kyiv.

. BapéHuikn ayxe cMauHi!

va-RE-ny-ky DU-zhe smach-NI!

The varenyky are delicious!

. [laBai, xogimol!

da-VAI, kho-DI-mo!

Come on, let's go!

Aakyro 3a Bce!
DYA-ku-yu za vse!
Thank you for everything!
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