How a word works ;u=mii= e this fire

Characters build words

One character is one syllable. Most words are one or two characters, and the parts often explain the word. Learn the parts, and
new words start to make sense on their own.

hE EE A KEE Fl

Zhénggué diannao huoché shouji
China computer train mobile phone
& middle + E country B8 electric + X brain K fire + ZE vehicle = hand + #/l, machine

Pinyin is the reading line

Under every word on these pages is its pinyin: how to say it in Latin letters. The mark is the tone. No mark means a light, short
tone. Here each character keeps its own tone. —, 4~ and two 3rd tones in a row change when you speak, and the free pinyin chart

shows how.

No spaces: Chinese writes words without gaps, so a subtitle line looks like one long string. In Kitsumi, hover a word in Chinese
subtitles to see what it means.

Measure words: number + measure word + thing

—A e =R

yi gé rén liang bén sha san béi cha
one person two books three cups of tea
“ the all-purpose one ZN books & cups and glasses
PO hiokEE —{HARAR
si zh1 mao wii zhang piao yi jian yifu
four cats five tickets a piece of clothing
X most animals 5K flat things {4 clothes, matters

Not sure which one? 4~ gé works for most things, and people will understand you. i1X this and 3P that take one too: X724, this
book.

No plurals, no verb endings
iz iz Az —A&T =4

wo chi ta chi woémen chi y1 bén shi san bén shi
| eat he eats we eat one book three books

Words never change. Time words tell you when: EBAXAZ, I'll eat tomorrow. Word order is like English, FZ4R, | love you, but
time and place come before the verb.

Three little words

7 le I]E_,] ma EI‘J de

after a verb: it's done. at the end: a yes or no question. like 's or of: it links.

i%ﬂ’z',?o W0 chi le. | ate. 171'(!2?[157 Ni hao ma? How are you? ?‘ZH(J:F.'} wo de shii my book
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The first 227 words =mi3

How: learn five a day, then look for them in Chinese subtitles. Pink italics say how a word is used, not what it means.

Greetings and survival

{IRUF o hio

hello

/7
1@3& nin hdo
hello (polite)

EJ:&_?F zaoshang hao

good morning

H%§ wan'an

good night

B iin

goodbye

FEFE vaivai

bye-bye (casual)

iﬁ‘ﬁﬁif xiéxie

thank you

REE vieqi

you're welcome

XT_I-Z:E duibuqi

I'm sorry

;ﬁ?&g méi guanxi

it's OK, no problem

Kt?%zu% bu haoyisi

sorry, excuse me (a bit embarrassed)

=
18 qing

please

181A) gingwen

excuse me, may | ask

2/ i de
yes, that's right

X dui

right, correct

t;ﬁ’}] hao de

OK, sure

AR bishi

no, itisn't

{th, ith and 5 all say ta: he, she and it sound the same. Only the writing tells them apart.

and strangers.

M ~O4A/EE N\
INRIFREX
renshi ni hén gaoxing

nice to meet you

ﬂk@ huanying

welcome

?\ZZ:'I% wo bu déng

| don't understand

FAEDE s b zhido

| don't know

:F*a; ganbeéi

cheers!

QEE’I;&/L]:\ shéngri kuaile

happy birthday

ﬂ?rﬂzzm haojiti bu jian

long time no see

Question words

1"’2; shénme

what

i& shéi

who

uﬂB)L nar

where

{+/A\ET_MI§ shénme shihou

when

79'H'/A weishénme

why
ch,\/L\ zénme

how

%&\ duoshao

how many, how much

JUii

how many (small numbers)

I],ﬂB na

which

fQE,\/Zxdz::ﬁ zénmeyang

how is it? how about?

Pointing words

ﬁ zhe

this

HB na

that

ﬁ) l_; zher

here

%B)L nar

there

Me and you

7
1@3 nin

you (polite)

fth <

he, him

4t s

she, her

—
B ta

?\Zﬁ] women

we, us

{417 nimen

you (more than one)

] tamen

they, them

%?'— mingzi

name

AY jizo

to be called

2 - say it today

& nin is the polite you, for older people
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People and time Asnmig

Family

4548 mama

mum

AL >N
BE vava
dad

=lal
|aJ/J gege
older brother

YRYH jizjie

older sister

SB5R didi

younger brother

;EHEE meimei

younger sister
252

TI T3 yeye

grandpa (dad's dad)

!Z}:’Jﬁﬁ nainai

grandma (dad's mum)

JLF éri
ﬁ)b nii'ér

daughter

12 hiizi

child

—
2K jia

home, family

B2 1sogong

husband (casual)

%% laopo

wife (casual)

People

A rén

person

HHE péngyou

friend

%A nanrén

man

ﬁA niirén

woman

SRR nanpéngyou
boyfriend

ﬁﬂﬂﬁ niipéngyou

girlfriend

%Ufﬁ laoshi

teacher

?QE xuésheng

student

==
H% tongxué

classmate

EEE yishéng

doctor

%*}i laoban

boss

%EE xiansheng

Mr, sir; husband

/ _]\ﬁﬂ xidojié

Miss, young lady

I:Fl A Zhongguorén

Chinese person

When

/ﬁ\;& jintian
today

EE;E mingtian

tomorrow

H’E;E zuotian

yesterday

ITE siznzai

now

EJ: zaoshang

morning

3 - who and when

I:I:ltF zhongwti
noon

T iawi

afternoon

H%J: wanshang

evening, night

9& tian
day; sky

EE nian

year

H yue

month; moon

,':I—‘__l dian
o'clock

ﬁ%EP fenzhong

minute

B8] <hijian

time

JEI;E zhoumo

weekend

Days of the week

EEE,HE_ Xingqiyl
Monday

EIEE,H : xingqi'‘er
Tuesday

QEE,H —— Xingqisan
Wednesday

E,HEP_TI xingqisi

Thursday

’E-EHHE Xingqiwu

Friday

’E-EHH/\_\ xingqiliu

Saturday

QEE,H,H% xingqitian

Sunday

Older or younger: there's no one word for brother or sister. 85} is an older brother, 5358 a younger one. Grandparents change
too: 3535 and #34)3 are on your dad's side.

Days are numbers: 2Hf means week, so Monday is week one, 28—, up to £Hf7<. Sunday is £2H8K. Months work the same
way: —H January, +—H December.
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Numbers and food #=fay

Numbers

S5
<2 ling

W liang

2 (before a measure word)

:F qian

1,000

Jl wan

10,000

Money

R qian

money

IR i

yuan (spoken)

X5 i

chicken

Eyﬂ

fish

XEER jidan
€gg

7_}(% shuiguo

fruit

-
S8R pinggus

apple

4 - count it, eat it

— 7T yuan
3 .
yuan (written) 7J< shui
7q - . water
Y si %779\%}2, dudshao qian
4 . ——-
how much is it? ./% cha
E . ) tea
wu Food and drink
5
i - OANME icasei
- WX fan coffee
/\ liu meal; cooked rice
6
e BE9TY nianai
L mifan milk
—t; qi cooked rice
7 ~
NELEY pijici
TEISE miantido bi;@ o
}\ ba noodles
8
h,—k? L y?ulz_, haochi
. 5% Jlaozi tasty (food)
j-l_, Jiu dumplings
9
BF oo U8 hione
_|_ . baozi tasty (drinks)
shi steamed bun
10 ~
= T e
B cal hungry
E bai dish; vegetable
100 S
A 7
AN rou thirsty
meat
— or #: both mean two. Count with —, and use it inside bigger numbers: +—, —+. Before a measure word, say &: BN A, two

people. B, two o'clock.

Build the rest: 11 is +—, 20 is —+, 25 is —_+1, 300 is =F. Big numbers go in ten thousands, so 50,000 is 53, five ten

thousands.
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Places, things, verbs 5. x@E. @

5 - where, what, do it

Verbs never change: 25 is go, goes, went and will go. Say not with A~ &2, not going. For the past, use j&: i&Z, didn't go. §

always takes ;&: ;&48.

Places

EF' Zhoénggué

China

1652 Bsijing

Beijing
Pt Ve .
?—& Xuéxiao

school

2B gongs

company, office

,IZ&’IZE fanguan

restaurant

ﬁ}?j_ shangdian

shop

EFE chaoshi

supermarket

BB yiyuan
hospital

JN_UFE' césud

toilet

EFIE) wishoujian

restroom (more polite)

W37 jiching

airport

HBEK aiie

metro, subway
Things

QEH-L shouji

mobile phone

EE,E_‘M_ diannao

computer

:F_l‘, sha

book

F\ﬁ dongxi

thing, stuff

bl yifu

clothes

E che

car, vehicle

==
< piao
ticket

zﬁ mao
cat

3'@ géu

dog
Verbs

= R
A& shi
to be (am, is, are)
ﬁ you
to have; there is

~

JL P
28 meiysu
not have; there isn't
f qu
to go

< lai
to come

IJZ chi

to eat

& he

to drink

E on

to look, watch, read

I]Fr ting

to listen

1\5?, shuo

to speak, say

ﬁ& Zuo

to do, make

SE mai

to buy

% yao

to want; will

ZkE\ xiang
to want to; think; miss
==gf7 .
=YK xihuan
to like
==
Az ai
to love

Y
EHE zhidao
to know (a fact)
N N
'LA'LR rénshi

to know (a person)

= .
%2 Xuéxi
to study

I{"E gongzuo

to work; a job
EEEI_, shuijiao
to sleep

% déng
to wait

Pas N
== hui
can (a learned skill); will

Describing words

K/ N gz xizo

big / small
%77 / &\ du6 / shao

many / few

W / IR hso / husi
good / bad

/15 e/ 1eng

hot / cold

=/ EE oui/pianyi
expensive / cheap

TR /12 kwsi/ man

fast / slow

#1 /|18 sin /i

new / old (things)

EE ..,
17U piaoliang
pretty

4

1R hen

very (often just links)

K tai

too, so

No 2 before a describing word: FARIT wo hén mang is I'm busy. 1R is there to link, so it hardly means very at all.
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Words you hear in shows gizgig

Reactions

}JDIE jiayou

come on! you've got this! (literally: add oil)

!l_7rI]F_], hao ba

fine, OK then

EE"JU% zhén de ma

really?

EZT zénme le

what's wrong? what happened?

A% PR
/2$ méi shi

it's nothing, I'm fine

%I]EB tian na

oh my god!

?‘ZEI’\J?E wo de tian

oh my god! (literally: my heavens)

IE s

wow!

L:EI]EI, zou ba

let's go

%_—F déng yixia

wait a moment

%T suan le

forget it, never mind

AL b hui ba

no way!

I]i I]H: aiya

oh no! ugh!

%ﬂﬁﬁj shi a
yeah, right

JBZE iihai

amazing, so good

H&IL\ fangxin

don't worry

6 - then practise

/J \’l:,\ xidoxin

careful!
’&,ﬁ kuai didn
hurry up

S AN
jzﬁﬂlj jiuming
help!

SESZ (4

FZAIR wo sini
| love you

Rude: on screen only

Vaxas
ZRER bendan
idiot, dummy

If]ﬂ% bi zui

shut up

'I.T_”j_t taoyan

so annoying (often playful)

The light endings: I ba, T le, I3 ma and If] a have no tone of their own. They add the mood: I suggests, T says something
changed, I adds feeling. The word in front keeps its tone, even shouted: ITiA is still jia, high and flat, then you, rising.

Practice: read it before you peek

How: cover the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the characters out loud, then slide it down to check. f£ means at or in, 2

also, &P all, and 7~ is not.

1 ARIMH2RF?

Ni jiao shénme mingzi?
What's your name?

2. FREZH,

W6 shi xuésheng.
I'm a student.

3. MURRAEMRIL?

Cesuo zai nar?
Where is the toilet?

| Wi N \ >

4. XN DER?
Zhege dudshao qgian?
How much is this?

5. FeE—AIIMHE,

W6 yao yi béi kafai.
I'd like a coffee.

N —— ’—’ h-\-
6. RENIZIRF.
W6 xihuan chi jidozi.
| like eating dumplings.

7. SRARAT !

Jintian tai re le!

It's so hot today!

8. BRI AR,

Mingtian wo qu Béijing.
Tomorrow I'm going to Beijing.

9. {RIZIR T 157?

Ni chi fan le ma?

Have you eaten? (a friendly hello)

10. Feadi—/RJ L3,

W6 hui shué yidianr Zhéngwén.
| can speak a little Chinese.
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