The Arabic letters .y,

1 - read it out loud

Right to left: Arabic is written and read from right to left, and the letters in a word join up, like handwriting. There are no capital

letters. Romanization on this sheet: long vowels are doubled (aa, ii, uu), a dot under a letter (h s d t z) marks a deep sound, “ is

the letter ‘ayn and " is a catch in the throat.

The 28 letters, in alphabet order

alif baa' taa’ thaa' jiim haa' khaa'
aa b t th i h kh
a long aa; also holds b as in bed tasinten th as in think jasinjam; gin a strong, breathy h ch in Scottish loch
a hamza Egypt
daal dhaal raa' zaay siin shiin saad
d dh r z s sh 3
d as in dog th as in this a tapped or rolled r z as in zoo sasinsun sh as in shop a deep, heavy s
daad taa' zaa' ‘ayn ghayn faa' qaaf
d t z ‘ gh f q
a deep, heavy d a deep, heavy t a deep, heavy th as a squeeze in the agargledr, asin fasinfun a k from deep in the
in this throat French throat
s .
J J e J & S o
kaaf laam miim nuun haa' waaw yaa'
k | m n h w, uu y, ii
k as in kite |asin let m as in man nasin no h as in hat, even at w; also a long uu y; also a long ii

the end

Dots matter: & & U share one shape, and only the dots tell them apart. Sodo & z 2.3 3, j ),y v, U2 uo. P band ¢ €.

Sounds English doesn't have

Letter How to say it Example
breathe out hard from deep in your throat, as if fogging up glasses. .
C Not a plain h = hubb fove

a scrape at the back of the mouth, the ch in loch

4= khubz bread

squeeze your throat a little and let the vowel out. It takes time;
listening helps most

JAC ‘ayn eye

the same place as kh, with your voice on: close to the French r cla€ ghadaa' lunch

a k pulled far back, near the throat. Many dialects say it as ' or g s qalb heart

s, d, t and th with the tongue low and the mouth full, so the vowels
around them sound darker

5 G: ™ ™ v

Lo / Caw sayf / sayf summer / sword

b b yo

hamza: the little catch in the middle of uh-oh Jl§w su'aal question

h

Be gentle with yourself: these take weeks of listening, not one evening. If 2 comes out as h and ¢ as a pause at first, people will

still understand you.
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Letters change shape .-l Jsui 2 how letters oin

One letter, up to four shapes: a letter looks a little different at the start, in the middle and at the end of a word, because it joins
its neighbours. The core shape stays, so you'll soon see it.

Eight letters in every position

Letter Alone Start Middle End In a word

baa' J J L L L baab door

taa’ u _, _L l-_L < bayt house

jiim C > = G z> dajaaj chicken
‘ayn & C 2 & delw saa‘a hour; a watch
haa' o ey _e_ ad g0 shahr month

kaaf JJ 5 < Sl oS ieab book

laam J J _L LJ- JuJ layl night

miim (D 0 _OC (O_ ‘cJ.o galam pen

Six letters never join forward LJ and | make one shape
[53 ) j g join the letter before them, but never the one after, when laam meets alif, the two merge into one: \l 122, no; ‘alb.u
so a small gap follows them. In 3) g ward, roses, no letter salaam, peace. It's still two letters, | and aa.

touches. In duwyde madrasa, school, there's a gap after > and

after ;.

Three more to know: & is a & with two dots, only at the end. It says a, and most feminine words end in it: d.o_,.c ghurfa, room. ¢ is
a s with no dots, only at the end, and says aa: wJ<c ‘alaa, on. ¢, hamza, is the catch in uh-oh. It sits alone or on a seat, s § | | Ul

ana, |; clue masaa, evening.

Short vowels are marks, usually left out

- 2 o w
ba bi bu b bb
fatha kasra damma sukuun shadda
ashorta ashorti a shortu no vowel say it twice

You learn words by shape: long vowels are letters (S g |), but a, i and u are small marks above or below, and subtitles, signs and

books leave them out. So IS can be LS kataba, he wrote, or -_JB kutub, books. Context tells you which. Children's books, the

Quran and learners' texts keep the marks.
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How words work iyl

3 - one page of grammar

No word for a: S kitaab is a book, or just book. To say the, add JI al- to the front, joined to the word.

The: al-, and the sun letters

al-gamar
the moon: al- stays

sl
al-kitaab
the book

ash-shams
the sun: al- becomes ash-

Sun letters: before these 14, the | of al- turns into the next sound, but you still write the JE

J=Jl

ar-rajul
the man: al- becomes ar-

odbb o yo g gy dd G O The other letters are moon letters, and al- stays al-. After a vowel, the a of al-

drops: doMudl go ma'a s-salaama, goodbye.

Masculine and feminine

< ™\ 7

masculine
no special ending

Wb taalib, student

od=o mu'allim, teacher
S kabiir, big

feminine

most end in 9, said a
ddWbs taaliba, student
dolso mu‘allima, teacher

8yuS kabiira, big

Describing words come after, and match: ;uS Cuy bayt kabiir, a big house; 8uS dijde madiina kabiira, a big city. A few feminine

.
words have no o: pl umm, mother; i shams, sun.

I, you, he, she, we

< — < <
Ul Sul _uJ| 9 wd =
ana anta anti huwa hiya nahnu
| you (to a man) you (to a woman) he she we

No is or are

I Ui

ana taalib.
I'm a student.

She's a teacher.

hiya mu‘allima. al-bayt kabiir.
The house is big.

Watch the al-: juSJl Sl al-bayt al-kabiir with al- twice is the big house. yuS Cul al-bayt kabiir with one al- is a sentence: the

house is big.

Questions and no: start with J& hal for a yes or no question: S U Ciil J& hal anta taalib? Are you a student? Put \ laa before

a verb for not: woycl \ laa a'rif, | don't know. Written Arabic often puts the verb first: JgJl (i3 dhahaba l-walad, the boy went.
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The first 171 words oL.is

How: learn five a day, then listen for them in shows. (Notes in brackets) say how a word is used.

Greetings and survival

pM' as-salaamu ‘alaykum

hello (it means peace be upon you)

pM' pS._g.LC_g wa-‘alaykum as-salaam

the reply: and upon you peace

Lp_).o marhaban
hello, hi

U.Q.u.ls A | ahlan wa-sahlan

welcome

_).1.2” aLpo sabaah al-khayr
good morning

3.1J| aLpD sabaah an-nuur
the reply (it means morning of light)

_).1.2” cluwo masaa al-khayr

good evening

do M| &o ma‘a s-salaama

goodbye (go safely)

|JS.uJ shukran
thank you

> |

J ) _)SJJJ shukran jaziilan
thank you very much

|9.QL ‘afwan

you're welcome; also excuse me
I min fadlak
please (to a woman: min fadlik)
L_Q.qu aasif

sorry (@ woman says aasifa)
Q@S na‘am

yes

V laa

no

TSIl auS kayfa I-haal?

how are you? how's it going?

= bi-khayr

fine, well
\

dl) szl al-hamdu lillaah

thank God: the usual answer to how are you

LJ..OJ-u.u tasharrafnaa

nice to meet you
<

p.e_0| V) laa afham

| don't understand

Numbers
0 1 2
. | T
Yoo .).>|_9 ULUI
sifr waahid ithnaan

I ¢ 0 1

d:Ul cLuJ UI in shaa' allaah

<

if God wills: said about any plan, by people of every

faith; often hopefully, or a polite maybe

Question words

|3l maadhaa
what
U0 man
who
UJl ayna
where
wlo mataa
when
|_\Lo.J limaadhaa
why
L_é..ls kayfa

A y
how

,AS kam

how much, how many

LSl ayy
which

Ja hal

starts a yes or no question

Little words

9 wa

and (it joins the next word: ilg wa-ana, and me)
3| aw

or

()SJ laakin

but

WO fii

in

U\J.C ‘alaa

on

&o maa

with

L hunaa

here

Sl hunaaka
there

| 3> jiddan

very (after the word)

4

<

khamsa sitta

thalaatha arba‘'a

S qaliilan

a little

|).u5 kathiiran

alot

US'” al-aan
now

Lou| aydan

also, too
3

U U li-anna
because

4 - say it today

[12 / 01 haadhaa / haadhihi

this (for a masculine / feminine word)

Family

ul ab
father

‘ol umm
mother

Lg lJ baabaa
dad

lD l.O Maamaa
ml;lm
gl akn

brother

S| uknt
sister

ol ibn

son

U bint
daughter; also girl
A=> jadd
grandfather

O.L> jadda
grandmother

2.9) 7w
husband

<l>9_) zawja
wife

dile aaila
family

.)M_g' awlaad
children, kids

7 8

V A

dsw dyiled
sab‘a

thamaaniya

9

q

10

\o

- B piac

tis'a

‘ashara

Digits: Arabic has its own digits, and they run left to right, even inside Arabic text: 1+ is 10, T0 is 25. Many places use 1, 2, 3 too.

Watch out: O is 5 and ¢ is zero.
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Food, places, verbs :sl.lilg olahll

5 - eat, go, do it

Verbs: dictionaries list a verb in its he-did-it form: S kataba means he wrote. That is the form here, with its plain meaning.

People
LJ.?_) rajul
mgn

ol)pl imra'a
woman

JJ9 walad
boy

Jab «ifl
child

-SRWal / 48y 3uo sadiiq / sadiiga

friend (@ man / a woman)

‘alSLo mu‘allim

teacher

b tabiib

doctor
Food and drink
cLo maa'

water

0_9.@& gahwa

coffee

dl.uJ shaay
tea

> haliib
milk

M= khubz
bre‘ad

_)_)l aruzz
rice

p.?J lahm

meat

z>D dajag)

chicken

Elouw samak
fish

J Los khudaar
vegetables

dS'_gﬁ fawaakih

fruit

pl&_b ta‘aam

food

J‘gb.é futuur
breakfast

cliie “ashaa’

dinner

hummus
hummus; also chickpeas

JoMs falaafil

falafel

For a woman, add 8: Jusuw sa'iid, 8 usuw sa'iida, happy; ol ta'baan, dilusi ta'baana, tired. Describing words do the same after a

1y 3J ladhiidh

delicious

&jl?jaa'i‘

hungry

ub,u.b_c ‘atshaan

thirsty

clloos O L_JluJ.z” al-hisaab min

fadlak
the bill, please

Places

l_LU bayt
house, home

a.uJ_).Lo madrasa

school

l_LIS.o maktab

o%ﬁce; also desk

p&b.o mat'am

restaurant

U\ej.o maghaa

café

W9 suuq

market

O mustashfaa
hospital

Qo fundug
hotel

_)Lb..o mataar
airport
E_JL»J shaari’

street

du o madiina

city
Ao masjid
mosque

)= bahr

sea

pLo? hammaam

bathroom, toilet

Verbs
LIS kataba

write
.

|_).0 qara'a

read

.JSi akala

eat

l_JJ-uJ shariba
drink

d ) dhahaba
go

feminine word: dlue> diyde madiina jamiila, a beautiful city.
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cl.? jaa'a

come

‘O lJ naama

sleep

0 fahima
understand
L_O_).C ‘arafa
know

u>| ahabba
love; also like
<

.)|J| araada
want
LJ.o..C ‘amila
work
LSlJ ra'aa
see

sami‘a
hear
._Jl_o gaala
say
p.lSJ takallama
speak
e lw saa‘ada
help
LSJ.LMJ' ishtaraa
buy

Describing words

_)JJS /_p&.»o kabiir / saghiir
big / small

M> / pIAS jadiid / gadiim
new / old

_)l> / .\_)L! haarr / baarid
hot / cold

J.g.:.u / Usuo sahl/sa'b
easy / hard

S / usy qariib / ba'iid
near / far

x> jayyid

good

Jto> jamiil

beautiful

Adsuw sa'iid

happy

U< )= haziin

sad

ULLQJ ta‘baan

tired

d_g&.u.bo mashghuul

busy



Show words o\uluel o Slels

Reactions - ‘
qd_g_o&o ma’quul?
q‘i‘” lJ really? can it be?
J yaa allaah!
oh God! (surprise, worry, or hurry u &
(surp V y up) CU.“ cLuJ Lo maa shaa' allaah

v . wonderful! (praise for something good,
CLU|3 wallaahi (¢ f 9 good)
| swear; really? (it means by God,

ye( y God) p|_).> haraam!

XLJ | what a shame! that's not fair (it means

J yallaa! forbidden)

come on! let's go!

] What to call people
UDMD khalaas!

enough! that's it; it's done > habiibii
my love, my dear (to a man); friends say it
ww Lo maashii too

O"K, fine (Egypt and the Levant)
LU habiibtii

c_ub tayyib my love, my dear (to a woman)

OK, all right; also good, kind .

wl lJ yaa akhii

PXLUJ lJ yaa salaam! brother, man (to a friend, or a stranger)

wow! how lovely! (sometimes sarcastic)

>l U yaa ukntii

J.L?iu.bo mustahiil! sister (to @ woman, warmly)

imb.ossible! no way! .
3|.1.w| ustaadh
sir (polite to any man); also teacher

6 - films and series

ol IJ yaa ‘ammii

uncle: any older man

L_JLLuJ LJ yaa shabaab
guys! (to a group)

The big scenes

s | uhibbuk

| love you (same spelling to a man or a
woman)

Sl Sl ishtagtu lak
I missed you

a3V laa takhaf
don't be afraid
e lw saa‘idni!
help me!

aul intabih!

watch out!

qL_JD |_)Lo maadhaa hadath?
what happened?

People spealk dialects: this sheet is Modern Standard Arabic, the Arabic of news, books and most subtitles. At home, people speak
a dialect: Egyptian, Levantine (Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine), Gulf, or Maghrebi (Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia). Shows and films

often use one, so a line can sound different from its subtitle. How are you? is Sl j| izzayyak? in Egypt, §clauS kiifak? in the Levant,

§cligliv shioonak? in the Gulf. Standard Arabic is understood everywhere.

Ya calls someone: | yaa goes before a name or a word for a person: o>l U yaa ahmad, hey Ahmad! You'll hear it in almost every

scene.

Swear words are strong: Arabic has very strong swear words, and you'll hear them in fights on screen. They hit much harder than

the subtitles show: recognise them, but don't say them. alll | yaa allaah! and pMuw | yaa salaam! are the ones you can say in front

of anyone.
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Pra Ctice UJ _).AJ 7 - read it before you peek

How: cover the romanization and the grey lines with a strip of paper. Read the Arabic out loud, from right to left, then slide the

paper down to check. Can you read every line without peeking? You've got it.

Find the shapes you know: there are no short vowels, so look for the words you know first: JI al-, Ul ana, las e min fadlak.

The rest of the line falls into place around them.

Read these sentences

1.8y lw Ul (eSule pMudl

as-salaamu ‘alaykum, ana saara.
Hello, I'm Sara.

2. S¢louwl bo
maa ismak?
What's your name? (to a woman: ismik)

£
ana min misr.
I'm from Egypt.

4

4.5 olazdl ol
ayna |-hammaam?
Where's the bathroom?

5. Sl 250
bikam haadhaa?
How much is this?

uriidu gahwa min fadlak.
A coffee, please. (it means | want coffee)

s> i) elebll
at-ta‘aam ladhiidh jiddan!
The food is very tasty!

ol y > o=l

al-jaww haarr al-yawm.
It's hot today.

ghadan adhhabu ilaa I-bahr.

Tomorrow I'm going to the sea.

10. M5 dw y=Jl £S5

atakallamu I-"arabiyya qaliilan.
| speak a little Arabic.

-

®

Meet a word you don't know? In Kitsumi, hover any word in Arabic subtitles to see what it means.
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