The alpha bet UjpnLptl

1 - 38 letters, read it out loud

The trick: Armenian has its own alphabet, made in the year 405, and each letter keeps one sound. It has capitals, used much like

English ones. This sheet teaches Eastern Armenian, as spoken in Armenia. Western Armenian, spoken in many communities around

the world, uses the same letters, but some sounds differ. Under each word: an apostrophe marks a puff of air (p' t' k' ts' ch’), 8 is

the uh in about, kh is the throaty fu, gh is n, zh is the s in pleasure and rr is the rolled n.

Vowels Like English
Letter Name

1 U w ayb
2 Pp ben
3 Q o] gim
4 ! n da
5 Gt yech
6 2 q za
7 EE e
8 Cnp at
9 Cac t'o
10 dgd zhe
11 h h ini
12 L lyun
13 khe
14 00 tsa
15 V] u ken
16 2 h ho
17 Qa4 dza
18 An ghat
19 nb che
20 uUud men
21 3 hi
22 b U nu
23 Co sha
24 Nn vo
25 2% ch'a
26 m W pe
27 Ry je
28 MNn rra
29 Uu se
30 V] q_ vev
31 S tyun
32 MNn re
33 Sg ts'o
34 NL vyun
35 @ p'yur
36 Lp k'e
37 O (o) o)
38 ) fe
+ W yev

Sounds in threes
Five sounds come in sets of three. The first has a buzz, like English b. The middle one is plain: no buzz and no puff, like the p in spin.

Plain, no puff With a puff In the throat

Sounds like

a in father

b in book

gingo

din day

ye in yes at the start of a word, e in bed inside
Zin zoo

e in bed

the short uh in about

tin top, with a puff of air

s in pleasure

ee in see, short

l'in lamp

ch in the Scottish loch

ts with no puff

k with no puff, like the k in skip
hin hat

ds in kids

a soft gargle, like the French r

ch with no puff

m in mum

y in yes

nin no

sh in shop

vo at the start of a word, o in more inside
ch in chat, with a puff

p with no puff, like the p in spin
jinjam

arolled r, a few quick taps
sinsun

vinvan

t with no puff, like the t in stop

r with one quick tap

ts in cats, with a puff

lives in nL u, which says oo in food
p in pot, with a puff

k in kite, with a puff

o in more

fin fun

yev at the start, ev inside; as a capital: Gy Yev

Example

wple arev sun

pwn barr word

ahpp girk' book

nnLn durr door

tipg yerg song

quwilig zang bell; also a phone call
Ep ej page

puybip enker friend

by t'ey tea

dwd zham hour; also o'clock
hUpUwyshn ink'nat'irr plane
LnLupl lusin moon

fuidann khndzor apple
dwin tsarr tree

Juwnnt katu cat

hwg hats' bread

anLy dzuk fish

nbl ghek steering wheel
6w chash lunch, a meal
dwiyn mayr mother

JNpe yot' seven

unLn nurr pomegranate
2nLU shun dog

nuyh voski gold

sNNU ch'ors four

wwlhp panir cheese

9NLN jur water

nwnhn rradio radio

ubip ser love

Jwpn vard rose

wnLU tun house, home
nnwb rope minute

gnLpw ts'urt cold (the weather)
nLpwipu urakh happy

thnn p'ogh money
pwnup k'aghak’ city

on or day

dhyd film film

L yev and

The last has a puff of air, like the p in pot. Hold a hand in front of your mouth to feel it: pwp k'ar is stone, Ywp kar means there was.

Po uwp the

Throat and r

n gh is a soft gargle, like the French r: pwnuwp k'aghak'. fu kh is
the ch in loch: punpnywd khorovats. p r is one quick tap, n rr a

proper roll: Lpkp yerek, three; nnLn durr, door.

Nd wmt p¢

q.g-L|k-Qk' bdz-b’t&gts' 2j-6ch-2ch'

Stress and a hidden uh

Stress usually falls on the last syllable: CunphwlwnLejnLlu
Shnorhakalut'yun. A final p takes none: tnnLup tuns is stressed on
tu. Some words slip in an unwritten a: qUw| gnal, to go, sounds
like gonal.
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HOW Words Work anwl]whanjnLll 2 - one page of grammar

No he or she: Armenian has no gender at all. Uw na means he and she, so sometimes only the scene tells you who. Words don't

change for male or female either.

Who: six little words

Gu nnL Lw Jtlup nnLp Upwlp
yes du na menk' duk’ nrank'
| you (casual) he, she we you (polite, or all of they

you)

The helper: to be

Gu GJ nnL Gu Lw E

yes yem du yes nae

| am you are (casual) he, she is
JGup Gup nnLp Gp Lpwlp GU
menk' yenk' duk' yek' nrank' yen

we are you are (polite, or all of you) they are

The helper comes after: Gu nLuwlnn GU: Yes usanogh yem. I'm a student. Yes, Giu yes is both | and you are, and you'll tell them
apart in a day. The helper also builds the present tense: fununtU GU khosum yem, | speak (page 5).

The is an ending, a is a word

nntup Yuwunntu Jh inncu
tuna katun mi tun
the house: after a consonant, add p the cat: after a vowel, add U n a house: Uh mi goes in front

More than one: -tp or -ubp

UUJD'JI’\ tsarrer YuinniuGip katuner
trees: one-syllable words take -tip -er, like dwn tsarr cats: longer words take -Utip -ner, like Juwnnt katu

Marks that sit on the word: the question mark ” 7 sits over the stressed vowel of the word you ask about: huswt"u tu:
Inch'pes yes? How are you? The wow mark “ ! does the same for feeling: hUs qbintigh{ E: inch’ geghets'ik e! How beautiful! ' marks a
call or a command: Uph’ Arit Come here! And the full stop is : ., which looks like a colon: Uw wntl E: sa tun e. This is a house.

You: nnL or WnLp

hUswb"u Gu: inch'pes yes? hUswt"u Gip: inch'pes yek'?
nnt du: friends, family, kids, anyone your age AnLp Duk': strangers, older people, at work, and more than one person.
When it is polite, it is written with a capital.

The helper moves: it likes to sit right after the most important word. fudntu GU: Khmum yem. I'm drinking. But Uncpé GJ pudncd:
Surch yem khmum. I'm drinking coffee. Don't learn a rule for it yet: listen, and you'll hear it in every sentence.
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The first 243 words Unwghl pwntpp

How: learn five a day, then listen for them in Armenian films and series. (Notes in brackets) say how a word is used.

Greetings and survival

pl.Upl.L Barev

hello

Fw pLL qu Barev Dzez

hello (polite: it means hello to you)

Fwph |NYyu Bari luys
good morning (it means good light)

pwnh bnblm Bari yereko

good evening

Pwnh q.hebn Bari gisher
good night

8mbunL|aJnLU Ts'tesut'yun

goodbye

Zwonn Hajogh

bye (casual: it wishes you luck)
CunphwuwncpynLl shnorhakalutyun
thank you

Uhnuh Mersi

thanks (casual, and very common)

I'U]Jr].r\blj Khndrem

please; also you're welcome

bbnnanrc}JnLU Neroghut'yun

SOrry; excuse me

hUZU.{an Gu Inch'pes yes?

how are you? (casual)

h.LIELM G°u l]p Inch'pes yek'?
how are you? (polite, or to a group)
qu Gd Lav yem

I'm fine

UUnLUr]. h”l,lz E Anundinch' e?

what's your name? (casual)

hd l.UlJnLlJr_] . Eimanuns e

my hame is ...

Cwwn hwbbih E shat hacheli e

nice to meet you

QhLUUl.]lUgLU Ch'haskats'a
| didn't catch that

Qqhmbd Ch'gitem

| don't know

Fwph qunLuwn Bari galust

welcome

Un Ao

hello? (on the phone)

Cwnh whmndwu Bari akhorzhak

enjoy your meal

Question words
hUZ inch'

what

nL{ ov

who

npwnbin vortegh

where

nnmbqhg vorteghits'

where from

bnr_\ yerb

when

hUan inch'u

why

hUZU.{bU inch'pes
how

hUZQUJU inch'k'an
how much, how many

nn vor
which; also that

hUZQl.UﬂU l.Uﬂd'b Inch'k'an arzhe?

how much is it?

hnl.lz E UW Inch' e sa?

what is this?
Me and you

Gu yes
I; also you are (see page 2)

NNL du
you (casual)

Uwi na
he, she

l.“._ll.lp menk'

NNLP duk’

you (all of you; mnip Duk' when polite)
LIr]LUUjf_) nrank'
they

Ul sa

this

Nnw da

that

hl.I im

my

pn ko

your (casual)

Qbr\ Dzer

your (polite)

UDLU nra

his, her
Little words

v / nL yev/u
and (nt u is the everyday one)

PWjg bayts'
but

de kam
or

2WN shat

very; a lot

Uh phs mikich
a little
L[hUJJU miayn

only

UJr]r].bU arden

already

u nnhg norits'
again

wjun bl’]_ aystegh
here

UJJIJU\ bq ayntegh

there

nnn L{h Bl vorovhetev

because

gnLgb gutse

maybe

Gu |:|_ yes el

me too
Things

htnw [u NU herrakhos

phone

3 - say it today

hwdwlwpghy hamakargich

computer

Upnq p'ogh

money

L[bQ GUW mekena

car
pwbwlh banali
key

nnLn durr

door

wuwwunnthwl patuhan
window
u UUJ lUL{ senyak

room

Thank you, three ways: CunphwluwinLpjnLU Shnorhakalut'yun is the full word, and you can always use it. Day to day, most people

say Utipuh Mersi or Sunphwluwi| GU shnorhakal yem, I'm thankful. The answer to all three is luunptu Khndrem.
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People and time uwpnhy L dwdwliwy

4 - who and when

Careful with grandpa: at home, mum and dad are UwdJw mama and ywuwjw papa. But add two letters and wywuhy papik is

grandpa. Grandma is tnwwnhl tatik.

Family People dhawn misht
d d always
Wwjn mayr wnn mard .
mother person bﬂpbg yerbek
Jud d h[l never
wuwl mama wnn mardik
mum people UJDWLI_I’]U’\ arravot
h qu,lr]r]_ ) . morning
WJN hayr unnw tghamar }
father man gbnbu ts'erek
daytime
WWWW papa unnWw tgha
dad boy; also son bnbL‘In yereko
evening
bUnrlUbn tsnoghner u,ll‘]_ghu aghjik h 5N aicher
parents girl; also daughter CI- 2ung
b UL{[][‘] . night
NRWJN yeghbayr n anker
brother friend dwid zham
h U_ U hour; also o'clock
ngn k wl wu h
Q I kuye . n arevan U,Il,[hu amis
sister neighbour
hu thLr] ) month
i tatik yur )
grandma guest mwnh tari
year
wwwhy papik pdh2l bzhishk
grandpa doctor Days of the week
GpGhuw yerekha nLunLghy usuts'ich’ _
hild reacher GpynLowpph yerkushabt'i
h U Monday
n vordi nLuwunn usanogh . .
sorr?r} student n bnhggwp[ah yerek'shabt'i
d hU Tuesday
wunLu amusin .
husband When gnnbpgwprc)h ch'orek'shabt'i
l_”’ﬂ_j Wednesday
kin wjuopn aysor ) B}
wife; also woman today hhhq.el.UpIah hingshabt'i
b h L{ Thursday
pann kerri wnn vaghs )
uncle (mum's brother) tomorrow n'—f‘ PWI[ urbat
J 5 bu Friday
NNWPNLJN morak'uyr n yerek .
aunt (mum's sister) yesterday gwpw[a shabat
U Uh hhl,f Saturday; also week
putnwiupp entanik’ W hima o
family now Llhnwuh irakd
Sunday
hGun heto
later, then
Numbers
1 2 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Jey Gpynt snnu hhua Jtg ne nwe hup nwup
mek yerku ch'ors hing vets' yot' ut' ina tasa
" 12 20 30 40 50 60 70 100 1,000
nwuldby nwulbpyne puwl GpGuncu pwnwuntl hhuntu Jwpuntl JnpwlwunLlu hwnyntp hwquin
tasnmek tasnerku k'san yeresun k'arrasun hisun vat'sun yot'anasun haryur hazar

Counting: tens and ones join into one word: puwlUhhlgq k'sanhing, twenty-five, is puwl k'san and hhug hing. From 11 to 19, ten

becomes tnwul tasn: nwuluty tasnmek, 11; mnwulhhlUg tasnhing, 15.

Days count up: Monday to Thursday carry a number: GpynLowpeh yerkushabt'i has two in it, ipipewpeh yerek'shabt'i three, and
so on to hhugawpeh hingshabt, five. Friday, Saturday and Sunday have their own names, and 2upwije shabat' also means week.
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Food, places, verbs nunkihp L uyptn

Food and drink
NLN jur

water

unLpé surch
coffee

[3[3_] t'ey

tea

Ywp kat

milk
q.hUh gini
bqtunbgnLn garejur

hng hats'
bread

LHUJUhr] panir

cheese
dhu mis
meat

anLy dzuk
fish

dhrlq. mirg

fruit

bhr\LUU tsiran

apricot

LUJLI_UJZ lavash

lavash, thin bread baked in a clay oven

|’U nn nl.l_l.Ub' khorovats

khorovats, meat grilled on skewers

nndw dolma

dolma, meat and rice wrapped in vine leaves

JwonLl matsun
matsun, thick sour yogurt

bwpuwtuw nakhachash
breakfast

6LU2 chash
lunch, a meal

DU [eN hp ant'rik'

dinner

Unl.l_u.lb GU sovats yem

I'm hungry

Z.U,IZhL{D, hJUr}nbd Hashiva, khndrem
the bill, please

Places

innLU tun

house, home

l.nl.UU[’_] tana

at home

w2huwinwlp ashkhatank’
work, job

nwnng dprots’

school

nbuwnn ['lu.IU rrestoran
restaurant

unﬁwnwh srcharan
café

fuwlnp khanut

shop
onLlw shuka

market

h h L{UJ]J r}wU NQg hivandanots'

hospital
louuJ nLUU kayaran
station

puwnwp kaghak'
city, town

QnLn gyuah

village

lh NNNQg p'oghots'

street

gnrgupwl zugaran
toilet

Lh6 tich

lake

Uwn sar

mountain

bl.{bl’]_bg h yekeghets'i

church

Z.LUJLUULDLUU Hayastan

Armenia

br] Lwil verevan

Yerevan

h wj bn v1l] hayeren

Armenian, the language
Verbs

thb[ linel

to be (I am: GU yem)

nLuGUwi unenal

to have (I have: ntubd unem)

nLqbi| uzel

to want

uhpb sirel

to love; also to like a lot

hl.Ul.l_lUl,IbL havanel

to like
hwuuwlw| haskanal

to understand

5 - eat, go, do it

funubi| khosel

to speak

unynpb sovorel

to learn, to study

w2huwinb| ashkhatel
to work

UJU.”'][JL aprel

to live

nLnby utel
to eat

fudb| khmel

to drink

quwy gnal

to go
qul| gal
to come (I'm coming: quithu galis GU yem)

inbul b|_ tesnel

to see
Ul.UJbL nayel
to look, to watch

ULL|UJU|J|_ spasel

to wait

Jwpnuwy kardal

to read

q.['\h[ grel

to write

thl k'nel

to sleep

Describing words

Jto / Lhngn mets / p'ok'r
big / small

nwp / uwnp tak' /sarre
warm, hot / cold

Unn / hhl,l nor / hin

new / old

[3LUUL| / Edwl t'ank / ezhan

expensive / cheap

|_l.Ul.l_ / LI_LUU'\ lav / vat
good / bad

qbqbghq geghets'ik

beautiful

uhpntl sirun

pretty, lovely

hUJLJhL{ hamov

tasty, delicious

hGwnwppphp hetak'ricir

interesting

hanuJb hognats

tired

Say | do it: most verbs end in -b| -el or -w| -al. Swap that for -nLd -um and add the helper: junubi| khosel becomes fununtd GJ

khosum yem, | speak, I'm speaking; Junnuwy kardal becomes Yupnntd GU kardum yem, I'm reading. For not, put s- ch- on the helper

and say it first: s6U hwulwUuntd ch'em haskanum, | don't understand.
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Show words ewntp phputphg

Reactions

L'I.UJ’_] Vay!
oh! (surprise, pain, delight)

hUl.{lUlenU Iskapes?

really?

LU,IL{ Lav

OK, fine; also good

Zw / Uyn Ha/ Ayo

yeah / yes

ﬂg / 2k voch' / Ch'e

no / nope

U\LL| n G'u Apres!
well done! also thanks! (it means may you
live)

Phuwnyt iharke

of course

ﬂzhhz Voch'inch'

it's nothing, never mind

Ohow E chishte

that's right

q.bng Verj

that's it, enough (it means end)

U\ULnL{LUb' hd Astvats im

my God!

What to call people

LU|'UU.{[]['\ akhper

bro (from tinpwiyn yeghbayr, brother; for

any friend)

pnynhy kuyrik

sis (little sister, said warmly)

uhpbihu sirelis

my dear, my love

pu| Gu bales

my child, sweetie (to children)

wuwl nnU paron

Mr, sir

wnhyhu tikin

Mrs, madam

onhnnr} oriord

Miss
The big scenes

Uhpnud GU pbiq

Sirum yem k'ez
| love you

Lbwpnub| G pbg
Karotel yem k'ez
| miss you

6 - films and series

Udtl hug jwd yihup

Amen inch' lav klini
everything will be all right

Qqn LJ2 Zguysh

careful!

Oqll bg blp Ognets'ek'!

help!

h°Us E wwwnwhb|

Inch' e patahel?
what happened?

bbrlhr\ hUb Nerir indz

forgive me

U W LUUhn Spasir!

wait!

Unph’ A

come here! come on!

Q-ULUUQ Gnank'

let's go!

Cunphwynpnid Gd

Shnorhavorum yem
congratulations

h°Us Gu wunwd

Inch' yes anum?
what are you doing?

Two warm words: put 9wl jan after a name and it turns warm, like dear: Upwd pwl Aram jan, WU 9wl Ani jan. People say it to

friends, family, children, even the person selling bread. And Uwnt'u Apres!, may you live, is well done and thank you in one, said

with a big smile.

The tenderest: Swyn tnwlbU Ts'avd tanem means may | take your pain. People say it to someone dear, to a child, or to soften a

request. You'll hear it in every family scene.

Strong words: Armenian has strong swear words too, and you'll hear them on screen, even between friends. They hit harder than

the subtitles show: recognise them, but don't say them. Jdw’j Vay! is the one you can say in front of anyone.
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Practice JdwpdnLpjnLl

7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the orange and grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Armenian out loud, then slide the paper down to check. Can

you read every line without peeking? You've got it.

Questions: lift your voice on the word that carries ” 7, not at the end: NpwnG"n Gu: Vortegh yes? Where are you?

Read these sentences

1.

10.

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Armenian subtitles to see what it means.

Pwpl,, hd wunctup Upwd E:

Barev, im anuna Aram e.
Hello, my name is Aram.

.Npwnbnh°g tu:

Vorteghits' yes?
Where are you from?

.LEpnnnLe)nLl, npinb"n £ gniquipwlp:

Neroghut'yun, vortegh e zugarana?
Excuse me, where's the toilet?

-UGY unLpt, pulunpbd:

Mek surch, khndrem.
One coffee, please.

.Uh phs hwytptlu GJ pununcd:

Mi k'ich' hayeren yem khosum.
| speak a little Armenian.

-Wyuop 2w 2nqg E:

Aysor shat shog e.
It's very hot today.

-dwnp qunud GJ Gpllwl:

Vagha gnum yem Yerevan.
Tomorrow I'm going to Yerevan.

-lunpndwidp 2wn hwdny E:

Khorovatsa shat hamov e.
The khorovats is delicious.

. Gu uppnud GU hwjuwlwl Gpwdownnie)nil:

Yes sirum yem haykakan yerazhshtut'yun.
| love Armenian music.

Cwuwn 2unphwlwnip)ntt wdtGu hush hwdwp:

Shat shnorhakalut'yun amen inch'i hamar.
Thank you so much for everything.
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