Deva naga ri aaq'l'rr\ﬁ' 1 - read it out loud

The trick: Hindi is written left to right, and the letters hang from a line on top. Each consonant carries a built-in a: & ka. A vowel

mark changes that a. Romanization on this sheet: plain Latin, with long vowels as aa, ii, uu, and an n after a vowel that goes
through the nose.

Vowels: a letter at the start of a word, a mark after a consonant
¥ M 3 % ¥ % T W e o
o mark T f % . R | ) ki Y
® & & @ P % & & B D

a aa u uu ai o au

Consonants, row by row

with a puff voiced voiced, puff nasal
back of the mouth .a-
gh ng

¢ = &

roof of the mouth
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=

tongue curled back

tongue on the teeth
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lips
bh
ynlv a-
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sh h

A puff of air: say P ka, then W kha with a breath, as if blowing out a candle. The h means a puff, so th and ph are never the English
th or f. The shaded row is said with the tongue curled back; the row below, with the tongue on your teeth. This sheet writes both
as t and d: the letter shows which.

The hidden a Dot letters

At the end of a word, and often in the middle, the built-in a A dot below adds a sound: 31 z as in $IReX zaruur, sure; ™ f as
goes quiet: PHT kamal, lotus, not kamala; ©IR ghar, house. in T film; © d with a flap, close to r: TSP ladkaa, boy.
Through the nose Joined letters

The dot on top, as in 3f an, isan n or m: %?;pf hindii. The moon The halant & k takes the a away, so letters join: & ksh &HT
and dot, as in \3\‘?an, sends the vowel through the nose: Eff haan, kshamaa, forgiveness; J tr ATAT yaatraa, trip; A gy AT gyaan,
yes; J:Irfvmaan, mother. knowledge; ¥ shr ot shrii, Mr.
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H OW WO rd S WO rk WT 2 - one page of grammar

Every noun is masculine or feminine

s N 7 ™~
masculine feminine
often ends in -aa often ends in -ii

ASPT ladkaa boy - §CT betaa son - BHRT kamraa room s B ladki girl - STT betii daughter - AT roti flatbread

Often, not always: =t paanii, water, is masculine, and forare kitaab, book, is feminine. Learn each noun with its colour. Describing
words in -aa follow the noun: 3f®3T TSP achchhaa ladkaa, a good boy; 33T m achchhii ladkii, a good girl.

Little words come after the noun

WY AT R foeett o H BT R

ghar men mez par dillii se raam kaa ghar
in the house on the table from Delhi Ram's house

&1, B, F: of changes like an -aa word, to match the noun that comes after it: XTH 1 YR raam kaa ghar, Ram's house; XTH P
W raam kii kitaab, Ram's book.

The verb goes last, and it knows who's talking

o ag Ui g

main chaay piitaa huun
I tea drink am

- N 7~ ™
a man says a woman says

ﬁ: a1y tﬂ?ﬂ- _ér’ main chaay piitaa huun f[ g1y tﬂ?ﬁ _é’ main chaay piitii huun

Three ways to say you

Word Use it for You are

a\ very close: a best friend, a small child, God. Rude to a stranger. q\%
tuu hai

tuu

qq friends, family, people younger than you dH ﬁ
tum ho

tum

Gﬂ'C[ strangers, elders, teachers, at work. Always safe. g %
aap hain

aap

Tord: % hai means is, for one person or thing: ?ZI_E;"EIT% yah ghar hai, this is a house. % hain, with the dot on top, is for many and for
A aap: a aﬁ % ve dost hain, they're friends. And | am is f{ f{ main huun.
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The first 237 words wa s

3 - say it today

How: learn five a day, then hunt for them in Kitsumi subtitles. Nouns are in colour: blue is masculine, pink is feminine. (Notes in

brackets) say how a word is used.

Greetings and survival

:ﬂ:l@ namaste

hello; also goodbye (with anyone)

THIDR namaskaar

hello (a little more formal)

W shukriyaa

thank you (everyday)

Yqdlq dhanyavaad

thank you (formal)

A ﬁ %7 aap kaise hain?

how are you? (to a woman: kaisii)

ﬁ: 6°|$ _g main thiik huun

I'm fine

6-[ haan

yes
7‘|€[ nahiin

no, not

W % thiik hai

OK, fine

TTH BIFTT masf kijie

sorry; excuse me (polite)

ﬁg dd :lﬁ koii baat nahiin

no problem, never mind

m kripyaa

please (formal; people mostly just ask nicely)

ANTd % svaagat hai

welcome

qu ﬁl@lﬁ phir milenge

see you again

alvidaa
farewell (for a long goodbye)

HTAhT F1H HT %7 aapkaa naam kyaa

hai?
what's your name?

ﬁT[ 1L % meraa naam ... hai

my name is ...

H@ m qﬁ ST mujhe samajh

nahiin aayaa
| didn't understand

H@ :IﬁbftlﬁT mujhe nahiin pataa

| don't know

Question words

T kyaa

what; at the start, it makes a yes or no question

ail:l kaun
who .
W kahaan

where

D kab

when

?Pﬁ kyon

why

ﬁ' kaise
how
1%7_(":” kitnaa

how much (kitne, how many)

ﬁ? T kaun saa

which one

Me and you

ff main
|
6'13[ ham

we (in films, also a proud I)

ﬂtr tum

you (friends)

ST azp

you (polite, always safe)

?1_6' yah

he, she, this (said yeh)

3_6' vah

he, she, that (said voh)

ave

they

-ERT / ﬁﬁ meraa / merii

my (with a masculine / feminine word)

Nlecal aapkaa

your (polite)

W tumhaaraa

your (friends)
A4

HET yahaan

here

A4
HET vahaan

there

Little words

3”2 aur

and; also more

é”a;'| lekin
but

g7 yaa

or

'J.ﬂ' bhii

also, too (main bhii, me too)

EIEH bahut

very, a lot

‘Z.hS'[ thodaa

a little

iad Y sirf

only

% Y ke saath

with (after the word)

%ﬁ'l'q ke lie

for (after the word)

it kyonki

because

IR agar

if

Hd mat

don't (before a verb)

Describing words

NE / @T achchhaa / buraa

good / bad

ElST / @'al badaa / chhotaa

big / small; also older / younger

RY / oSl garam / thandaa

hot / cold

a1/ HTF‘” nayaa / puraanaa

new / old (thirzgs)

RIRsell / I@T” sastaa / mahangaa

cheap / expensive

3 / GRBE aasaan / mushii

easy / hard

ﬁaq sundar

beautiful

E:QT / 3a|ﬂ khush / udaas

happy / sad
YhT 53‘"- thakaa huaa

tired

?I\_;[ tez

fast; also sharp, bright

31T is the safe you: 34 aap works with anyone: 3{TJ G| %? aap kaise hain?, how are you? Save gH tum for friends: gH Eas| EP[? tum

kaise ho?
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People, time, numbers = sk a0y

Family
I:ﬁ{ maan

FﬁT[ log

people (always plural)

4 - who and when

ﬁ_"r din

day

aﬁ dost m haftaa

mother (also mummy)

ﬁ.a_[ ) friend, a man or a woman week
pitaa q@@ . -;Eﬂ:ﬂ .
father (also papa) neiéhbou:)adosn e mahiinaa
FICI-FURT maataa-pits STaR dokiar T saal
arents
Y bhaa doctor year
aaii .
brother When haoaur ghantaa
sister e 3] bajg
ae_l_ aﬁ today o'clock: TIF S paanch baje, at five
/ betaa / betii DA kal
a

son / daughter

q‘% pati

Days of the week

E |] |a|z somvaar

tomorrow; also yesterday

husband parson
Hssan the day after tomorrow, or before yesterday Monday
qa‘ atnii 3
wife ’ G{Q'ﬁ abhii HITIdIR mangalvaar
F\ right now Tuesday
famil parivaar Eﬂ'c{ f[ baad men §?JEI'R budhvaar
amry later Wednesday
People W subah W guruvaar
&m - morning Thursday
aadmii
man dopahar %aia X shukravaar
Gﬁm afternoon, midday Friday
aurat
woman RATH shaam QT&ITTR shanivaar
evening Saturday
gl / ASD! ladkaa / ladkii
boy'/ girl : d raat ?ﬁﬁl? ravivaar
night Sunday (also itvaar)
d[ bachchaa
child (bachche, children)
Two sides of the family
Dad's side Mum's side
clal daadaa aél daadii AT haanaa :ﬂ:ﬂ naanii
grandpa grandma grandpa grandma
Il chaachaa §3‘|T buaa HTHT maamaa mausii
uncle aunt uncle aunt

Hindi says which side: § E‘:l daadii is dad's mum, :l'Fﬁ naanii is mum's mum. Dad's older brother is d\$ taauu, and the wives get their
own words too: Tl chaachii, I E e

Numbers
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
"

T al GIG| EIN gra EH 1 313 Ell G2

ek do tiin chaar paanch chhah saat aath nau das

1" 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

EN . S [

WRE | §RE GRS dlcg Uge qidg || 998 3ORE | I CIk|

gyaarah baarah terah chaudah pandrah solah satrah athaarah unniis biis
30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 1,000 100,000
IR A s SR 1 S TR oot | A= Ll IR | A
tiis chaaliis pachaas saath sattar assii nabbe sau hazaar laakh

Kal is two days: Dl kal means tomorrow and yesterday. The verb tells you which: ¢l ST kal aauungaa, I'll come tomorrow;

H T 3T kal aayaa, | came yesterday. From 21 to 99, every number is its own word: learn them as you meet them.
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Food, places, verbs @rr sk s

Food and drink

t”:ﬂ- paanii

Places
U ghar

Verbs
QT[T khaanaa

water house, home eat; also food
S| chaay W skuul tﬂﬂT piinaa
tea school drink
A

W kofii QUdX daftar NI jaanaa
coffee office go
Ejﬁf duudh Qailﬂ dukaan HTT aanaa
milk shop come
F’Iﬁ lassii dIVIR baazaar @_"ﬂ- sonaa
yogurt drink market sleep; also gold
ﬂél rotii ST aspataal dekhnaa
flatbread hospital see, watch
dIdc] chaaval dIYH paathruum ﬁ:FIT sunnaa
rice toilet, bathroom listen, hear
alcl daal éQF" steshan qg:” padhnaa
lentils; lentil curry station read, study

31 sabzii Q|8q shahar likhnaa
vegetables; a veg dish city write

&
chikan g gaanv W bolnaa

chicken (on menus) village speak
q@_@ﬂ' machhlii W sadak DGl kahnaa
fish road, street say
HTY maans mandir DA karnaa
meat temple do
ST andaa éQI desh W samajhnaa
egg country understand
hdd phal HIRd bhaarat Gﬂq:”jaannaa
fruit India know
S3HTH aam Things él@:” siikhnaa
mango learn
TH®D namak lll [ fon 26:” rahnaa
salt phone live, stay
Eﬂ:ﬁ chiinii W kitaab khariidnaa
sugar; also Chinese book buy
fHGTS mithaail TR paise G baithnas
sweets money (plural) it
12T naashtaa E”ap[ chaabii DDA ruknaa
breakfast; a snack key stop, wait
Fﬂﬁ'@ svaadisht “_SS I gaadii milnaa
tasty car; also a train meet
Ei|@| tiikhaa D HRT kamraa I8l chaahnaa
spicy, hot room want
Hé ‘Hc:@' qL il % mujhe bhuukh lagii hai GV darvaazaa YR HAT pyaar karnaa
I'm hungry door love
foret ST b 1aaie
the bill, please

5 - eat, go, do it

Verbs end in -naa: that's the dictionary form. Take off - naa and add an ending: QI khaanaa, eat; @ﬂ?ﬂg khaataa huun, | eat. Say

E“I%Q chaahie for need: Hatﬂ:ﬁ E”I%Q mujhe paanii chazahie, | need water.
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Show words fraf 3

Reactions

3’&! are!

hey! oh! (surprise, or to get attention)

Wyaar

mate, dude (between friends)

EIFﬁ chalo

come on, let's go; OK then

Y bas

enough, that's it; also just, only

HTIT achchhaa

oh, | see; really? (said with a rising voice)

q f[? sach men?

really? seriously?

ETCT X[H! haay raam!

oh my God! (it calls on Ram; grannies and
comedy)

T dld %! kyaa baat hai!

wow, brilliant! (praise)

F@IW bilkul

absolutely

3‘& EITfﬁ! are baap re!

oh my God! (it means oh, father)

% HITAIA! he bhagvaan!

oh God!

SIRIY| % H[? paagal hai kyaa?

are you crazy?

aﬂé qé:]. koii nahiin

never mind, it's fine (casual)

qq' chup!

quiet!

Wah' bachaao!

help!

What to call people

\_)'ﬁjii

yes (polite); after a name it shows respect:
sharmaa jii

']'ﬂ_ﬁt / ‘J}C]T bhaaii / bhaiyaa

bro; any man your age (bhaiyaa: warm, for
a driver or shopkeeper too)

Ea?ﬁ diidii

big sister; any young woman a little older

6 - Bollywood and series

aET betaa

son; elders say it to any child, even a girl

Gﬂijaanuu

sweetheart (between lovers)

W saahab

sir, after a name or a job (said saab)

3{ic] / 3B aantii / ankal

auntie / uncle: any older woman or man,
even a stranger

The big scenes

. "
o Y TR &A1 § main
tumse pyaar kartaa huun
| love you (a woman says kartii)

H’sﬁ HIth dh a mujhe maaf kar
do

forgive me

Hd Gﬂ-s‘h' mat jaao!

don't go!

W -C”_QF 3‘”?% % tumhaarii

yaad aatii hai
| miss you

Hinglish is normal: people in shows mix English words into Hindi all the time: ﬁT[ phone gl %? meraa phone kahaan hai?, where's

my phone? It isn't bad Hindi. It's how many people talk.

shopkeepers say it all day.

Swear words are strong: Hindi has harsh swear words, often about someone's mother or sister. You'll hear them in gritty series:

recognise them, but don't say them. SRR are yaar! and & YA he bhagvaan! are the mild ones you can say in front of anyone.
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Pra Ctice G{W 7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the romanization and the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Hindi out loud, then slide it down to check. Can you
read every line without peeking? You've got it.

Questions: raise your voice at the end, or start with &I kyaa: T 3TU fgct aerd %? kyaa aap hindii bolte hain?, do you speak Hindi?
The line at the end of a sentence, |, is a full stop.

Saying no: put 81 nahiin before the verb: A g1 ST main nahiin jaantaa, | don't know (a woman says jaantii). For don't, as an
order, use Hd mat: Hd SIE mat jaao, don't go.

Read these sentences

1. AR, BRT AT O g

namaste, meraa naam priyaa hai.
Hello, my name is Priya.

2. Y Hgl 4 g7
aap kahaan se hain?
Where are you from?

5. SIS Bl g7

baathruum kahaan hai?
Where is the toilet?

4. T8 fhda ®1 87

yah kitne kaa hai?
How much is this?

5. T I elfog|

ek chaay diijie.

One tea, please.

6. J3 <1 9gd USG5 |

mujhe daal bahut pasand hai.
| really like daal.

7. 3111 9gd TRH B

aaj bahut garmii hai.
It's very hot today.

5. o faeelt o e 5|

kal main dillii jaa rahaa huun.
Tomorrow I'm going to Delhi. (a woman says rahii)

. . ]
o. 7 1S} e A 5

main thodii hindii boltaa huun.

| speak a little Hindi. (a woman says boltii)

10.3@,%?[%!

chalo, chalte hain!
Come on, let's go!

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Hindi subtitles to see what it means.
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