How Dutch sounds Uitspraak

1 - read it out loud

The trick: Dutch is mostly read as it's written. Some pairs of letters make one sound, and a double vowel is a long one. Learn
these, and you can read almost any word aloud.

Letters
g, ch
sch

ul

lj, el
oe

eu
ou, au
aa, a
ee

0]0)

r
-en

stress

Sounds like

a rasp at the back, like ch in Scottish loch; softer in the south and Flanders

s + ch, never sh

no English match: say ow with rounded lips, tongue forward

between ay in say and eye: two spellings, one sound
oo in food

like ur in British fur, lips rounded

ow in cow: two spellings, one sound

aa is long, as in father; a single a is the same sound, short
ay in day, without the y at the end

0 in go, without the w at the end

lips round for oo, but say ee

eein see

the tj sounds like ch in church

often close to f in the Netherlands, a clear v in Flanders

between v and w: the top teeth touch the lip lightly

y in yes

rolled, rasped at the back, or soft at the end: it depends on the region

at the end, usually just -e: the n drops

usually on the first syllable

Example

gOEd / acht good / eight

school school

huis house

wun / klein wine / small

boek book

Neus nose

oud / blauw oid / blue

maan / Man moon / man

twee two

boom tree

VUUFr fire

niet not

biertje a beer

vader father

water water

ja yes

rood red

eten to eat

zaterdag saturday

Long or short: two vowels are long: maan, moon. One vowel before two consonants is short: man. One vowel at the end of a
syllable is long again: ma-ken, to make. That's why the spelling doubles and undoubles: maan, manen; man, mannen.

7~

de

masculine and feminine together
de man, de vrouw, de koffie

N

het

neuter, and every -je word
het huis, het huisje, het kind

every plural, whatever it was
de huizen, de kinderen

de or het: about two out of three nouns are de, and it's often not what you'd guess. Small things ending in -je are always het: het
huisje, the little house. Learn every noun with its article as one word, and the colours on the next pages do the remembering for

you.
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The first 229 words pe cerste woorden

How: learn five a day, then hunt for them in Kitsumi subtitles. Pink italics say how a word is used, not what it means.

Greetings and survival

Hallo

hello

Hoi

hi (casual)

Goedemorgen
good morning

Goedenavond
good evening

Welterusten
sleep well, good night

Dag

hi, bye (used more in Flanders)

Tot ziens
goodbye, see you

Dank je

thanks (casual)

Dank u wel
thank you (polite)

Bedankt

thanks

Merci

thanks (common in Flanders)

Alsjeblieft

please, here you are (casual)

Alstublieft

please, here you are (polite)

Graag gedaan

you're welcome

Ja

yes

Nee
no

Hoe gaat het?

how are you?

Aangenaam

nice to meet you

Ik begrijp het niet

| don't understand

Ik weet het niet
| don't know

Eet smakelijk

enjoy your meal

Proost!

cheers!
Question words

wat
what
wie
who

waar
where

wanneer

when

waarom
why

hoe

how

hoeveel

how much, how many

welke
which

hoe laat

what time

wat voor
what kind of

Me and you
ik

|

jij/je
you (casual)
u

you (polite)
hij

he

zij / ze
she, they
het

it

wij / we
we

jullie

you all

mijn

my

jouw / je
your (casual)

uw
your (polite)

deze / dit

this (de word / het word)
Little words

en

and

maar
but

of
or
niet
not

geen

no, not a

ook
also, too

heel

very

alleen

only, alone

al
already

nog
still, yet
hier
here

daar
there

met
with
zonder

without

voor
for

omdat
because

2 - say it today

Short forms: jij, zij and wij have short forms: je, ze and we. In speech the short one is normal. The long one adds stress: Jij? You?
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People and time Mensen en tijd

Family

de moeder

mother

de vader
father

de mama

mom

de papa

dad

de broer
brother

de zus

sister

de zoon

son

de dochter

daughter

de oma

grandma

de opa

grandpa

de oom

uncle

de tante

aunt

de ouders
parents (plural)

het gezin
family (the people at home)

de familie

family (all the relatives)
People

de mens

person, human

de mensen
people (plural)

de man

man, husband

de vrouw

woman, wife

het kind

child

de kinderen
children (plural, so de)

het meisje
girl (het, because of the -je)

de vriend
friend, boyfriend

de vriendin

friend (@ woman), girlfriend

de buurman

neighbour (@ man)

de leraar

teacher (a man)

de collega

colleague
When

vandaag
today

morgen

tomorrow

gisteren
yesterday

nu

now

's ochtends

in the morning

3 - who and when

's avonds

in the evening

de ochtend

morning

de nacht

night

de middag

afternoon, midday
de tijd
time

het uur

hour

de week

week

het weekend

weekend

het jaar

year

Days of the week

maandag
Monday

dinsdag

Tuesday

woensdag
Wednesday

donderdag

Thursday

vrijdag

Friday

zaterdag
Saturday

zondag
Sunday

Watch the article: morgen is tomorrow, but de morgen is the morning. 's ochtends and 's avonds are old Dutch for of the
morning, of the evening: the 's is just an s.

Days are small: days and months have no capital letter: maandag, januari. On Monday is op maandag. Every day is a de word.
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Numbers and fOOd Getallen en eten

Numbers

nul
0

—_ (D\
D~
-]

twee
drie
vier
vijf

5

zes
zeven
acht
negen
tien

10

elf

11

twaalf
12

twintig
20

eenentwintig
21

dertig
30

veertig

40 (vee, not vier)

honderd

100

duizend
1,000

Food and drink

het water

water

de koffie

coffee

de thee

tea

de melk

milk

het bier
beer
de wijn

het brood

bread

4 - count it, eat it

het broodje

bread roll, sandwich

de kaas

cheese

het vlees

meat

de kip

chicken

de vis
fish

de appel

apple

de suiker

sugar

het ontbijt

breakfast

de lunch

lunch

het avondeten

dinner

de friet

fries (patat in the north, frieten in Flanders)

de hagelslag

chocolate sprinkles, on bread

Ik heb honger

I'm hungry

De rekening, alstublieft
the bill, please

Numbers bacl to front: 21 is eenentwintig, one-and-twenty. 35 is vijfendertig. Above 12 most are glued together: 13 dertien, 40

veertig.

een or één: een, said like un, means a: een koffie. With the marks, één is the number one. To order, add alstublieft: Een koffie,

alstublieft.
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Places, things, verbs piaatsen en dingen

5 - where, what, do it

Two forms: the dictionary form ends in -en. For ik, drop the -en: drinken, ik drink. Keep the sound: a long vowel doubles (slapen, ik
slaap) and a double letter goes single (hebben, ik heb). The odd ones (ben, kan, wil) are worth learning by heart.

Places

het huis

house

thuis

at home

de school

school

het werk

work, job

het kantoor

office

het restaurant

restaurant

het ziekenhuis
hospital

de wc

toilet (say wee-see)

het station

train station

de winkel
shop

de stad

town, city

de straat

street

Nederland

the Netherlands

Belgié

Belgium
Things

de telefoon

phone

het boek

book

het geld

money

de sleutel
key

de auto

car

de fiets

bike

de tas
bag

Verbs: dictionary / ik form

zijn / ben
be

hebben / heb

have

gaan / ga
go

komen / kom

come

eten / eet

eat

drinken / drink

drink

zien / zie
kijken / kijk
look, watch

doen / doe
do

slapen / slaap

sleep

spreken / spreek
speak

leren / leer

learn, teach

houden van / hou van

love (a person, a thing)

vinden / vind
find, think (an opinion)

weten / weet

know (a fact)

kennen / ken

know (a person, a place)

willen / wil

want

kunnen / kan

can

moeten / moet

must, have to
Describing words

goed / slecht

good / bad

groot / klein
big / small

warm / koud
hot / cold

nieuw / oud

new / old

snel / langzaam

fast / slow

mooi / lelijk
pretty / ugly

makkelijk / moeilijk

easy / hard

moe
tired

Describing words take -e: before a noun, add -e: de grote stad, de mooie fiets. Only with een and a het word do they stay bare:

een groot huis.
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Words every Dutch show uses woorden uit series

Reactions

Echt?

really?

Gezellig!

cosy, fun, good company (no one English

word)

Lekker!

tasty; also nice, great (lekker weer, lovely

weather)

Jammer
what a pity

Kom op!

come on!

Doei!
bye! (casual, mostly the Netherlands)

He?

huh? what?

Nou...

well...

Toch?

right? isn't it?

Klopt

that's right

Precies

exactly

Geen idee

no idea

Wat leuk!

how nice!

Natuurlijk

of course

Schiet op!

hurry up!

The big scenes

Ik hou van je

| love you

Ik mis je

| miss you

Laat me met rust

leave me alone

Help!

help!

Pas op!

watch out!

Hou op!
stop it!

What to call people

schat

darling (it means treasure)

lieverd

sweetheart, love

jongen

boy; to a friend: man, dude

gast

dude (slang, it means guest)

meneer / mevrouw

sir / madam; Mr / Mrs before a name

u or jij: jij is for friends, family, kids and most people your age, and Dutch people switch to it fast. Say u to older strangers and in
formal letters. In Flanders u is used more, and in casual speech you'll hear ge or gij for you.

Swear words are strong: many Dutch swear words are built on diseases, and they hit much harder than English ones. You'll hear
them on screen: recognise them, but don't say them. Verdorie, darn, is the mild one you can say in front of anyone.
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Practice oefenen

7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Dutch out loud, then slide it down to check. Can you read every line

without peeking? You've got it.

The verb comes second: in a normal sentence the verb is the second thing. Start with Morgen or Vandaag and the verb jumps
ahead of ik: Morgen ga ik, never Morgen ik ga.

Questions: for a yes or no question, put the verb first: Spreek je Engels? Do you speak English? With jij or je after it, the verb loses
its -t: jij spreekt, but spreek jij?

Read these sentences

1.

10.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Dutch subtitles to see what it means.

Hoi, ik heet Sanne.

Hi, my name is Sanne.

.Hoe heet je?

What's your name?

.Waar is de wc?

Where is the toilet?

. Hoeveel kost dit?

How much is this?

.Mag ik een biertje?

Can | have a beer?

.1k hou van kaas.

| love cheese.

. Het is vandaag heel koud.

It's very cold today.

.Morgen ga ik met mijn vriend fietsen.

Tomorrow I'm going cycling with my friend.

.Dat is echt lekker!

That's really tasty!

Kom, we gaan!

Come on, let's go!
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