The Greek alphabet To aA@apnto

1 - read it out loud

The trick: Greek has 24 letters, and each one keeps its sound. Many look familiar, and a few look English but aren't. Romanization
on this sheet: dh is th in this, th is th in thin, h is the rough ch of loch, and the accent shows the stress.

Letter Name

Look and sound like English

Sounds like

a in father, but short
e in bed

ee in see, but short

k, without a puff of air
m in mum

o in more, but short

t, without a puff of air

Z in zoo

False friends: they look English, but sound different

A o dAQa alfa
Ee £Pov épsilon
| 1 VLT yota

K k kéma kapa

M HLmi

Oo OMIKPOV dmikron
TT TOW taf

Z( {Ata zita

BB BATa vita
Hn AT ita

N v Vi ni

Pp po 1o

X X XU hi

Yvu VYoV ipsilon

New shapes

[y Yapua gama
Ab Séhtal dhélta
©0 OnTa thita

A A A&uda lamdha
= E ELksi

[Tt T pi

20¢C otypa sigma
() P @ fi

Wy P psi

Quw WHEYQ oméga

vinvan, never b

ee in see, never n

nin no, never v

r with a quick tap, never p

a rough h, ch in Scottish loch

ee in see, never u

g from the throat; y in yes before e, i sounds
th in this

th in thin

['in let

ks in box

p, without a puff of air

s in sun; ¢ is the same s, at the end of a word
fin fun

ps in lips

o, the same as o

Example

ayc’mn agapi love
£€W ékso outside
&€t idhéa idea
KATW kato down
}J.G}.K'X mama mum
éVOp.O( 6noma name
TENOC télos end

dwn zofi life

BlB)\i.O vivlio book
NALOG ilios sun
VEPO ner6 water
PV rizi rice
XO(pé( hara joy

UTIVOC ipnos sleep

Y&TQ gata cat

SEK dhéka ten

BaAaoo thalasa sea
AEUOVL lemoni lemon

€EVOC ksénos stranger
TOPABLPO parathiro window
OOVUTIA solipa soup

QW fos light

WNAOG psilos tall

WPA ora hour, time

Two ways to write s: 0 s at the start or in the middle of a word, ¢ s at the very end: 0 @{A0G o filos, friend. Same sound.

The accent mark: the little stroke, called TOVOC ténos, shows which syllable is stressed. Greeks always write it, on every word with

more than one syllable, and it can change the word: TTOTE; pote? when? TIOTE poté never. On a capital it sits in front: ‘EAQL éla.
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H OW WO rds Work rpauuaTlKﬁ 2 - pairs and grammar

Two letters, one sound

Letters Sounds like Example

0)0) oo in food 0VPAVOC ourands sky

ol e in bed, the same as ¢ KOl ke and

€L, OL, Ul ee in see, the same as glpot ime 1 am

v, €V av, ev; but af, ef before p, t, k, s, f, th, h oUPLO / EVXOPLOTW avrio / efharistd tomorrow / thank you
MTT b at the start of a word; mb in the middle  pmopmdg / AQUTIA babas / lamba dad / lamp
VT d at the start; nd in the middle VTOMATO / TIEVTE domata / pénde tomato / five
YK, YY g at the start; ng in the middle YKpL / AyyAia gri / Anglia grey / England

TO ts in cats TOOU tséi tea

T dz, close to j in jeans tlotlikt dzadziki tzatziki

Y + € i y in yes, before e and i sounds YELO / YLOYL& ya / yayé hi/ grandma

Double letters are said once: OAAAGOX thalasa, sea; LAPLATO savato, Saturday.

Every noun is masculine, feminine or neuter

-~ ™~ 7~ ~N 7~ ™~
o n TO
masculine: often -og, -ng, -ag feminine: often -q, -n neuter: often -o, -1, -pa
0 ®IAOG o filos friend N MNTEPQ i mitéra mother TO vePO to nerd water
0 MaBNTAG o mathitis pupil 1 ayamn i agapi love TO OTLTL to spiti house
O TIATEPQG o patéras father n TOAN i pdli city TO OVOMO to bnoma name

Learn every noun with o, n or to: the colours on the next pages do the remembering for you. A or an changes too: évag énas,

piot mia, €vat éna. For many, the is OLi or TO ta: TOl OTUTIA ta spitia, the houses.

Verbs change with the person

BEAW BEAeLC OeAeL BeAovpe OgAeTe B£A\ouv

thélo thélis théli théloume thélete théloun

| want you want he, she wants we want you want (polite, or they want
all of you)

No need for I: the ending already says who. @¢Aw VePO thélo nerd is | want water. Add €yw ego, |, only to stress it.

The question mark is ; it looks like an English semicolon: Tt B€AeLG; ti thélis? What do you want?
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The fil‘St 219 words O tpwteg Aé€eLC

3 - say it today

How: learn five a day, then hunt for them in Kitsumi subtitles. Pink italics say how a word is used, not what it means.

Greetings and survival

[elo0 00V ya sou
hi; bye (to one friend)

el 00¢ ya sas
hello; goodbye (polite, or to a group)

K('X)\I’]}J.E'pO( kaliméra

good morning

KoAnomépa kalispéra
good evening (from late afternoon)

KoAnviOxTa kalinihta
good night
Ta }\Ep.E ta léme

see you (it means we'll talk)

Euxoaplotw efharisto
thank you

Euxaplotw TOAY efharisté poli
thank you very much

ﬂO(pO(KO(Nb parakald
please; you're welcome; here you are; can | help
you?

ZUVde)}J.I’] signomi
sorry; excuse me

TU KAVELG ti kanis?
how are you? (to a friend)
TUKQVETE; ti kanete?
how are you? (polite)
KaAd, €0VU; kala, esi?
fine, and you?

Me AEVE ... me léne ..

my name is ...

X&pNKa harika

nice to meet you

Agev kotohaPaivw dhen katalavéno
| don't understand

Agv Eépw dhen kséro

| don't know

TNV VYELX POG! stin iya mas!
cheers! (to our health)
KoAn ope€n! kali oreksit

enjoy your meal!
Question words

TL ti
what

TtOLOQ pyos
who; which (rrotee pya, moto pyo for f and n)

oV pou
where

ToTE péte

when

ylatl yati

why; also because

T[d)c pos

how

Too0o pdso

how much (méoa pésa, how many)
MO00 KAVEL poso kani?

how much is it?
Me and you

Ey(b ego

|

€0V esi

you (friends, family)

€0¢(Q esis
you (polite, or all of you)

QUTOC / QTN aftos / afti
he / she

QTO afto
it; this
EMELG emis
we

QUTOL afti
they

MOV mou
my, after the word (o @iAog pov o filos mou, my
friend)

OO0V sou

your, after the word (o @iAog oou o filos sou)

eOW edho
here
EKEL eki

there
Little words

KOl ke

and

OAAQ ala
but

’.
ni
or

gV dhen
not (before the verb)

ET[[OI’]C episis
also, too
TIOAV poli
very, a lot

)\[VO ligo

a little

p(’)VO mono
only, just

ME me

with; also me

YW ya

for; about

XWPIG horis
without
ETIELON epidhi
because

icwc isos
maybe

Eov¥ or sosic: say €0V esi to friends, family and kids, and €0€ig esis to strangers, older people and at work: Tt KAVELG; ti kanis? to a

friend, Tt KAVETE; ti kanete? to a shopkeeper.

MNapakodm does a lot: it means please, and also you're welcome, here you are, and can | help you? in a shop. Euxaplotw

efharisto. NMOPOKOAW parakalo. Thank you. You're welcome.
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People and time AvOpwTroL KAl XPOVOG

4 - who and when

Family o @iAoc / n @iAn o filos /i fili TIOTE poté
, friend (@ man / a woman) never
N KNTEPA i mitera , ) , )
mother (casual: 1 powpd i mama) o GVGp(UT[OC o anthropos TO TIPWL to proi
person (ot &vBpwrtot i dnthropi, people) morning

0 TIATEPOG o patéras
father (casual: o pumoumag o babds)

0 AdEAPOG o adhelfés

(0] K(')OP.OC o kézmos

people, the crowd; also world

0 YElTOoVaG o yitonas

TO GT[(')VEUP.O( to apdyevma

afternoon

TO BPAdU to vradhi

brother
n CXSE)\(.pI”] i adhelfi neighbour evening
i adhelfi . :
sister O YLATPO( o yatros N VUXTQ i nihta
doctor (@ woman too: n ytatpog i yatros) night
O YL0(Q o yos ) €001 m
son Things L’] MEPT i méra
. - ay
2‘ K(thpn or TO KWVNTO to kinito N WP i ra
augnter , mobile phone hour; time
O YOVLOC o gonyos . , ,
lef . )
parent (ot yoveic i gonis, parents) ;g}Z\E(;[;)V;EJO( t? e[ta n EBSOpO(SO( i evdhomadha
, N o y ys plural) week
p QllKOYEVE.la | ikoyenia TO K)\€l6|,. to klidhi o) ur’]vaq o minas
rE;m\l/iO(yLé( o key month
I'yaya 1 . ;
grandma TO CXUTOKLVI’]TO to /aft'OklnltO (o) Xpovoc o hrénos
o T[GT[T[O()C - car (casual: To oudét to amaksi) year; also time
PP TO SWHATLO to dhomatio
grandpa room Days of the week
0 B¢ioc / n Belat o thios /i thia N TOPTA i porta AuTEPA dheftéra
uncle / aunt door Monday
TO pwpé to mord / .
baby When Tpttn triti
Tuesday
People ONMEPX simera TeTAPTN tetarti
o (’XVTpaC . today Wednesday
o andras . o
QVPLO avrio MéuTtT , .
man; husband MTTTN pempti
N VUV(X[KG e tomorrow Thursday
i yinéka .
i XeEC hthes MopaOKELN paraskevi
woman; wife yesterday Frida)F/) n
TOo TIAUSL to pedhi . . ,
child (to mou&ic ta pedhyd, children) :;V*:pa tora Z(XBBGTO savato
, L Saturday
:Ooy. Sﬁ)jﬁg; o aaen META meta Kuptakr kiriaki
. , later; after Sunday
TO KOPLTOL to koritsi : ,
girl; girlfriend g\gys-w panda
Numbers
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
MUn&év &val &vo Tpla TéooEpQ TIEVTE &L ETITA OKTW EVVEQ
midhén éna dhio tria tésera pénde éksi epta okto enéa
10 n 12 20 30 40 50 100 200 1,000
Sékal EVTeKa Swdeka elkoal TPLAVTA | OOPAVTA || TIEVAVTA eKaTo Slakoolx XA
dhéka éndeka dhodheka ikosi trianda saranda peninda ekatd dhiakosia hilia

Some numbers change: one, three and four follow the noun: évag OINOG énas filos, piat @IAN mia fili, éva TSI éna pedhi. In
everyday talk, seven, eight and nine are often EQTQ& efts, OXTW ohto, EVVIA enya.

Days count from Sunday: AeuTépal dheftéra means second, Tp{tn triti third, MEuTTN pémpti fifth. Days and months take a capital
letter. On Monday is Tn A€UTEPQ ti dheftéra.
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Food, places,

Food and drink

TO VEPO to nerd
water

0 KOUPEG o kafés
coffee

TO TOAL to tsai

tea

TO y("X}\('X to gala
milk

N pTtipat i bira
beer

TO KPOOt to krasi
wine

TO L|pr.[ to psomi
bread

TO TUPL to tiri
cheese

N QETA i féta

feta; also a slice

TO KPEQG to kréas
meat

TO KOTOTIOVAO to kotépoulo
chicken

TO YAPL to psari
fish

TO ('XUYé to avgd
egg

N OOAXTA i salata

salad

N €A i elya

olive

TO AQSL to ladhi
olive oil

TO 'ITpU)lVé to proin6
breakfast

TO PAYNTO to fayitd
food; a meal

(0] )\OV(XplGOp(’)C o logaryazmds
the bill

Places

TO OTI(TL to spiti

house, home (oTo omitt sto spiti, at home)

TO OXOAELO to sholio
school

verbs PaynTo, pépn, pHHATA

N SOVAELA i dhoulya
work, job

TO YPAPELO to grafio
office; also desk

n TO(BépV(X i tavérna
taverna, a Greek restaurant

TO VOOOKOWELO to nosokomio
hospital

I TOVOAETA i toualéta
toilet

TO }J.O(VCXC[ to magazi
shop

N TOAN i poli

town, city

o 6pc')poq o dhrémos

street, road

N BGAQOOoQ i thilasa

sea

N TIOPOALA i paralia
beach

N EAAG&S Qi Elédha
Greece

Verbs: the | form

glpat ime

lam

EXW ¢ého

| have

BEAW thélo

| want

TIAW pao

I go

épxopou érhome
| come

Tpd.)(.d tréo

| eat

VW pino

| drink

B}\énw vlépo

| see, | watch

KAVW kano

| do, | make
KOLUAPOL kimame
| sleep

MAGW mildo
| speak, | talk

K('XT(X)\GBO(i.VU) katalavéno
| understand

Eépw kséro

| know

MTIOPW bord

| can

pou ('Xpé.O'EL mou arési
| like (it means it pleases me)
O(Y(XT[C’X(.U agapéao

I love

MEVW méno

I'live, | stay

ayopé(Cw agorazo

| buy

SOVAEVW dhoulévo
| work

AKOVW akoto
| hear, | listen

Describing words

KOAOC / KOKOC kalds / kakos
good / bad

MEYAAOG / ULKPOG megalos / mikros

big / small; also old / young

CEOTC’)C / Kpl:)OC zestos / krios
hot / cold

KOWVOUPYLOG / TIAALOG kenodiryos /

palyos

new / old (things)
OKPLBOC / PTNVOG akrivés / ftinos
expensive / cheap

€UKOAOC / SVOKOAOC éfkolos /
dhiskolos

easy / hard

XOXPOUUEVOC / AUTINEVOG
haroiumenos / lipiménos

happy / sad

wpodoc oréos

nice, lovely; good-looking

VOOTLHOG néstimos

tasty

KOUPOOUEVOQ kourazménos
tired

Verbs are listed as I: Greek dictionaries do it too. BéAw thélo is | want; change the ending for the others, as on page 2.

Like works backwards: Mou ap€aelL 0 KAPEG mou arési o kafés, | like coffee, is really coffee pleases me.

Describing words follow the noun: KOAOCG QIAOC kalés filos, KOAR @IAN kali fili, KKAG TIOUSI kalé pedhi: the ending matches o, n or

TO.
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Show words NEEgLg aTto OELPEC

Reactions

EAal élal

come on! come here! (also hello? on the
phone)

QX! oh!

oh no! ouch!

Ap.é(V! aman!

oh, come on! for goodness' sake! (fed up)

Pe! rel

hey! (casual, adds feeling: éAa pe! éla re!)

Nat / ‘Oxtne / 6hi

yes / no (careful: vau ne means yes)

EVTé(EEl endaksi
OK, all right

MOAOALOTO malista

yes, certainly (polite); also | see

TUAEG ti les?

what are you saying? no way!

I'Ié(ps! pame!

let's go!

AvTe! ande!

come on! hurry up! (also go on, then)

ané(Bo! bravo!

well done!

Qpaial oréal

great! nice!

Kpipot krima

what a shame

ZIy& Oy A siga siga
slowly, little by little

Oge povu! theé mou!
my God!

BonBela! voithial
help!

The big scenes

2! O(VO(T[(b s' agapd

| love you

Mou A€LTTELS mou lipis

| miss you (it means you are missing from
me)

Acg e NOUXO é&se me isiho

leave me alone (@ woman says nouxn isthi)

6 - films and series

ﬂpé)OEXE! prosehe!

watch out!

ZTO(}J.C'XTO(! stamata!
stop it!

Mn @eVYELG! mi févyis!

don't go!
What to call people

PE PIAE re file

hey mate, dude (friends only)

ocyémr] MOV agapi mou

my love

pwpé MOV mord mou
baby (to a partner; it means my baby)

KUPLE / KVPLA kirie / kiria

sir / madam; Mr / Mrs before a name

TIAULOLA pedhya

guys (it means children: Moudia, éue!
pedhyd, pame!)

KOUVKAQ koukla

gorgeous (it means doll)

Now means yes: it sounds like no, but vau ne is yes and OxL 6hi is no. Greeks often say no with a small nod up and a click of the

tongue.

Pe is everywhere: it adds feeling: ‘EAat pe! éla rel, oh come on! Between friends it's warm. To a stranger it can sound rude, so say it

only with friends.

Swear words are strong: Greek has strong swear words, and you'll hear them a lot on screen, even between friends. They hit

harder than the subtitles show: recognise them, but don't say them. Qx! oh! and ©€€ pou! theé mou! are the mild ones you can say

in front of anyone.
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Practice ezaoxnon

7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the romanization and the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Greek out loud, then slide it down to check. Can

you read every line without peeking? You've got it.

Questions: keep the same word order, raise your voice at the end, and end with ; MIA&G atyyAIKE; milés anglika? Do you speak
English?

Saying no: put 8ev dhen before the verb: Agv Tiivw Ka@e dhen pino kafé. | don't drink coffee.

Read these sentences

1.

10.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Greek subtitles to see what it means.

[l oog, pe Aeve EAevn.

ya sas, me léne Eléni.
Hello, my name is Eleni.

.Mwg og Aévg;

pos se léne?
What's your name?

. MoV glval n TovoAéTa;

pou ine i toualéta?
Where is the toilet?

.Mooo kKAvel aVTO;

pdso kani afto?
How much is this?

.'Evav EAANVIKO KOPE, TIOPAKOAW.

énan eliniké kafé, parakalé.
A Greek coffee, please.

- M\Gw Alya EAANVIKA.

mildo liga elinika.
| speak a little Greek.

. ZNUEPA KAVEL TIOAAN (eoTn.

simera kani poli zésti.
It's very hot today.

. AUplo Taw otnv ABnva.

avrio pao stin Athina.
Tomorrow I'm going to Athens.

. AuTO gival TToAU vooTiuo!

aftoé ine poli néstimo!
This is really tasty!

EAa, Ttaue!
éla, pame!
Come on, let's go!
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