Sounds and tones GHN 1 - read it out loud

The trick: every Thai syllable has a tone, the shape your voice makes. Change the tone, and you change the word. Romanization
on this sheet: long vowels are doubled (aa, ii), and a mark over the vowel shows the tone: mid has no mark, low 3, falling &, high 4,
rising a.

Five tones, one famous set

mid low falling high rising

no mark a a a a
\

(g Tnasd ad ¥ "lﬁvy

maa mai mai maai mai

come new not, no wood silk; also a question
level, in the middle of your low and flat, sinking a little up high, then down, like a high, climbing a little at the dips low, then climbs, like

voice firm No! end Really?

Try the classic: 13Tvailad Tnatlvar maai mai mai mai mai? New wood doesn't burn, does it? Five mai, four tones: i not and lnst burn

sound the same.

Puff or no puff

No puff Example With a puff Example

U p U pii year W ph A phii older brother or sister
6 t f1N taa eye 7 th i1 tham do, make

a k 1A kai chicken 2 kh i khai egg

phis not f, th is not th: the h only means a puff of air, as in pot or top. Plain p, t, k have no puff, like the p in spin. So Phuket,

Qlfim phuu-ket, starts with a p, and Thai, ne thai, starts with a t.

Long or short changes the word

Sigl ipl! 84 N
khao khaao yang yaang
enter rice still, yet rubber

Letters in the romanization

Letters Sounds like Example

ae ain cat wd mae mother

aw aw in law WO phaw father

ue oo with your lips spread, as if smiling 19 mue hand

oe erin her, withnor 159 thoe you, she (warm)
ng ng in sing, even at the start 4 nguu snake

j j in jam, softer, with no puff AU jaan plate

r a tapped r; in casual speech often | 3 rak love

k.t p at the end, stopped, not let out U1A paak mouth
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Thai scri pt rdnEsing

2 - letters on one page

The honest version: Thai has 44 consonants, but many share a sound, and some are rare. Start with these 21; they cover most
words you'll meet. Thai is written left to right, with no capital letters.

21 common consonants

@

U

f

i

9

k kh kh ng j ch d
1A ki e knai AN khwaai 4 nguu A jaan 2 chaang LA dek
chicken egg buffalo snake plate elephant child

t th n b P ph m

161N tao VLA tha-lee UA nok Tulst bai-maai Uan plaa WD phaw 11 maa
turtle sea bird leaf fish father horse

tJ

5

R

J

y r | w s h silent
81 yaa 189 ruea ag ling 10 wat L&D stiea ¥ hia U 2an
medicine boat monkey temple tiger head read
Vowels go around the consonant
before after above below
T Vl 5[ o ° a = =
o wo lo o o o1 22 90 & H B a3 B
e ae o ai ai aa a am i ii ue u uu

Shown on @: 2 is a silent letter that holds a vowel, so you can see where each one sits. A vowel before the consonant is said after
it: 1A dek, child; T pai, go. 81 ends in m: ¥ tham, do.

Four tone marks
1 kY 1) +
) ) 3 3

mai eek mai thoo mai trii

They sit above the consonant. With a vowel up there too, the

o tone mark goes on top: 91 thii, at; Al ki, how many; 11 naam, water.
mai jat-ta-waa

Where's the tone from? The class of the first consonant, the tone mark and the vowel length set it together. The full rule is for
later: for now, the romanization shows every tone.

No spaces between words Endings are simple

SUBDUAUTT chan chawp kin khaao, | like to eat rice, is one At the end of a syllable, o, ®, w and a all say t; u and w say p; n,

block. A space ends a sentence or a phrase, like a full stop. 2 and a say k; and 5, a and u say n: 91115 aa-haan, food.
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H OW WO rd S WO rk "1'3 gnsal 3 - one page of grammar

No verb endings, no plurals

A word never changes: &AW chan kin is | eat, | ate and I'll eat. 32 maeo is a cat or cats. A time word, or a little word next to the

verb, says when.

o Tuil Wi nouil
miea-waan wan-nii phrdng-nii tawn-nii
yesterday today tomorrow now

w AL ANAY Al AL 1A WAy AL

ja kin kam-lang kin kin laeo khoei kin

will eat eating right now have eaten, done have eaten before

Counting words: to count, say the noun, the number, then a word for its kind: k:3&29613 maeo sdwng tua, two cats; ouaNAY
phliean saam khon, three friends. The common ones: AL khon people - 617 tua animals, clothes, tables - 84 an small things, when

unsure - VIR khuat bottles - WAA kaeo glasses, cups.

Polite words at the end

- N o ~
a man says a woman says
MU khrap Az kha - A kha
at the end of everything: WoUAALASU khawp-khun khrap. It also kha (falling) for statements and yes; kha (high) for questions:
means yes. Inume mai kha?

It's about who speals: a man always says khrap, and a woman says kha or kha, whoever they're talking to. Leaving them off with

strangers sounds short.

I and you
Word It means Use it for
W phdm l, me a man speaking, polite and everyday
214 chan , me mostly women; men use it too, in songs and films
55U di-chan I, me a woman, very polite: news, speeches, formal letters
A khun you polite, to anyone; also Mr, Ms before a first name
LU0 khao he, she, they anyone not here
131 rao we; also | with friends, rao can mean just me

Often no pronoun at all: 1umu pai nai?, where are you going? Thais drop | and you when it's clear, or use a name or W phii

instead.

Questions and no: add '[via mai (said mai in speech) to the end for a yes or no question: woulnu chawp mai?, do you like it? Put i

mai before a verb for not: lsiwou mai chawp, | don't like it.
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The first 176 words e awi

4 - say it today

How: learn five a day, then hunt for them in Kitsumi subtitles. (Notes in brackets) say how a word is used. Add A3U khrap or @ kha

to the end of most of them to sound polite.

Greetings and survival

AVAR sa-wat-dii

hello; also goodbye

YAUAO khawp-khun

thank you

waula khawpjai

thanks (to a friend or someone younger)

Wl khiw-thoot
sorry; excuse me

Vlﬂlﬂuvl’i mai-pen-rai

never mind, it's OK; you're welcome
o chai

yes, that's right

i mai chai

no, that's not right

16 daai

can; OK, sure

AUNUE MAN sa-baai-dii mai?
how are you? (are you well?)
AUNYA sa-baai-dii

I'm fine

DUGT LG50 yin-dii thii daai riu-jak
nice to meet you

‘ﬁE)E)ZVl'i chie a-rai?

what's your name?

Tt Ta mai khaojai

| don't understand

VI,JJI“ST mai rau

| don't know

LARDAU ldeo joe kan
see you

Question words

83"'5 a-rai
what
Tas khrai
who
7 WAt thii-nai
where
LflEJVlWi' mdea-rai
when
Numbers
0o 1@
Auel nila
suun nueng
8¢ 9 e
wm 1A
paet kao

Vi'lvlll tham-mai
why

E"l’dvld yang-ngai

how (casual)

winlns thao-rai

how much

A ki

how many (kii khon? how many people?)

Sulu an-nai
which one

Little words

LAY e
and

Wel tae
but

1439 rile
or

HA maak

very, a lot (after the word)
AANRUDY nit-noi

a little

GNY diai

too, also

A mii

have; there is

ar,ui yuu

be at, live, stay

89 yang

still; not yet

A nii

this (nii a-rai? what's this?)

LASNE phraw

because
£ thaa
if
Family
WD phaw
father, dad
2l 3@ 4
GDN GRIY a
sawng sdam sii
10 @0 Moo 20 bo
au auda Jau
sip sip-et yii-sip

gauda
yli-sip-ét roi phan

W mae

mother, mum
WYY phii-chaai
older brother
NaN phii-sdao
older sister

ogny nawng-chaai
younger brother

IONG i) nawng-saao
younger sister

W1LDY phii-nawng
brothers and sisters

AN lauk

child (a son or a daughter)
Ad sza-mii

husband

AU phan-ra-yaa

wife (casual: mia)
AFOUA khrawp-khrua
family

‘IJ; / &1 piu/yaa
grandpa / grandma (dad's side)

[1ln} / Y18 taa / yaai
grandpa / grandma (mum’s side)

People

A khon
person, people

Q}?ﬂﬂ phlu-chaai
man

N:‘I/‘iﬂjxi phlu-ying
woman

BN dek

child, kid

LNDL phGean
friend

A9 khruu
teacher

AND maw
doctor

5& 69 7l

i i o)

haa hok jet
21 be 100 ®@c0
ehl! Wi

1,000 @000

Numbers are Lego: &1 sdam 3, A1N&U sdam-sip 30, @ANAUNAN sdam-sip-haa 35. But 20 is f§au yii-sip, and 11 and 21 end in 186 &t.
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FOOd, places, verbs swnsuazan i

Food and drink

2 A
U khaao
rice; also a meal
U naam
water

AN kaa-fae
coffee

Y chaa

tea

10 bia

beer

1A kai

chicken

WH muau

pork; also pig

1D noea

beef; also meat
Uan plaa

fish

FTQ kding

shrimp, prawn

e khai

€99

WA phak
vegetables

walsl phon-la-maai
fruit

ANBLBIEN kliai-tiao
noodle soup
WaWY phat-thai
pad thai

giugin tém-yam
tom yum, hot and sour soup
AU som-tam
papaya salad
9908 410
delicious

IR® phet

spicy, hot

AU waan
sweet

W&en priao
sour

A hiu

hungry

R

full (I've eaten enough)
idada chék-bin
the bill, please

Places

YU baan

house, home
T‘i\ilﬁ&lﬂ roong-rian
school

1 rdan

shop

UG raan-aa-haan
restaurant

B1ANA ta-laat
market

T"NWU']‘U']H roong-pha-yaa-baan
hospital

WU hawng-naam
toilet, bathroom
T5aus3 roong-raem
hotel

AUNNDU sa-nzam-bin
airport

AU tha-non

road, street

0 wat

temple

NeLa tha-lee
sea, beach

AN krung-théep
Bangkok

Uszn Fivl‘l/l 8 pra-théet-thai
Thailand

Verbs

AL kin
eat

HN duem
drink

vl‘I.J pai
go

N1 maa
come

WU nawn
sleep, lie down
8 duu

watch, look
W fang
listen

U aan
read

LW khian
write

W6 phiut
speak, say
YN tham
do, make

iU tham-ngaan
work

T sue

buy

99 raw

wait

f rau

know

1A khaojai
understand
YU chawp
like

30 rak

love

YUNA yaak
want to (yaak kin, want to eat)

BYU rian
study, learn

28 chiai
help

Describing words

Twey / \8n yai 16k
big / small

39U / AU rawn / ndao
hot / cold (weather)

Tviad / 180 mai / kao
new / old (things)

0 / WAN thuuk / phaeng
cheap / expensive

948 / 81A ngaai / yaak
easy / hard

o) / 2 reo / chaa

fast / slow

& dii

good

&8 suai

beautiful

Aun sa-nuk

fun

Wty nuea

tired

4N ngliang

sleepy

LN keng

good at it, clever

5 - eat, go, do it

Describing words are verbs too: you don't need a word for is: 91%15950% aa-haan a-roj, the food is delicious. Add #nA maak after

for very: $9UNNA rawn maak, very hot.

Rice means food: ALYIINZDEN kin khaao rte yang? Have you eaten yet? It's a friendly hello as much as a question. Answer ALLLA?Y

kin laeo, | have, or €4 yang, not yet.
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ShOW WO rds ANANNAaAS

Reactions

AT jing roe?

really? (surprised)

188 soil

ouch! oh no! (pain or annoyance)

98 Uil

oops! oh! (@ small surprise)

18] yée!
yay!

ch ,
Lae &7
huh? wait a second

g9 stu sau!
fight! you can do it! (9 says it twice)

PNHULODE chang man thoe
forget it, let it go

19N nda-rak

cute, sweet, adorable

2 V4
211 waao!
wow!

GNYWAT taai laeo!
oh my God! (it means dead already)

VI,JJIQ%\? mai jing!

no way! that's not true!

17 baal

crazy! you're mad!

WBgnADU diao kawn!

wait a moment!

02 15U 5-rai na?

what? sorry, what did you say?

WD nde-nawn

of course

Vlﬂf‘ful,ﬂax pai kan thoe

let's go

What to call people

W phii
anyone older: a friend, a senior; in BL,
the older one

4 7

U nawng

anyone younger; also how you call a
waiter

6 - lakorn and BL series

@ek + Name khun + name

polite Mr or Ms, with the first name

SR thii-rak

darling (it means the one I love)

N faen

boyfriend, girlfriend; also husband, wife

Th / a4 paa/lung

auntie / uncle: any older woman or man

The big scenes

AUSALED chan rak thoe

| love you

AREN khit-thtieng

| miss you (it means think of)

E)FJ"']VI,‘LI yaa pai!
don't go!

‘lﬁﬁadﬂlld mai tawng huang

don't worry

YIYEY chiai doail
help!

Phii and nawng are everywhere: Thais call each other by age, not just by name. Older is i phii, younger is 84 nawng, often with

a nickname: Weiu phii tén. In BL series, who says phii to whom tells you who is older.

Na makes it soft: Uz na at the end turns an order into a friendly ask: 524 raw na, wait for me, OK? You'll hear it in almost every

scene.

Swear words are strong: Thai has very strong swear words, and some of them sound like animal names. You'll hear them in fights

on screen: recognise them, but don't say them. 18w oi! and eNBuUAI taai laeo! are the mild ones you can say in front of anyone.
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Practice answu

7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the romanization and the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Thai out loud, then slide it down to check. Can you

read every line without peeking? You've got it.

Find the words: there are no spaces, so look for the ones you know first: 3d mai, 9 thii, @y khrap. The rest of the line falls into

place around them.

Read these sentences

 AVAAAU WNDD6L
sa-wat-dii khrap, phdm chde ton.

Hello, my name is Ton. (a man speaking)

2. arudoarlsaz

khun chle a-rai kha?

What's your name? (a woman asking)
3. woaloyfl nuasy
hawng-naam yuu thii-nai khrap?
Where is the toilet?

4. suilivin nsae

an-nii thao-rai kha?

How much is this one?

5. g anilinnnmsy

khaw ndam-plaao nueng khuat khrap.

A bottle of water, please.

Vl [ =]

6. LHLNRUZAS
mai phéet na kha.
Not spicy, please.

7. 9998YUNAN

a-roi maak!
Very tasty!

3. Juilsauun

wan-nii rawn maak.
It's very hot today.

0. wisilduazlunza

phring-nii chan ja pai tha-lee.
Tomorrow I'm going to the sea.

10. Sunwans meldfianios

chan phlut phaa-saa thai daai nit-noi.

| can speak a little Thai.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Thai subtitles to see what it means.
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