HOW SpaniSh Sounds Como suena 1 - read it out loud

Good news: Spanish is written the way it sounds, and its five vowels never change. Learn these, and you can read any word aloud.
Without an accent mark, stress falls on the second-to-last part: ca-sa, ha-blo.

Letters Sounds like Example
a a in father €asa house
e e in bed mesa table
i eein see Si yes
0 o in or, short ocho cight
u oo in food uno one
aéidu the accent marks the stressed part café coffee
A ny in canyon Espaia spain
h always silent hola nrello
j a rough h, like loch jamon nam
g before e, i: the same rough h gente people
g elsewhere: g in go gato cat
I, y y in yes llave key
C before g, i: s (in Spain, th) cena dinner
7 s (in Spain, th) zapato shoe
qu k, the u is silent queso cheese
gu before e, i: g in go, the u is silent guitarra guitar
r one quick tap, like tt in American butter pero but
rr and r at the start: a rolled r perro dog
v, b both like b; softer between vowels vino wine
d between vowels: soft, like th in this nada nothing
ch ch in church chico boy
7~ ™~ 7~ ™
el - los la - las
masculine, one or more feminine, one or more
el padre, el libro, los padres la madre, la casa, las casas

el or la: every noun is one or the other. Words ending in -o are usually el, words ending in -a usually la, and -ci6n and -dad are
always la. A few break the rule (el dia, la mano), so learn each noun with its article; the colours on the next pages help.
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The first 218 words Las primeras palabras

How: learn five a day, then hunt for them in Kitsumi subtitles. Pink italics say how a word is used, not what it means.

Greetings and survival

Hola
hello

Buenos dias

good morning

Buenas tardes
good afternoon

Buenas noches
good evening, good night
Adios

goodbye

Hasta luego

see you later

Chao

bye (casual)

Gracias
thanks

Muchas gracias

thank you very much

De nada

you're welcome

Por favor

please

Perdén

SOrry, excuse me

Lo siento
I'm sorry

Disculpe
excuse me (polite)
Si

yes

No

no

Claro
of course

Vale
OK (Spain)

;Qué tal?
how's it going?
;COmMo estas?
how are you? (casual)

Bien, gracias

fine, thanks

Mucho gusto

nice to meet you

No entiendo

| don't understand

No sé
| don't know

iSalud!

cheers! bless you!

iBuen provecho!

enjoy your meal
Question words

qué
what
quién
who

donde

where

addénde

where to

cuando

when

por qué
why
como

how

cuanto
how much

cual
which

Me and you
yo

tu
you (casual)

usted
you (polite)
el

he

ella

she

nosotros

we

vosotros

you all (Spain, casual)

ustedes

you all

ellos
they
mi
my

tu

your (casual, no accent)

Little words

y

and

pero
but

(6]

or
también
also

muy

very

solo

only

ya

already

todavia
still, yet
aqui
here
alli
there
con
with
sin
without
para
for
mas
more

menos
less

2 - say it today

tu or usted: tu is for friends, family, kids and anyone your age. usted is for strangers, older people and shops. In Spain t0 is used a

lot; in much of Latin America usted is safer at first.
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People and time Personas y tiempo

Family

la madre

mother

el padre
father

la mama

mom

el papa

dad

el hermano
brother

la hermana

sister

el hijo

son

la hija

daughter

la abuela

grandma

el abuelo
grandpa

los padres
parents (plural)

la familia

family
People

la persona

person

la gente

people (it's singular)

el hombre

man

la mujer

woman, wife
el nino
child, boy
la nina
girl

el amigo

friend

la amiga

friend (female)

el novio
boyfriend

la novia
girlfriend

el profesor

teacher

When

hoy

today

manana

tomorrow

ayer
yesterday

ahora

now

la manana

morning

3 - who and when

la tarde

afternoon

la noche
night

el tiempo

time, weather

la hora

hour

la semana

week

el fin de semana

weekend

el ano

year
Days of the week

el lunes
Monday

el martes
Tuesday

el miércoles
Wednesday

el jueves
Thursday

el viernes
Friday

el sabado
Saturday

el domingo
Sunday

Watch the article: mafiana is tomorrow, la mafiana is the morning. Hasta mafana, see you tomorrow.

Days are small: days and months have no capital letter in Spanish: el lunes, en enero. And el lunes also means on Monday.
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Numbers and food Nameros y comida

Numbers

cero
0

uno
1

dos
2

tres
3

cuatro
4

cinco
5

seis
6

siete
>

ocho
8

nueve
diez
10

once
11

doce
12

veinte
20

treinta
30

cien
100

mil
1,000

Food and drink

el agua

water (yes, el)

el café

coffee

el té

tea

la leche

milk

la cerveza

beer

el vino

wine

4 - count it, eat it

el pan
bread

el queso

cheese

el pollo

chicken

el pescado
fish (to eat)

la carne

meat

la fruta
fruit

la manzana
apple

el desayuno
breakfast

la comida

food, lunch

rico
tasty

Tengo hambre
I'm hungry

La cuenta, por favor
the bill, please

Build the rest: 16 to 29 are one word: dieciséis, veintiuno. From 31 they use y, and: treinta y uno, cuarenta y dos.

el agua: agua is feminine, but takes el because it starts with a stressed a. The plural is las aguas.
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Places, things, verbs Lugares, cosas, verbos

5 - where, what, do it

Two verbs for be: ser is for what something is (Soy Ana, soy profesor). estar is for where it is and how it feels (Estoy en casa, estoy

cansado).

Places

la casa

house

€en Casa

at home

la escuela

school

el trabajo

work, job

la oficina

office

el restaurante

restaurant

el hospital

hospital

el bano

bathroom, toilet

la estacion

station

la tienda
shop

la ciudad

town, city

la calle

street

Espana
Spain

México

Mexico
Things

el libro
book

el movil
mobile phone (Spain)

el celular

mobile phone (Latin America)

el dinero

money

la bolsa
bag

la llave
key

el coche
car (Spain)

el carro

car (Latin America)
Verbs: dictionary / yo form

ser / soy
be (who or what)

estar / estoy

be (where or how)

tener / tengo

have

ir / voy
go

venir / vengo

come

comer / como

eat

beber / bebo

drink

ver / veo

see, watch

hacer / hago

do, make

dormir / duermo

sleep
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hablar / hablo

speak

aprender / aprendo

learn

querer / quiero

want, love

gustar / me gusta

like (it pleases me)

saber / sé

know (a fact)

conocer / conozco

know (a person, a place)

necesitar / necesito

need

poder / puedo

can

Describing words

bueno / malo
good / bad

grande / pequeino
big / small

mucho / poco
alot / alittle

caliente / frio
hot / cold

nuevo / viejo

new / old

rapido / lento

fast / slow

bonito

pretty, nice

cansado
tired



Words every Spanish show uses Palabras de series

Reactions

;En serio?

really?

iQué guay!

how cool! (Spain)

iQué padre!

how cool! (Mexico)

Exacto

exactly

Oye

hey, listen

Ah, vale

oh, | see (Spain)

;Y qué?

so what?

Tonterias

nonsense

Ni idea

no idea

iVamos!

let's go! come on!

iSocorro!
help!

iPara!
stop!

Te quiero

| love you

Te echo de menos

I miss you (Spain)

Te extrano

I miss you (Latin America)

Déjame en paz

leave me alone

Rude: on screen only

iMaldita sea!

damn it!

iMierda!

shit!

iJoder!
fx** (Spain, strong)

iCallate!
shut up

;Estas loco?

are you crazy?

What to call people

senor

Mr, sir

senora

Mrs, madam

tio

dude (Spain; also: uncle)

che
hey, buddy (Argentina)

carifo
darling

Don't copy these: mierda, joder and céllate are rude with anyone but close friends. jMaldita sea! is the milder one.

Spain or Latin America: both are correct Spanish. Pick the one your shows use, and you'll understand the other.
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Practice practica

7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Spanish out loud, then slide it down to check. Can you read every line
without peeking? You've got it.

No | needed: the verb ending already says who. Tengo hambre is I'm hungry; yo tengo hambre just adds weight to the I.

Upside down marks: questions and exclamations open with ; and j, so you know how to read the line before it starts.

Read these sentences

1

10.

.Hola, me llamo Ana.

Hello, my name is Ana.

.;Coémo te llamas?

What's your name?

. ;Donde esta el baho?

Where is the toilet?

. ;Cuanto cuesta?

How much is it?

.Un café, por favor.

A coffee, please.

.Me gusta el chocolate.

| like chocolate.

.Hoy hace mucho calor.

It's very hot today.

.Mafana veo a mi amigo.

Tomorrow I'm seeing my friend.

. jEsta muy rico!

It's really tasty!

iVamos a la playa!

Let's go to the beach!
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