Two alpha bets A36yka - Abeceda

1 - 30 letters, read it out loud

The trick: Serbian keeps one simple promise: write as you speak, read as written. One letter, one sound, and nothing is silent. It
has two alphabets, Cyrillic and Latin, with the same 30 letters, and each Cyrillic letter has exactly one Latin match. Three of the Latin
ones are written with two letters, lj, nj and dz, but each is still one sound.

Same capitals in both

Look familiar, read differently New shapes

Cyrillic Latin Sounds like Example, in both

1 A a A a a in father, short avion asvon plane
2 b6 Bb b in book brat 6pat brother

3 BB Vv vinvan voda sosa water

4 rr G g g in go, always hard grad rpag town, city
5 Aa Dd d in day dan gan day

6 Bh bd a soft j, like the d in duty said quickly dak hax pupil

7 Ee Ee e in bed ekran expat screen
8 DK 5 s in pleasure Zena xera woman, wife
9 33 Zz zin zoo zima suma winter
10 N n li ee in see, short ime vvie name

11 Jj Jj y in yes jutro jyrpo morning
12 K k K k k in skip kuca «yha house

13 Nn L l'in lamp leto neto summer
14 Jbm Ljj [li in million: one sound, one letter ljubav my6as love
15 M m M m m in mum mleko mneko milk
16 HH N n nin no no¢ Hoh night

17 Hw Nj nj ny in canyon: one sound, one letter njegov reros his
18 Oo Oo o in hot, round oko oko eye

19 Mn Pp p in spin pas nac dog
20 Pp Rr a quick tapped or rolled r reka pexa river
21 Cc Ss sinsun sunce cykue sun
22 TT Tt tin stop torta ropra cake
23 | h C G a soft ch, tongue flat behind the teeth ¢erka hepka daughter
24 \4 y Uu oo in food, short ulica yanua street
25 N0 Ff fin fun film duam film
26 X X H h throaty, like ch in loch, but lighter hleb xne6 bread
27 L|| L, Cc tsin cats cvet uger flower
28 Yy C ¢ ch in church, hard: tongue pulled back Caj uaj tea
29 LI Dz dz  jinjam, hard: one letter dZep yen pocket
30 L w S¢ sh in shoe Skola wkona school

Careful with look-alikes
Pisr,Ciss, Hisn,Bisv, Xis handYisu.So PECTOPAH is
restoran pecropar, and CPERA is sreca cpeha, luck.

Both, every day

Signs, menus, newspapers and screens use both alphabets,
often side by side. Subtitles may use either one. Hvala Xzana is
the same word either way, so learn both and you can read it all.

Hard or soft R can be a vowel

¢ and dz (y, 1) are hard: tongue back, lips a little round. ¢ and d Between two consonants, r carries the syllable on its own: prst
(h, 1) are soft: tongue flat, lighter: Caj uaj, tea; kuca «yha, house. npcr, finger; vrt spr, garden; Srbija Cp6uja, Serbia. Say a short
If they sound alike to you at first, you'll still be understood, and rolled r and add nothing: SR-bi-ja.

the spelling tells you which one it is.
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H OW WO rd S WO rk FpaMaTM Ka 2 - one page of grammar

No a, no the: Serbian has no articles, so kuca kyha is a house or the house. Context does the work.

Every noun is masculine, feminine or neuter

- ™~ 7~ ~N 7 =~
L3
taj Taj ta to
masculine: usually ends in a feminine: usually ends in -a neuter: ends in -o or -e
consonant ta Zena ra sxera, woman to selo o ceno, village
taj grad aj rpaa, town ta kafa ra aoa, coffee to more o mope, sea

ta) CaJ 2 uaj, tea ta ulica ra yiua, street to mleko ro wnexo, milk

taj hleb raj xne6, bread

Mostly, not always: tata, dad, deda, grandpa, and komsija, neighbour, end in -a but are masculine; so is auto, car, with its -o. No¢,
night, and ljubav, love, are feminine with no -a. On the next pages the noun itself wears its gender colour, so you don't have to
guess.

Endings change with the job in the sentence

kafa kada Pijem kafu. Mujem kady. bez kafe 6es kade s kafom ¢ kadpom

coffee: the dictionary form | drink coffee. without coffee with coffee

That's the case system: the start of the word stays, and only the end changes. Learn the dictionary form first; listening brings the

rest.
Tior Vi
Kako si? Kako cn? Kako ste? Kako cre?
ti: friends, family, kids, anyone your age Vi: strangers, older people, at work; vi is also more than one person

Verbs change with the person: biti, to be, and govoriti, to speak

ja sam ti si on, ona je mi smo vi ste oni su

ja cam ™ cun OH, OHa je MW CMO BU CTe OHU cy

I am you are (casual) he, she is we are you all are; polite they are
you

govorim govoris govori govorimo govorite govore

roBOpPUM rosopuL rosopu roBOpnMO rosopurte rosope

| speak you speak (casual) he, she speaks we speak you all speak; polite they speak
you

No need for ja: the ending already says who. Kod kuée sam is I'm at home. The short sam, si, je never come first, so it's Umoran
sam, or Ja sam umoran.

Saying no: put ne before the verb: ne govorim, | don't speak. For biti it joins up: nisam, nisi, nije.

Have and have not: imam is | have, nemam is | don't have. Nema on its own means there isn't, and you'll hear it all day: Nema
problema. No problem.
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The first 256 words npee peun

How: learn five a day, then listen for them in Serbian films and series. Each word comes in Latin, then in Cyrillic. Pink italics say how

a word is used.

Greetings and survival

Zdravo 3apaso
hi, hello; also bye

Cao hao
hi; bye (casual, very common)

Dobar dan [Jobap aaH
hello (polite, all day)

Dobro jUtFO [Jo6po jytpo
good morning

Dobro vece /106po seue
good evening

Laku no¢ Jlaky Hoh
good night

Dovide nja [Josuhera
goodbye (polite)

Vidimo se Buaummo ce
see you

Hvala xgana
thank you

Hvala Iepo XBana neno
thanks a lot (it means thank you nicely)

Molim Monum
please; you're welcome; pardon?

Izvolite vizsonure
here you are; can | help you? (polite)

Izvinite ssunute
excuse me, sorry (polite)

Izvini Vseunn
sorry (casual)

Da Ja

yes

Ne He
no; not

Dobro [Jobpo
OK, fine, good

Kako si? kako cu?
how are you? (casual)

Kako ste? kako cre?
how are you? (polite)

Dobro sam [lobpo cam
I'm fine

Drago mi je [paro mu je
nice to meet you (it means it's dear to me)

Molim does a lot: it means please, and also you're welcome, and pardon? when you didn't catch something. Hvala. Molim. Thank

you. You're welcome.

Ne razumem He pazyvem
| don't understand

Ne znam He znam
| don't know

Zivelil xusenn!
cheers! (it means may you live)

Prijatno! rpujarro!
enjoy your meal! (also a polite bye)

Question words

Sta wra
what

ko ko

who

gde rae

where

odakle osakne

where from

kada Kasa
when (also kad)

zasto zawro
why

kako kaxo

how

koliko «onuko
how much, how many

kOJI Koju
which

Koliko kosta? koauko kowra?
how much is it?

Me and you
jaja

|

tl ™

you (casual)

on / Ona / ONO oH / oHa / oHO
he / she /it

mi

we

Vi eu

you all; Vi is the polite you
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onNi oku
they

moj / moja MOj / Moja

my (m word / f word)

tVOJ / tvoja TBOj / TBOja

your (casual)

taj/ta/toraj/ra/mo

this, that (m /f/n)
Little words

I n
and

ali anm
but

ili v
or

takode raxone
also, too

vVeOoMma seoma
very (also jako)

MNOJgO wHoro
a lot, many (also puno)

malo wano
a little

Samo camo
only, just

vec seh
already

jOé jou

still, yet, more

ovde osze
here

tamo ramo
there

Sa / Sca/c
with

bez 6es
without
jer jep
because

mozda MOXAa
maybe

3 - say it today



People and time Jbyaun n Bpeme

Family

majka Majka
mother

otac oray
father

mama wmama
mum

tata rata

dad (masculine, despite the -a)

brat 6pat
brother

sestra cecrpa
sister

SIN cuH
son

¢erka nepxa
daughter

baka 6aka
grandma

deda aena

grandpa (masculine too)
ujak yjak

uncle (your mother's brother)
tetka rerxa

aunt

roditelji poaurenn
parents (plural)

Po rodica nopoanua
family

People

covek uosex
person, man (ljudi, people)

muskarac wyuiapat
man

Zena sxena

woman; wife

muz MY>K

husband

dete gere
child (deca, children)

decko euko

boy; boyfriend (casual, masculine despite the -o)

d evoj ka AeBojka

girl; girlfriend
Numbers
0 1 2
nula jedan dva
Hyna jepaH ABa
10 1 12
deset jedanaest | dvanaest
necet jepaHaect ZABaHaecT

prijatelj npvjatesm

friend (@ man)

prijateljica npvjarenuua
friend (@ woman)

kom§ija KoMLUKja
neighbour (masculine, despite the -a)

lekar sexa p
doctor (casual: doktor)

Things

telefon renedon

phone (a mobile is mobilni)

knjiga KHbUra
book

novac Hosay,
money (in speech: pare)
liUE K/byY

key

auto ayto
car (masculine, despite the -0)

[Prozor nposop

window

When

danas JaHac
today

sutra cympa
tomorrow

jucV:e Jjyue
yesterday

sada caga

now (in speech: sad)
uvek yBeK
always

nikad HUKag,

never

jutro jyrpo

morning

popodne nonogHe

afternoon

Noc¢ Hoh

night (feminine, with no -a)

dan LaH

day

3 4 5 6

tri Cetiri pet Sest

TN yeTnpu nert wecrt

20 30 40 50
dvadeset trideset Cetrdeset pedeset
ABagecet Tpugecet uetpgecet negecert

4 - who and when

sat car
hour; also clock, watch

vreme spewme
time; also weather

sedmica ceammLa
week (also nedelja)

mesecC wmecel,
month; also moon

godina rogvHa
year

Days of the week

ponedeljak noHeze/bak
Monday

utorak yTopak
Tuesday

sreda cpega
Wednesday

cetvrtak yeTBpTaK
Thursday

petak nerax
Friday

subota cy6ora
Saturday

nedelja nepena
Sunday; also week

Getting around

autobus ayro6yc

bus

VOZ Bo3
train

taksi rakcu
taxi

stanica cranmua
station; also a stop

aerodrom aepoapom
airport

karta xapra
ticket; also map

levo / desno neso / secro

left / right
pravo npaso
straight on
7 8 9
sedam osam devet
cepam ocCam Aeset
100 200 1,000
sto dvesta hiljada
cTo aBecTa Xubasa

One and two change: they follow the gender: jedan grad, jedna kafa, jedno pivo; dva grada, but dve kafe. 21 is dvadeset jedan.

Days are small: days and months take no capital letter: ponedeljak, januar. On Monday is u ponedeljak.
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FOOd, places, verbs XpaHa, mecra, rnaronm

Food and drink

voda BOZa
water

kafa kada
coffee, a reason to sit for an hour
€aj uaj

tea

mleko mneko
milk

inO nvBo
beer

Vino suro
wine

hleb xne6
bread

sir cp

cheese

meso meco
meat

piletina nuieTnHa
chicken (the meat)

riba punba
fish
¢eva pl heBanu

small grilled meat rolls (plural), with bread and
onion

pljeskavica n/beckaBuLa

a big grilled meat patty, often in bread
ajvar ajsap

roasted red pepper spread

burek 6ypek

flaky pie with meat or cheese, from the bakery
rakija pakvja

fruit brandy (strong: sip it slowly)

dorucak Jopyyak
breakfast

rucak py4ak

lunch, the main meal

vecera Beuepa
dinner

Gladan sam rnagat cam
I'm hungry (@ woman says gladna sam)

Raéun, molim PauyH, Monvm
the bill, please

Places

kuca kyha

house

kod kuce «og kyhe

at home

Two forms: the dictionary form ends in -ti or -¢i. For |, it usually ends in -m: gledam, govorim. Learn the odd ones by heart: hocu,

mogu, idem.

Describing words agree: the list shows the masculine form. Feminine adds -a, neuter -o or -e: dobar dan, dobra kafa, dobro pivo.

POSa0 nocao
work, job

skola wkona
school

restoran pecropa+
restaurant

kafic¢ kaduh
café, where the day happens

bolnica 6onHMLa
hospital

prodavnica npojasHuLa
shop

pijaca nujaua
market

grad rpag
town, city

selo ceno
village

ulica yamua
street

trg pr

town square

toalet toaner
toilet (signs say WC)

Srbija cpéuja
Serbia

Beog rad beorpag,
Belgrade

Verbs: dictionary / ja form

biti / sam 6utu / cam
be

imati / imam nmatu / nmam
have

i¢i / idem uhn / naem

go

dodi / dodem zohu / sohew
come

jesti / jedem jectu / jenem
eat

pltl / puem nuTK / nujem
drink

videti / vidim BUAETW / BUAUM
see

gledati / gledam rreaam / rrepam

watch, look

raditi / radim paantn / pagnm
work; also do

spavati / Spavam cnaeatu / cnasam
sleep
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govoriti / govorim
roBOpUTK / FOBOPUM

speak

razumeti / razumem
pasymeTu / pasymem

understand

znati / znam snatn / zHam
know

hteti / ho¢u xrern / xohy

want

mocdi / mMogu mohw / mory

can

voIeti / voIim BOJIETWN / BOAUM
love; also like

uciti / ucim yumTun / yumm
learn, study

iiveti / ZIVim swisery / KNBUM

live

kupiti / kuplm Kynutu / Kynum
buy

Cekati / cekam uekatu / vekam

wait
Describing words

dobar / oS s06ap / now
good / bad

veI|k| / maI| BEANKW / Manu
big / small

topao / hladan ronao / xnapan
warm / cold

nov / star wos / cTap

new / old

skup /jeftin ckyn / jedTuH

expensive / cheap

lak / tezak nax / rexax
easy / hard; also light / heavy

Iep nen
beautiful, nice

odlican oA MyaH
excellent

ukusan yKycaH
tasty

umoran ywvopax
tired

5 - eat, go, do it



Show words reun uz cepwja

Reactions

Bre! bpe!

the famous one: hey, man, come on (see

below)

Ajde! Ajae!

come on! let's go!

Stvarno? CrBapHO?

really? seriously?

Super! Cynep!
great!

Vazi Baxu

OK, deal, sure (it means it holds)

Nema veze Hewma seze

never mind, no problem (it means no
connection)

Bravo! bpaso!

well done!

Jao! Jao!

ouch! oh no! oh dear!

Joj! Joj!
oh! (pain, surprise or delight)

Epactna

well, well then (to start a sentence)

Ma daj! Ma gaj!

come on! no way! you're kidding!

Naravno HapasHo

of course

Tacno Tauro
exactly, that's right

Polako ronaxo
slowly; take it easy

Svaka cast! csaka uacr!

respect! well done! (it means every honour)

Sta ima? Wra uva?

what's up? (it means what is there)
The big scenes

Volim te Bonuw e
| love you

Nedostajes mi Hegocrajew v

| miss you (it means you are missing to me)

Ostavi me na miru

OctaBu Me Ha Mupy
leave me alone (it means leave me in peace)

Pazi! nasu!
watch out!

Prestani! rpecrann!
stop it!

Pomod! rowoh!
help!

6 - films and series

Sta se desilo? Lira ce Jecnno?
what happened?

Sve cCe biti u redu

Cse he 6utn y peay
everything will be all right

Ne brini He 6putu

don't worry

Cekaj! veaj!

wait!

Sta radi$? L paamLL?

what are you doing?
What to call people

brate bpate

bro (it means brother)

druze apy>xe
mate, pal (from drug, friend)

duso AyLo

darling, honey (it means soul)

UU bavi JbybaBm

my love

stari crapu

mate, dude (it means old one)

gospodine / gospodo

rocrnoamuHe / rocnoho
sir / madam; Mr / Mrs before a name

Bre, the famous one: a tiny word with no exact meaning that adds punch and warmth to anything: Ajde, bre! Come on! $ta je,
bre? What's up? It can sound impatient or affectionate, and the voice tells you which. You'll hear it in almost every scene.

Calling someone changes the word: brat becomes brate, drug becomes druze, dusa becomes duso, Milan becomes Milane. It

sounds warm, not formal.

Swear words are strong: Serbian has strong swear words, and you'll hear them a lot on screen, even between friends. They hit
harder than the subtitles show: recognise them, but don't say them. Jao and joj are the mild ones you can say in front of anyone.
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Practice Bexsa

7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the orange and grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Serbian out loud, then slide the paper down to check. Can

you read every line without peeking? You've got it. Then cover the Latin and read the Cyrillic.

Questions: raise your voice at the end, or start with da li: Da li imas vremena? Do you have time?

Read every letter: nothing is silent, so say each one: Cevapi is CE-va-pi, three beats.

Read these sentences

1.

10.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Serbian subtitles to see what it means.

Zdravo, ja sam Ana.

3apaBo, ja cam AHa.
Hi, I'm Ana.

. Kako se zoves?

Kako ce 3oBew?
What's your name?

. Izvinite, gde je toalet?

N3BUHWUTE, rae je Toanet?
Excuse me, where is the toilet?

. Koliko kosta karta?

Konnko kowrTa kapTta?
How much is the ticket?

.Jednu kafu, molim.

JeaHy kady, moanm.
One coffee, please.

. Govorim malo srpski.

FOBOPMM Mano CPrcKu.
| speak a little Serbian.

. Danas je lepo vreme.

[aHac je neno Bpeme.
The weather is nice today.

Cytpa ngemo y beorpag.

Tomorrow we're going to Belgrade.

. Cevapi su odli¢ni!

hesanu cy ognnuHm!
The ¢evapi are excellent!

Ajde, bre, kasnimo!

Ajae, 6pe, kacHUMO!
Come on, we're late!

. Sutra idemo u Beograd.
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