How German sounds Aussprache

1 - read it out loud

Good news: German is written the way it sounds. Learn these, and you can read any word aloud, even one you've never seen.
Stress usually falls on the first part of a word.

Letters Sounds like Example

a e in bed Kase cheese

0 like ur in British fur, lips rounded schon beautiful
U lips round for oo, but say ee funf fve

B a sharp ss heil hot

ei eye drei three

ie ee in see Bier beer

eu, au oy in boy heute tday
au ow in cow Haus house
sch sh Schule school
sp, st shp, sht at the start StraBe street
ch after a, o, u: a rough h, like loch acht cight

ch after other letters: a soft hiss, like huge ich i

-ig at the end: like ich Zwanzig twenty
W v in van Wasser water
v usually f Vater father

Z ts in cats zehn en
j y in yes jayes

S before a vowel: z in zoo sieben seven
b, d g atthe end: p, t, k Tag day

h after a vowel: silent, the vowel goes long Sohn son

r soft, at the back; at the end almost ah Bruder brother
qu kv Quatsch nonsense

~ ™~
der die das
masculine feminine and every plural neuter

der Vater, der Tag, der Kaffee

die Mutter, die Stadt, die Eltern

das Kind, das Haus, das Wasser

der, die or das: every noun has one, and it's often not what you'd guess. Learn the noun with its article as one word, then the
colours on the next pages do the remembering for you. Words ending in -ung, -heit, -keit and -schaft are always die.
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The fi rst 215 WOI‘dS Die ersten Worter 2 - say it today

How: learn five a day, then hunt for them in Kitsumi subtitles. Pink italics say how a word is used, not what it means.

Greetings and survival

Ich verstehe nicht es

| don't understand

it

Hallo . }
hello Ich weil} nicht wir
| don't know we
Guten Morgen . .
good morning Guten Appetlt ihr
enjoy your meal you all (casual)
Guten Tag :
hello (polite, daytime) Prost! mein
cheers! my
Guten Abend _
dein

good evening

Question words

your (casual)

Gute Nacht was
good n‘l.ght what Little words
g'sc(hus[s) wer und
ye casuz? who and
égjbvgl;%?tgrsehen WO aber
9 . Y p where but
Bis spater woher oder
see you later where from or
tIaaangske wohin nicht
K h where to not
Danke schén :
thank you very much thgr?n r|\<oe:12t a
Bitte warum auch
please, you're welcome why also
Entschuldigung wie sehr
excuse me, sorry how very
Es tut mir leid wie viel nur
I'm sorry how much only
Ja welcher noch
yes which still, yet
Nein
o Me and you schon
already
Doch ich hier
yes it is! (answering a no) I here
Alles klar du dort
all good, got it you (casual) there
Kein Problem Sie mit
no problem you (polite, always a capital S) with
Wie geht's? er ohne
how are you? (casual) he without
Mir geht's gut sie fur
I'm fine she, they for
Freut mich

nice to meet you

du or Sie: du is for friends, family, kids and anyone your age online. Sie is for strangers, shops and work. If you're not sure, use Sie
and wait to be offered du.
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People and time Menschen und Zeit

Family

die Mutter

mother

der Vater

father

die Mama

mom

der Papa

dad

der Bruder
brother

die Schwester

sister

der Sohn

son

die Tochter

daughter

die Oma

grandma

der Opa

grandpa

die Eltern

parents (plural)

die Familie

family
People
der Mensch

person, human

die Leute
people (plural)

Watch the capital: morgen is tomorrow, der Morgen is the morning. Every noun starts with a capital letter, so the capital tells you

which one it is.

Small means das: anything ending in -chen or -lein is das, even a girl: das Madchen. Days, months and seasons are all der.

der Mann

man, husband

die Frau

woman, wife, Mrs

das Kind

child

der Junge
boy

das Madchen

girl (yes, das)

der Freund
friend, boyfriend

die Freundin
friend (female), girlfriend

der Lehrer

teacher

When

heute
today

morgen

tomorrow

gestern
yesterday

jetzt

now

der Morgen

morning

der Mittag

midday
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3 - who and when

der Abend

evening

die Nacht

night

die Zeit

time

die Stunde

hour

die Woche

week

das Wochenende

weekend

das Jahr

year
Days of the week

der Montag

Monday

der Dienstag

Tuesday

der Mittwoch
Wednesday

der Donnerstag
Thursday

der Freitag

Friday

der Samstag
Saturday

der Sonntag
Sunday



Numbers and fOOd Zahlen und Essen

Numbers .
zZwolf
null e
0 .
zwanzig
. 20
eins
1 e
dreiBig
. 30
zweli
2
hundert
drei 100
3
tausend
vier 1,000
4 Food and drink
funf das Wasser
> water
sechs der Kaffee
6 coffee
sieben der Tee
7 tea
acht die Milch
8 milk
Qeun das Bier
beer
1zoehn der Wein
wine
ﬁlf das Brot
bread

4 - count it, eat it

das Brotchen

bread roll

der Kase

cheese

die Wurst

sausage

das Fleisch

meat

die Kartoffel

potato

der Apfel

apple

der Kuchen

cake

das Frihsttck

breakfast

das Essen

food, a meal

lecker
tasty

Ich habe Hunger

I'm hungry

Die Rechnung, bitte

the bill, please

Numbers read backwards: 21 is einundzwanzig, one-and-twenty. 35 is finfunddreiBig. Above 12 most are glued together: 13

dreizehn, 40 vierzig.

Ordering: say what you want + bitte: Ein Kaffee, bitte. In a café the waiter asks Sonst noch etwas? Anything else?
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Places, things, verbs orte, Dinge, Verben

5 - where, what, do it

Two forms: the dictionary form ends in -en. For |, swap the -en for -e: lernen, ich lerne. The odd ones (bin, mag, weiB, will, kann)

are worth learning by heart.

Places

das Haus

house

zu Hause

at home

die Schule

school

die Arbeit

work

das Biro

office

das Restaurant

restaurant

das Krankenhaus

hospital

die Toilette

toilet

der Bahnhof

train station

der Laden
shop

die Stadt

town, city

die Stral3e

street

Deutschland

Germany

Osterreich

Austria

die Schweiz

Switzerland
Things
das Buch

book

das Handy

mobile phone

das Geld

money

die Tasche
bag

der SchlUssel
key

das Auto

car

Verbs: dictionary / ich form

sein / bin
be

haben / habe

have

gehen / gehe
go

kommen / komme

come

essen / esse

eat

trinken / trinke
drink

sehen / sehe

see

machen / mache

do, make

schlafen / schlafe

sleep

sprechen / spreche
speak

lernen / lerne

learn
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mogen / mag
like

lieben / liebe

love

wissen / weil3

know (a fact)

kennen / kenne

know (a person, a place)

brauchen / brauche

need

wollen / will

want

kdnnen / kann

can
Describing words

gut / schlecht

good / bad

grof3 / klein

big / small

viel / wenig
alot / a little

heil / kalt

hot / cold

neu / alt

new / old

schnell / langsam

fast / slow

schon

beautiful, nice

mude
tired



Words every German show uses serienworter

Reactions

Echt?

really?

Krass!

wow, intense!

Genau

exactly

Na?

well? hey, what's up?

Ach so

oh, | see

Na und?

so what?

Quatsch

nonsense

Keine Ahnung

no idea

Los!

go! come on!

Komm schon

come on

Hilfe!

help!

Halt!

stop!

Ich liebe dich

| love you

Ich vermisse dich

| miss you

Lass mich in Ruhe

leave me alone

Rude: on screen only

Mist!

damn! (mild)

Verdammt!

damn it!

ScheiBe!

shit!

Halt die Klappe

shut up

Spinnst du?

are you crazy?

What to call people

Herr

Mr, before a family name

Frau

Mrs or Ms, before a family name

der Kumpel
buddy, mate

der Schatz

darling (a treasure)

Don't copy these: ScheiBe, Halt die Klappe and Spinnst du? are rude with anyone but close friends. Mist is the mild one you can

say almost anywhere.

Names: Herr and Frau go with the family name and Sie: Guten Tag, Frau Schmidt. With a first name, use du.
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Pra Ctice Ubung 7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the German out loud, then slide it down to check. Can you read every line
without peeking? You've got it.

The verb comes second: in a normal sentence the verb is always the second thing. Start with Heute or Morgen and the verb
jumps ahead of ich: Morgen sehe ich, never Morgen ich sehe. In a question it can come first: Gehen wir!

Articles shift: der becomes den when it's the thing acted on: Ich sehe den Mann. That's why mein Freund turns into meinen
Freund above. Don't worry about it yet; just notice it in subtitles.

Read these sentences

1. Hallo, ich heile Anna.

Hello, my name is Anna.

2. Wie heif3t du?

What's your name?

3. Wo ist die Toilette?

Where is the toilet?

4. Was kostet das?

How much is this?

5. Ein Wasser, bitte.

A water, please.

6. Ich mag Kaffee.

| like coffee.

7. Heute ist es sehr heil3.

It's very hot today.

8. Morgen sehe ich meinen Freund.

Tomorrow I'm seeing my friend.

9. Das ist echt lecker!

That's really tasty!

10. Gehen wir!

Let's go!
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